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Shahed
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On August 18, 2020, 
another Dhaka court 
sentenced Shahed to 
six months of simple 
imprisonment and fined 
him Tk 53 lakh in absentia 
in a cheque dishonour 
case.

Tensions persist in Jerusalem
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said 19 Palestinians were 
wounded, including 
at least five who were 
hospitalised. It said some 
had been wounded with 
rubber-coated steel 
bullets.

An AFP team near the 
entrance to the compound 
early yesterday morning 
saw barefoot Jewish 
worshippers leaving the 
site, protected by heavily 
armed police.

Outside the Old City, 
in Israeli-annexed East 
Jerusalem, Palestinian 
youths threw rocks at 
passing buses, resulting 

in seven people being 
treated for light wounds at 
Shaare Zedek hospital, the 
medical facility said.

Video released by the 
police showed two Israeli 
buses, their windscreens 
and side windows smashed 
in, driving down a road 
near the Old City as young 
men showered them 
with rocks. The police 
said they had arrested 18 
Palestinians.

Senior Palestinian 
official Hussein Al 
Sheikh said that “Israel’s 
dangerous escalation in 
the Al-Aqsa compound ... 
is a blatant attack on our 

holy places”, and called 
on the international 
community to intervene.

The chief of the Hamas 
Islamist movement which 
controls the Palestinian 
enclave of Gaza meanwhile 
warned Israel that “Al-Aqsa 
is ours and ours alone”.

“Our people have the 
right to access it and pray 
in it, and we will not bow 
down to (Israeli) repression 
and terror,” Ismail Haniyeh 
said in a statement.

Later, mosques 
in Palestinian 
neighbourhoods of 
annexed east Jerusalem 
broadcast calls for people 

to head towards the Al-
Aqsa compound.

Weeks of mounting 
tensions saw two deadly 
attacks by Palestinians in 
or near the Israeli coastal 
city of Tel Aviv in late 
March and early April, 
alongside mass arrests 
by Israeli forces in the 
occupied West Bank.

A total of 14 people 
have been killed in attacks 
against Israel since March 
22, including a shooting 
spree in Bnei Brak, an 
Orthodox Jewish city in 
greater Tel Aviv.

Twenty-two Palestinians 
have been killed over the 

same period, including 
assailants who targeted 
Israelis, according to an 
AFP tally.

Dhaka slams US human rights
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ministry said, “Though 
we do not endorse 
their information, the 
Ain o Salish Kendra 
(ASK) mentioned 275 
extrajudicial killings in 
January-May 2018 period, 
while the US report 
wrongly cited ASK in 
mentioning that there 
were 606 extrajudicial 
killings in May-June 2018.” 

The statement, however, 
said the Bangladesh 
government does not 
deny the fact that there 
are indeed a lot of areas 
of development to ensure 

better protection and 
promotion of human 
rights, and Dhaka is 
continuing to make steady 
strides towards that end. 

It said the government 
underscores that there 
are certainly issues to 
adequately observe the 
standards of human 
rights while a gesture 
of cooperation with 
support for strengthening 
the capacity across the 
relevant systems would 
be helpful to address the 
gaps. 

“The Government 
remains intensely engaged 

with the UN human 
rights mechanism, and 
receptive of constructive 
recommendations from all 
international development 
partners, including the 
USA,” said the statement. 

Flash floods
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Md Jahurul Islam, 
executive engineer of 
the BWDB in Sunamganj 
and member secretary of 
the district committee 
for constructing crop 
protection dykes, said, “The 
water level in the rivers 
keeps rising and we are at 
risk of losing crops as water 
may enter haors breaching 
the earthen dykes.”
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