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Saga ol Pak PMs

REUTERS

No prime minister has completed a full five-year
tenure in Pakistan’s 75-year history. Pakistan
has had a total of 29 prime ministers since

1947. The shortest tenure for a Pakistani prime
minister is two weeks, while the longest is four
years and two months. In 1993, he country saw 5
PMs. Following is a list of prime ministers whose
tenures ended prematurely since 1947. It does
not include caretaker premiers or those who
completed another prime minister’s term:

LIAQUAT ALI KHAN:

Pakistan’s first prime minister. Took office in
August 1947. He was assassinated at a political
rally on Oct. 16, 1951.

Tenure: Four years and two months.

KHAWAJA NAZIMUDDIN:

Took office on Oct. 17, 1951. He was dismissed

on April 17,1953, by the country’s governor
general - a powerful position inherited from

g British colonial rule - on charges of mismanaging
a religious riots.

Tenure: One year and six months.

MUHAMMAD ALI BOGRA:

Took office April 17, 1953. Resigned on Aug. 11,
1955.

Tenure: Two years and three months.

CHAUDHRI MOHAMMAD ALI:

Pakistani traders shout slogans and carry posters with the image of Pakistani army chief during an anti-India protest, in Lahore on March 5, 2019.
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Yet another
Pakistani prime
minister has
been ousted
from power,
following weeks
of high political
drama and days
of constitutional
chaos.

IUs nothing new
in Pakistani
politics. Imran
Khan is the

19th Pakistani
prime minister
to have failed

to complete his
term, continuing
an unbroken
trend since

the country’s
independence
in 1947. He is,
however, the first
prime minister
to have been
defeated in a
parliamentary
vote of no
confidence.

PAKISTAN’S DEMOCRACY
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Yet another blow,
but why?

INTERNATIONAL DESK

Despite all the unusual events occurring
around Sunday midnight - a parliamentary
vote of no confidence, an emergency
Supreme Court hearing, boisterous
speeches, mysterious helicopter rides, and a
clandestine meeting between now-ex prime
minister Imran Khan and the military and
intelligence chiefs -- nothing fundamentally
important shifted in Pakistan.

The transition from Khan’s government to
the opposition alliance was the result of an
intra-elite power struggle, not a people-based
mass mobilisation, such as those of the late
1960s, the late 1980s, or most recently, 2007-
08. The military went from propping Khan
up to declaring its neutrality. The so-called
“electables” of parliament switched sides. The
opposition suddenly had the numbers and
Khan was gone - for now.

But it was all written on the cards. For
people interested about Pakistani politics, the
events are all too familiar.

Half a century ago, military dictator Ayub
Khan brought rising political star Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto under his wing. By the early 1970s,
Bhutto was the establishment’s choice for
balancing “Bangabandhu” Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Bengali nationalist movement.

But the marriage ended badly: Bhutto was
deposed in a coup by General Zia-ul-Haq in
1977 and then sentenced to death under his
regime.

Next, in the 1980s, it was Zia’s turn,
nurturing the rise of Nawaz Sharif, then a
young industrialist. By the end of the decade,
Sharif was the establishment’s choice for

countering the “dangerous” Benazir

Bhutto.
Sure enough, theirs too
was an ugly divorce. Sharif
was deposed in a coup by
General Pervez Musharraf
in 1999 and removed
from his third stint
in power under
military pressure in
2017, spending the
intervening years
being Pakistan’s
loudest voice against
the military’s role in
politics.
Which brings us to
the present. The military
cozied up to Khan, a hugely
popular world cup winning
cricket captain, beginning in the
early 2010s, first using him and his
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, to pressure
the governments of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) from the street and later, in
2018, helping him to power in an election
widely considered rigged.

But seasoned observers knew exactly how
this movie would end: in shambles, tears, and
recrimination, as it did this weekend.

Whether Khan can rescue his political
fortunes or not, only time will tell. But he
has dealt one big blow to one of the most
significant democratic gains the country
achieved.

Khan'’s dalliance with the military has
arguably taken Pakistan back 30 years with
respect (o its political development.

Back in the 1990’s the two major parties,
the PML-N and PPP, had each spent the
previous decade, the 1990s, acting as the cat’s
paws for the military every time it tired of
the other, operating in the nebulous space
between co-conspirator and collaborator.

