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AFGHAN-PAK BORDER

Militant attacks 
rise significantly
Says Islamabad, calls on 
Taliban to take stern actions

AGENCIES

Pakistan said yesterday incidents of its security forces 
being targeted in cross-border attacks from Afghanistan 
had risen significantly, and called on Taliban authorities 
to act against militants, a day after purported air strikes 
by Pakistan.

The incident has increased already simmering 
tensions between the neighbours.

Taliban authorities on Saturday summoned Pakistan’s 
ambassador in Kabul on Saturday to protest against 
the strikes. A local Taliban official and residents said 
the strikes were carried out by Pakistani aircraft inside 
Afghan airspace. The death toll from air strikes in Khost 
and Kunar has risen to at least 47, Afghan officials said.

“In the last few days, incidents along Pak-Afghan 
border have significantly increased, wherein, Pakistani 
security forces are being targeted from across the 
border,” Pakistan’s foreign office said in a statement 
yesterday. It added the attacks were being carried out 
“with impunity” and that Islamabad had repeatedly 
asked Afghan authorities to act to stop them, but to no 
avail, reports Reuters.

It said seven Pakistani soldiers were killed in the 
border area of North Waziristan on Thursday. North 
Waziristan borders the eastern Afghan province of 
Khost, where the strikes are said to have taken place on 
Friday. 

Taliban authorities say they have controlled cross-
border attacks since taking over the country in August 
last year. 

EMBEZZLEMENT OF FUNDS

EU anti-fraud 
body accuses 
Marine Le Pen
AFP, Paris

The EU’s anti-fraud body has accused French 
far-right leader Marine Le Pen and associates of 
embezzling around 600,000 euros during their 
time as MEPs, French website Mediapart said 
Saturday, quoting a new report. The allegations 
come just over a week before Le Pen goes head-

to-head with incumbent Emmanuel Macron 
in the second round of presidential 

elections. Her lawyer dismissed the 
accusations, raising suspicions over 
the “timing” of the report. Mediapart 
published extracts from the new 
report by OLAF into expenses that 
political groups can make as part of 

their mandate as MEPs. The agency 
accuses Le Pen and others of having 

used the funds for political purposes that 
would benefit commercial companies close to 

her National Rally party. 

COMMUNAL CLASHES

Police arrest 14 
in New Delhi
REUTERS, Mumbai

Indian police arrested 14 people in connection with 
violent clashes between Hindus and Muslims during 
a Hindu religious procession in the country’s capital, 
New Delhi, police said in a tweet yesterday.

Six police officers and several others were 
injured on Saturday during scuffles that marred the 
procession at a festival in Jahangirpuri, a suburban 
section of New Delhi. 

There were no reported deaths from the incident.
In recent weeks, religious clashes have broken out 

between the majority Hindu and minority Muslim 
communities during religious processions in several 
parts of the country.

The rule of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party has emboldened 
hardline religious groups in recent years to take up 
causes that they say defend the Hindu faith, although 
his party has denied any rise in communal tensions 
during Modi’s reign.

Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, 
who is part of Modi’s government, said in an interview 
published yesterday that intolerance among religious 
communities was not worsening, while he played down 
recent incidents.

“Fringe elements, who are unable to digest the 
peace and prosperity in the country, try to defame 
India’s inclusive culture and commitment,” he told The 
Economic Times newspaper.

He added that it was not the government’s job to 
dictate dietary practices to the people, after university 
students in New Delhi recently clashed on campus 
over the serving of non-vegetarian food in the canteen 
during a week that Hindus consider auspicious.

“Every citizen has freedom in the country to eat food 
of their choice,” Naqvi said.  He also dismissed concerns 
about a controversy earlier this month over Muslim 
students wearing the hijab head-scarf to school in the 
southern state of Karnataka.

People display placards during an ongoing anti-government demonstration near the president’s office in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka yesterday, demanding President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s resignation over the country’s 
crippling economic crisis. PHOTO: AFP

HOLIDAY AMNESTY

Political prisoners 
not among 1,600 

freed in Myanmar
AFP, Yangon

Families of detained Myanmar protesters had 
their hopes dashed yesterday after political 
prisoners were not included in some 1,600 people 
released by the junta to mark the Buddhist 
new year. State television announced that 1,619 
prisoners, including 42 foreigners, had been 
“pardoned” and will be released to mark the new 
year -- an annual tradition that last year saw 
23,000 prisoners freed. A prisoner released from 
Yangon’s Insein prison told AFP that “political 
cases and protesters were not among those 
released”, with authorities only freeing criminals. 
Crowds in front of the prison slowly left yesterday 
afternoon. 

BID TO IMPROVE ‘TACTICAL NUKE’ WEAPONS

N Korea tests new system
AFP, Seoul

Kim Jong Un supervised the test-
firing of a new guided weapons 
system to improve North Korea’s 
“tactical nukes”, state media 
said yesterday, capping days 
of celebrations surrounding 
the birthday of the country’s 
founding leader.

The launch was the latest in an 

unprecedented blitz of sanctions-
busting weapons-tests this 
year, which included firing an 
intercontinental ballistic missile 
at full range for the first time 
since 2017.

It also came just ahead of 
US-South Korea military training 
exercises -- which have always 
infuriated Pyongyang -- that were 
due to begin today.

The “new-type tactical guided 
weapon... is of great significance 
in drastically improving the 
firepower of the frontline 
long-range artillery units and 
enhancing the efficiency in the 
operation of tactical nukes,” the 
KCNA news agency reported.
It said the test was successful, but 
did not specify when or where it 
took place.

“I am 
beginning 

to think that 
those people 

are right 
when they say 

‘It is useless 
to talk to him 

[Putin]’.” 

Italian PM 

Mario Draghi 

“Fringe elements, who are unable to 
digest the peace and prosperity in the 

country, try to defame India’s inclusive 
culture and commitment.” 

India’s Minority Affairs Minister 

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi


