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Measures taken 
to ensure safe 
launch journey
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Barishal River Port management committee and 
fire service have taken strict measures to avoid 
fire and overcrowding at launches in a bid to 
ensure safe journey ahead of Eid.

Before operation, such passenger vessels will 
be checked whether they have fitness certificates 
along with adequate fire safety and lifesaving 
equipment, said Md Mostafizur Rahman, 
secretary of the port management committee.

At the same time, they will ensure that every 
launch carries passengers within their capacity.

In this case, favourable weather will also be 
considered, said Mostafiz.

Md Kamaluddin Bhuiyan, deputy director, Fire 
Service and Civil Defence, Barishal, told The Daily 
Star that the fire risk is a big issue for the Eid 
journey after more than 50 passengers were killed 
in a fire at a launch “Avijan”.

In this regard, fitness checking by the BIWTA 
should play a more effective role. To face any 
untoward accident during the Eid journey, the 
fire service has intensified patrols along the river 
and got more divers ready for rescue operations.

He said separate units will work to deal 
with fire risk in big and modern launches and 
adequate manpower will be deployed there.

Dewan Abdur Rashid Neelu, convener of 
Barishal Nou Jati Oikya Parishad, said, “We have 
given a memorandum to the prime minister 
through the district administration on Monday 
with a 12-point demand including adequate fire 
extinguisher at launches.”  
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

The long-delayed dedicated rapid bus 
service from Dhaka airport to Gazipur 
is likely to face another phase of delay, 
as authorities expressed concerns over 
implementing the project within the 
stipulated time-frame.

Due to the construction work, 
commuters of Dhaka-Gazipur highway are 
also in fear of heavy traffic congestion due 
to Eid. 

Around 73 percent of project works 
have been completed so far.

The “Greater Dhaka Sustainable 
Urban Transport Project” was taken up in 
November 2012 and was scheduled to be 
completed by December 2016, at a cost of 
Tk 2,037.9 crore.

Later, the project -- jointly funded by 
the government, Asian Development Bank, 
French Development Agency and Global 
Environment Facility -- went through four 
revisions. The new cost was estimated at 
Tk 4,268.3 crore.

Though the current deadline is set for 
June 2022, the project  authorities have 
already sought time till December 2023, 
including a  one-year defect liability period 
(DLP)  and Tk 268.13 crore more.

If approved, the project cost could total 

Tk 4,536.46 crore. But project authorities 
said they want to complete the project 
within  December this year, without 
exhausting the DLP.

After the project’s completion, 
dedicated buses would be operated on two 
central lanes of the highway, while there 
would have four lanes for mixed traffic; 
two more lanes for slow-moving vehicles; 
with footpaths on both sides.

But authorities said there are still some 
problems, which might cause delays to 
implement the project in time.

Visiting the site, it was found that new 
pillars are being installed for the project’s 
flyover, running from station road to 
Cherag-ali road. Construction of the 
flyover on BRT project road and carpeting 
of the new road under the flyover are still 
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Fear of more delays looms
Authorities concerned about finishing project on time; 

Eid home-goers afraid of major traffic congestion
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Though the current deadline is 
set for June 2022, the project   

authorities have already sought 
time till December 2023.

New year brings 
new hope for 
M’singh potters
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

More than two years after the pandemic, 
traditional goods’ traders of earthenware, puffed 
rice and toys enjoyed a good profit, marking 
Ashtami and Pahela Baishakh celebrations.

Fifty-year-old Khokon Pal, a potter from 
Mymensingh’s Phulpur upazila, said, they faced a 
serious loss amid the pandemic.

“Borojana village has about 60 families 
involved in this ancestral profession. However, 
most of these families are in serious financial 
debt as they had to take out loans from local 
NGOs to survive,” said Khokon.

Khokon’s nephew, 30-year-old Krishna Pal 
echoed him. After the restrictions were lifted, 
the sale of traditional earthenware increased in 
recent months, said Krishna. 

Dhiren Chandra Pal from Bhalukjaan in 
Mymensingh Phulbaria upazila said he enjoyed 
a good streak this year and the profits were 
comparatively better. It’s a great relief for the 
potters after the two years of financial loss, he 
added. 

The sales will support the potters till the 
next season, said Subol Pal from Kishoreganj’s 
Karimganj upazila. 
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Halimah, 
Momen talk 
about mutual 
interests
UNB, Dhaka

President of Singapore 
Halimah Yacob and 
Foreign Minister Dr AK 
Abdul Momen had a 
meeting at the Istana 
yesterday where they 
discussed issues of mutual 
interest.

Momen is now on an 
official visit to Singapore, 
which coincides with 50th 
anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the two 
countries.

“We had a good 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Under the scorching summer heat, Rubina Begum and her husband Mohor Akunji strike their hammers away to get work done before Eid. For 13 years now, they have 
been breaking 2,000 bricks together every day, earning Tk 550 for each thousand -- an income their family of five depends on. This photo was taken in front of Khulna’s 
Goalkhali Cadet Madrasa yesterday.
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