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TSPORTS & STAR SPORTS 1
What to|

Punjab vs Hyderabad

Live from 04:00 pm

Gujarat vs Chennai

Live from 08:00 pm

TSPORTS Chelsea vs Crystal Palace

La Liga Live from 09:30 pm

Sevilla vs Real Madrid VH1 INDIA

Live from 01:00 am (Monday) | League 1

TEN 2 PSG vs Olympique Marseille
FA Cup Live from 12:45 am (Monday)

Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi Club’s Indian all-rounder Parvez Rasool topped the wicket-takers’ chart in the group phase of the Dhaka Premier League with 20 wickets in 10

matches. Meanwhile, veteran Bangladeshi batter Naeem Islam was the top-scorer with 749 runs, donning the jersey of Legends of Rupgan;.
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Pleasant surprises and
cruel twists of fate

SPORTS REPORTER

The ongoing Dhaka Premier League subverted
expectations and rubbished predictions as star-
studded Mohammedan failed to make it to the Super
League phase -- which begins from tomorrow --
while Rupganj Tigers clinched a spot among the top
six immediately after earning promotion this season.

Although Mohammedan had hogged the
limelight ahead of the DPL by signing national stars
Shakib Al Hasan, Mahmudullah Riyad, Mushfiqur
Rahim, Taskin Ahmed, Soumya Sarkar and Mehedi
Hasan Miraz, questions persisted about how they
planned to use those resources.

The Black and Whites’ team management must
have been aware that most of their high-profile
signings would be busy with the national team’s tour
of South Africa for the better part of the DPL. But
a lack of clarity in planning was reflected by their
outcome with only Mahmudullah and Soumya able
to feature for Mohammedan, who exited in the first
round of the tournament due to their inferior head-
to-head record against two other teams on 10 points,
Gazi Group and Rupganj Tigers.

Mohammedan recruits Mushfiqur and Miraz will
now play for table-toppers Sheikh Jamal, whose

‘Draw would have
been a fair result’

REUTERS, London

SUPER LEAGUE TABLE

Teams MP w L Pts
Sheikh Jamal 10 9 1 18
Abahani 10 7 3 14
Legends of Rupganj | 10 7 3 14
Prime Bank 10 6 4 12
Rupganj Tigers 10 5 5 10
Gazi Group 10 5 5 10

surge to the summit has been as inspiring as it was
unforeseen.

The Dhanmondi-based club has had a terrific
run so far in the league and are leaps and bounds
ahead of others with 18 points from 10 matches. If
they carry that form into the Super League, chances
are Imrul Kayes’ side will clinch the title with a few
fixtures in hand.

Till the conclusion of its group stage, the league
has been dominated by players outside the national
team set-up. Veteran batsman Naeem Islam tops
the run-getters list, scoring 749 runs at a staggering
83.22 average across 10 matches. The 35-year-old has

Tottenham Hotspur blew a chance to strengthen their grip on
fourth place in the Premier League as they suflered a last-gasp

1-0 home defeat by Brighton & Hove Albion on Saturday.

Antonio Conte’s side produced a lacklustre display and
looked set for a frustrating stalemate before Belgian Leandro
Trossard made things even worse with a 90th-minute winner.

“A difficult game, we knew this,” Conte said. “It was a tactical

game. I think a draw would have been a fair result.
“We started very slowly and in this type
of game you have to move the ball more e
quickly. Maybe the weather... I want to
find an excuse, but it was not a good
game for us.”
After four successive victories the /
pre-match mood in north London |
was one of optimism but Tottenham'’s
performance was in stark contrast to
the bright spring sunshine.
Sluggish and unimaginative in
possession, Tottenham’s feared attacking
duo of Harry Kane and Son Heung-min

were virtual spectators in a first half in which the home side

managed only one attempt at the Brighton goal.

Spurs showed a little more urgency after the break with Son
having a couple of shots blocked, but Brighton always carried
the greater goal threat and deservedly took the points when
Trossard burst into the left side of the penalty area and beat
Hugo Lloris with a low shot with the outside of his right foot.

Trossard is having a big impact in the top-four race having

been on target in Brighton’s 2-1 win at Arsenal last week.

Tottenham stayedin fourth place with 57 points but they are
only three points ahead of local rivals Arsenal who have two
games in hand and play later on Saturday at Southampton.

Brighton moved up to 10th with 40 points.

also smashed two hundreds and five fifties so far.

