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Shahed indicted 
in graft case
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday framed 
charges against Mohammad Shahed, 

chairman of Regent Group, in a case 
filed against him on the charge of 
acquiring illegal wealth of Tk 1.69 
crore.

Shahed, who is now in jail, 
pleaded not guilty and demanded 

justice after Judge Mohammad Nazrul 
Islam of the Special Judge’s Court-10 of 

Dhaka read out the charges to him.
The judge fixed May 20 for starting the trial of 

the case, court officials told The Daily Star.
On March 1 last year, Farid Ahmed Patwary, 

the deputy director of the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, filed the case with its Dhaka 
Integrated Office-1.

The ACC pressed charges against Shahed on 
February 2 this year after an investigation.

On July 15, 2020, Shahed, a prime accused in 
the Covid-19 certificate scam, was arrested from 
the border area of Debhata upazila in Satkhira 
while trying to flee the country.

On September 28, 2020, Shahed was 
sentenced to life in jail in an arms case.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 8

Tensions persist in Jerusalem
More than 20 hurt as Israeli forces, Palestinians clash again

AFP, Jerusalem

More than 20 Israelis and 
Palestinians were wounded 
yesterday in several incidents in and 
around Jerusalem’s flashpoint Al-
Aqsa Mosque compound, two days 
after major violence at the site.

The latest clashes take the 
number of wounded since Friday 
to more than 170, at a tense time 

when the Jewish Passover festival 
coincides with Ramadan. They also 
follow deadly violence in Israel and 
the occupied West Bank in late 
March and early this month that 
has killed 36 people.

Early yesterday morning, 
“hundreds” of Palestinian 
demonstrators inside the mosque 
compound started gathering piles 
of stones, shortly before the arrival 

of Jewish visitors, police said.
Jews are allowed to visit but not 

to pray at the site, also known as 
Temple Mount, the holiest place in 
Judaism and third-holiest in Islam.

The police said its forces had 
entered the compound in order to 
“remove” the demonstrators and 
“re-establish order”.

The Palestinian Red Crescent 
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Bundles of Boro paddy being loaded onto a truck in Ashulia of Savar, on the outskirts of the capital, yesterday. The harvest of Boro has 
started in full swing in parts of the country. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Pedestrians have difficulties using this footbridge in front of Balaka Cinema Hall in New Market area as 
hawkers occupy most part of the footbridge. This photo was taken yesterday.   PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Dhaka slams 
US human 
rights report
BSS, Dhaka

The government yesterday 
said the US human rights 
(HR) country report 
“heavily underplayed” 
Bangladesh’s existing 
system of accountability 
over law enforcement 
agencies while Dhaka 
remains “intensely 
engaged” with the UN 
mechanism and US 
recommendations to 
protect human rights.

“The report appears 
to encourage creating a 
society of lawlessness to 
destabilise the society 
and the government,” 
a statement of foreign 
ministry said.  

It added that the legal 
system of Bangladesh 
does not allow killing by 
arbitrary use of firearms. 

The statement pointed 
that the death sentences 
to the 16 Rab officials in 
the Narayanganj seven-
murder case and recent 
death sentences to two 
police officials in the Major 
Sinha murder case in Cox’s 
Bazar are examples of 
accountability and non-
impunity to law enforcers. 

“The magistrate 
requires members of the 
law enforcement agencies 
to account for every single 
use of firearms, without 
lawful explanation of 
which faces legal action,” 
it added. 

Besides, it said no 
act of arrest by the law 
enforcement agencies goes 
unaccountable bypassing 
the magistrate of the 
court. 

“In each case, the 
magistrate decides 
whether an arrest is 
lawful or not. Therefore, 
the law enforcers don’t 
enjoy the immunity 
of commissioning 
‘Arbitrary Arrest’,” said the 
statement. 

Saying that the 
sources of the report 
are questionable, the 
statement said there are 
also few factual errors in 
the report. 

As an example, the 
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City

Flash floods stalk 
Sunamganj farmers 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Weeks after the first blow of early flash 
flood, another flood started inundating 
crops in a haor in Sunamganj yesterday.

This flood is triggered by torrential rains 
in the country’s north-eastern districts and 
in India’s Meghalaya. All rivers and canals 
in the haor area are flowing close to the 
danger level.

The Gurmar Haor in Tahirpur upazila 
is being inundated. Water is flowing over 
some old levees there, posing risks to Boro 
paddy on around 2,000 hectares, said 
farmers.

If water from this haor goes into 
Tanguar Haor, breaching the levees 
between the two waterbodies, paddy in 
Tanguar Haor will also be damaged, they 
added.

Karuna Sindhu Chowdhury, Tahirpur 
upazila chairman, said, “Since the first 
blow, we have been struggling to protect 
all dykes and save our crops. Water entered 

flowing over an old dyke, which does not 
normally happen.”

“We, all concerned, are now struggling 
to protect the dykes.” 

Mujibur Rahman, a farmer of Joypur 
village, said, “Along with the officials, we 
farmers are passing nights on the levees so 
that we can stop them from breaching.”

According to the Department of 

Agricultural Extension in Sunamganj, over 
30,000 hectares of Boro paddy have been 
harvested till Saturday. Around 2.22 lakh 
hectares have come under Boro cultivation 
this year, it said.

On March 30 night, this year’s first flash 
flood hit the haor areas of Sunamganj, 
Sylhet, Netrakona and Kishoreganj.

About 7,083 hectares of paddy have 
gone under water in the region, causing a 
loss of around Tk 125 crore.

The Boro harvest is going on in full 
swing at the upper parts of the haors since 
April 14. It would take another few weeks 
for the paddy to ripen enough in many low-
lying haor areas.

In the last week, the Flood Forecasting 
and Warning Centre of Bangladesh Water 
Development Board (BWDB) issued a 
flash-flood alert between April 14 and 
yesterday.

According to the BWDB, water level 
of Jadukata rose 71cm, Surma 40cm and 
Patlai 43cm in 24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

This year, the government constructed 
520km of levees in Sunamganj spending 
Tk 120 crore.

Three levees broke in the first round of 
flash floods and resulted in the inundation 
of 4,900 hectares in the district.

“Along with the officials, we 
farmers are passing nights on 
the levees so that we can stop 

them from breaching.”
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DEATH IN CUSTODY

‘Tortured on 
the spot’

Says eyewitness to police 
action on Rabiul

S DILIP ROY

Rabiul fell to the ground and lost 
consciousness after a policeman kicked 

him in the crotch around 10:00pm 
on Thursday night, said a man 
who claimed to be among those 
standing close to the scene.

The policemen then took him 
in a pickup truck and left, the man 

said, seeking anonymity.
According to documents at 

Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital, doctors 
pronounced Rabiul dead after he was taken to 

the hospital around 11:45pm.
Rabiul Islam, 26, was a resident of Kazir 

Chawra village in Lalmonirhat Sadar. He got into 
an argument with officers when the police team 
detained him on suspicion of being a gambler at 
a Baishakhi Mela, a traditional event celebrating 
the first day of the Bangla new year.

About five policemen then beat him up until 
he fell to the ground and lost consciousness, said 
locals and witnesses.
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