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‘It was all
an eyewash’

Says wife of Ilias Ali on govt
effort to find him —

,»
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Law enforcers had picked up Ilias |
Ali, and the meeting arrangement
with the prime minister along \
with her assurance to find him
was an eyewash, Ali’'s wife Tahsina . <
Rushdir Luna said yesterday. S

“BNP enforced strikes for five T —
days across the country at that time.

The assurance was for stopping those strikes, that
movement,” Luna said while addressing an event --
marking 10 years of the former BNP lawmaker going
missing -- at a hotel in Dhaka, reports Prothom Alo.

BNP organised the event titled “Return All the Victims
of Enforced Disappearance, Including Ilias Ali”, where
families of victims of enforced disappearance were
present.

On April 17 midnight in 2012, BNP’s then-organising
secretary M Ilias Ali along with his driver Ansar Ali went
missing from the capital’s Banani. Police later found
his car near his home in Mohakhali. Since then, BNP
has been blaming security agencies for the mysterious
disappearance, an allegation denied by the government.

Demanding the whereabouts of Ali, BNP enforced
strikes for five days between April 22 and 30 in 2012.
Meanwhile, Luna held a press conference, seeking a

STAR REPORT

The government assured that they
will try their best to find Ilias Ali.
But later I understood that the
meeting was an eyewash to stop
BNP’s movement and to show
people that the government was
trying cordially.

TAHSINA RUSHDIR LUNA
Wife of Ilias Ali

meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. On May
2 that year, she met with the premier along with her
children. “The government assured that they will try
their best to find Ilias Ali. But later I understood that the
meeting was an eyewash to stop BNP’s movement and to
show people that the government was trying cordially.”
A video clip on the disappearance of over 600 BNP
leaders and activists was shown at the programme.

Speaking at the event, BNP Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir accused Awami League of
eliminating its political opponents through, what he
said, enforced disappearances and political killings to
establish one-party rule, reports UNB.

“We pray for their sale return. The families of those
who were Killed are also suffering,” he said.

BNP standing committee member Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain said they attend such programmes
with a very heavy heart, as they do not have any suitable
language to console the families.

BNP standing committee member Dr Abdul Moyeen
Khan, Nagorik Oikya convener Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, Gono Odhikar Parishad convenor Dr Reza Kibria
and educationist Prof Mahbub Ullah were also present.

Workers painting a launch in Barishal yesterday. Launches are getting repaired and refurbished to attract

homebound passengers during the Eid rush. This photo was taken at the city’s river port.

5yrs jail for food adulteration

Cabinet approves draft act in principle

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the provision of five-year
imprisonment for producing
adulterated food and illegal
hoarding, the cabinet yesterday
approved in principle the draft of
Production, Storage, Movement,
Transportation, Supply,
Distribution and Marketing of Food
Grains (Prevention of Prejudicial
Activity) Act, 2022.

The approval came at a meeting
chaired by the prime minister.

“If anyone commits an offence
under the proposed law, the person
would be awarded a maximum

of food grains.

five-year jail term or highest Tk 10
lakh fine,” said Cabinet Secretary
Khandker Anwarul Islam while
briefing reporters at the secretariat.
The cabinet secretary said
tougher punishment has been
proposed in the draft law to
prevent offences and misleading
information regarding production,
storage, movement, transportation,
supply, distribution and marketing

Meanwhile, the cabinet stayed
the final approval of the draft
of Attia Forest (Protection) Act,
2022, placed by the environment
ministry. Directives were given

Capital' Petroleum leased out eight'acres
of land from Water Development Board in
2018. And in the last four months, it has
devastated'thatarable land by filling it all
up. If that wasn’t enough, the gompany'is
still lifting sand from'the Bay of Bengal,
despite'multiple fines and warnings:
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A sand trader who keeps
breaking rules

Company extracts sand, fills up farmland despite fines, warnings

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Capital Petroleum Limited has been fined thrice and
warned several times for illegally lifting sand from the
sea and filling farmland in Chattogram’s Sitakunda
upazila.

But all these fines and warnings did not deter the
company.

Capital Petroleum leased out eight acres of land
from Water Development Board (WDB) in 2018 for
business purposes.

Violating relevant rules and terms of the lease,
they filled up more than eight acres of cropland in
the last four months at Barabkunda area, under the
administration’s nose.

Due to the extraction, several deep holes have been
made in the seashore area. Despite this, DoE has not
taken any legal action yet.

With the help of four dredgers and five bulkhead
carriers, the company is extracting sand from the Bay
of Bengal, and it is being taken kilometres away from
the coastline through pipelines, this correspondent
found in a recent visit to Sandwip channel.

“Capital Petroleum has hired us to extract sand from
the sea,” said Sumon Mia, a dredger worker. They have

been extracting sand from the bay for the last four
months for Capital Petroleum.

“A dredger can lift at least 7,000 cubic feet of sand
every day. We are extracting at least 28,000 cubic feet
daily and dumping it in Capital Petroleum’s land,” he
added.

According to Sand Fields and Soil Management Act,
2010, extracting sand from open spaces and riverbeds
for commercial purposes without permission from

authorities concerned is a punishable offence.

This correspondent visited Barbakunda and saw
over eight acres of arable land filled up. For this, at
least 50 local farmers have lost their cropland.

“Iused to cultivate on three acres of land. But
Capital Petroleum filled it up, and I became landless”
said Igbal Hossain, a farmer of Barbakunda.

“We have (o go hungry this year,” a weeping Igbal
told this correspondent.

Md Ashraful Alam, assistant commissioner (land)
of Sitakunda, told The Daily Star, “Capital had sought
permission for lifting sand from the sea, but we didn’t
allow it, due to possible negative impacts on the
environment.”

“We already fined Capital twice for illegally
lifting sand from the sea and filling up farmland
without permission,” he said. Sitakunda Upazila
Administration fined Capital Tk 4 lakh.

On behalf of Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela), lawyer S Hasanul Banna on January
17 served a notice to 14 government organisations to
take appropriate measures against the company and
protect the beach.

“According to the lease’s terms and condition,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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After that, the draft will be
produced once again before the
cabinet.

The cabinet earlier approved
in principle the proposed law on
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October 28, 2021. The meeting was

(13 S SN, SALET TA1aT S, ST, (AT

informed that the digital survey

3¢ | wei SR A
WA

could be completed within three to
four months, after getting approval
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of the purchase committee, he
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explained. Anwarul said the land,
covering some 59,000 acres in
Tangail and Dhaka districts, was
first declared as a reserved forest
through a law in 1928.
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