Just after Naeem is Anamul Haque, another player
out of favour with the national team, who has scored
728 runs at an average of 72.80 across 10 matches.

Anamul and Naeem became the first batters to
cross the 700-run mark in the first phase of the DPL.
With at least five games remaining for both batters,
either could go on to score the most runs by a batter
in a single edition of DPL by toppling Saif Hassan’s
814 in 16 matches in 2019.

Meanwhile, the leading wicket-taker is Sheikh
Jamal’s Indian off-spinner Parvez Rasool, who has
scalped 20 wickets across 10 matches, including
a fifer against Abahani. Among Bangladeshi
bowlers, young left-arm spinner Rakibul Hasan has
impressed with 19 wickets so far.

Competitiveness is expected to increase as players
from the national team have already joined their
sides and will be treating the remaining fixtures as
a major part of their preparations for the upcoming
two-Test home series against Sri Lanka in May.

It was also announced that the five Super League
fixtures to be held at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur would be televised, which should
serve Lo increase the league’s hype.
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PSG renew hostilities
with Marseille

REUTERS, Paris

Paris St-Germain’s attacking trio of Kylian
Mbappe, Lionel Messi and Neymar have struggled
to get into their stride but seem to be clicking

in time for the most important game of the
Ligue 1 season at home to in-form Olympique de
Marseille on Sunday.

The French Interior Ministry have banned
Marseille fans from attending Sunday’s Ligue 1
‘Classique’ with bitter rivals Paris Saint-Germain
at Parc des Princes. This decision was made
because of the “animosity” and the “strong
antagonism” between the fans of the two clubs,

said the order.

Cristiano Ronaldo
celebrates after
scoring a hattrick as
Manchester United
stay in the Champions
League qualification

PHOTO: REUTERS

The last PSG-OM
encounter involving
fans of both teams
was on February
28,2018, and “eight
members of law
enforcement were
injured”, the order
noted.

A win would
put PSG 15 points
ahead of second-placed Marseille with six games
left and leave the capital club with one hand on
a 10th league title. The Ligue 1 trophy is the only
objective left for PSG since they were knocked out
of the Champions League by Real Madrid in the
last 16 after another embarrassing meltdown in
the return leg which they lost 3-1. Read full story

It was followed by an appalling 3-0 defeat at
Monaco but since then PSG have bounced back in
brutal fashion.

In their last two games, they thrashed visiting
Lorient 5-1 and Clermont 6-1 away with Mbappe
scoring five and setting up four, Neymar netting
five goals with one assist while Lionel Messi
scored one and added three assists.

Real look to
strengthen their
already-firm grip

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid against Sevilla on Sunday could have
been a key game in La Liga’s title race but instead
it will decide the extent of Madrid’s lead and how
worried Sevilla should be about finishing in the
top four.

Real Madrid will be flying high on the back
of their sensational victory over Chelsea in the
Champions League quarter-finals, although
being taken to extra time at the Santiago
Bernabeu may also take its toll.

Ferland Mendy and Marcelo are both
struggling with injuries while Carlo Ancelotti
could rest the likes of Luka Modric and Karim
Benzema, who played the whole 120 minutes on
Tuesday.

Madrid’s progress in the Champions L.eague,
combined with their considerable advantage in
La Liga, means Ancelotti has the option to rotate
in domestic games until the end of the season,
which could give Sevilla a boost. A Real Madrid
win at the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan would send
them 15 points clear of Sevilla, who at the end of
January were only five points behind the leaders,
with a game in hand.

But a disappointing run of three wins from
11 league games has seen Sevilla fade away from
the fight for the title and drift into the scrap for
the Champions League places as local rivals Real
Betis and Atletico Madrid look to take advantage.

Archery team
ofI to Turkey

SPORTS REPORTER

An 11-member Bangladesh
team flew for Turkey

last night to take part

in Archery World Cup
Stage-1, to be held in
Antalya from April 18 to
24. Nine archers are being
accompanied by two
coaches and a manager for
the seven-day competition.
A total of 197 male

archers and 143 female
archers from 47 countries
are taking partin the
competition.

The Bangladesh
contingent will participate
in three divisions: recurve
men, compound men and
recurve women.

Ruman Sana, Hakim
Ahmed Rubel and
Sagor Islam will feature
in recurve men while
Newaz Ahmed Rakib and
Ashikuzzaman will take
part in compound men
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