In 2006, at the apex of Musharraf’s power,
the heads of the two parties, Sharif and
Bhutto, both in exile, signed the Charter of

Democracy. The document appeared to mark
a fundamental shift. Among other things,
the pair pledged (o never conspire with the
military should it destabilise or replace an
elected government.

Many cynics dismissed the signatures
as mere theatre. But what followed was a
momentous time in Pakistan’s political
history. The period after Musharraf’s removal
(2008-2013) saw major gains such as the
18th Amendment, which gave Pakistan’s
parliament stronger protections against
dismissal or dissolution, a significant
achievement.

Through an apocalyptic flood, a global
recession, and a devastating war against the

Taliban, the PPP government handed the
reins to the PML-N. It was the first time in
Pakistan’s history that the National Assembly
had completed its tenure. Sixty-five years
after its birth as a republic, Pakistan had
finally achieved this.

During the PML-N’s tenure (2013-2018),
the PPP more or less returned the favour,
playing the role of loyal opposition. The
military was antsy, but without a major party
to play ball with, could not get up to its usual
tricks.

As such, there was genuine optimism that
Pakistan had taken strides towards shedding
its history as a military authoritarian state.

But Khan’s willingness to partner with
the military, something other major parties
had foresworn, meant that Pakistan’s hard-
earned progress on the civilian-military front
was squandered.

Observers say the PPP and PML-N have
played their own ignominious part in turning
back the clock to the 1990s by collaborating
with the military. In essence it tore up
whatever remained of the dog-eared Charter
of Democracy.

Ironically, it is now, out of power that
Khan and his PTI can actually strike a blow
for democracy and civilian supremacy,
should he choose to couch his fight in such
terms. But such a hope is too optimistic.

For now, instead of pointing to the
powerful military, Khan has found it
convenient to blame the US for his fall.
However, the relation was going from bad to
worse.

In October, simmering civil-military
tensions exploded in public view when Khan
tried to retain Lieutenant-General Faiz
Hameed as the military spy chief, rejecting
the nominee of army chief General Qamar
Bajwa.

General Bajwa’s nominee, Lieutenant-
General Nadeem Anjum, was eventually
appointed as the new director general of
Inter-Services Intelligence, but the weeks-
long standoff was bruising and ominous.

While the Pakistani military backed
Khan’s Moscow trip in February, differences
intensified after Khan made a high-stakes
domestic pivot. Faced with defeat in the no
confidence vote in parliament, Khan alleged a
US-led plot to remove him as punishment for
his Russia trip and neutral foreign policy.

The alleged US threat, and Khan’s claim
that the no-confidence was part of a US-led
conspiracy roiled Pakistani politics and civil
military relations.

Political analysts also described a number
of differences between Khan and the military
leadership that had accumulated over Khan’s
time in office, including poor political and
economic management by Khan that was

acting as a drag on the military’s public
image.

There had been high hopes for Khan
when he was elected in 2018 on a promise
of sweeping away decades of entrenched
corruption and cronyism. He also promised a
“new” Pakistan with an independent foreign
policy. Buy, critics say, he, a political novice
inept at understanding the complexities of
Pakistan politics, failed miserably to deliver.

A deepening economic crisis contributed
to dissatisfaction with Khan with double-digit
inflation dogging much of his term. But he is
not only to blame. He inherited the economic
crisis from previous government and Covid
pandemic made matters worse.

Defeated inside parliament and undone
outside, Khan though is unlikely to be a
spent force politically. The cyclical nature
of Pakistani politics has seen former prime
ministers rebound before.

Khan also has the advantage of clawing
his way back to power from a fertile political
base. His strong addresses to the nation on
independent foreign policy and national
dignity have made a stir among his still
sizeable supporters base and neutrals. The
huge protests across the country after his
ouster send a clear message.

Moreover, the perception among the youth
on the political elites, Sharifs and Zardaris,
are poor. They still see Khan as a better
option than them, according to reports from
Pakistan’s local media.

The next election must be held by late
2023 and in Pakistan’s fragmented electorate,
the winds of public opinion and the whims of
the military leadership could quickly change
in Khan’s favour.

Nadeem Afzal Chan, a former special
assistant to PM Khan who resigned his
position and rejoined the opposition PPP in
early March, said, “A month ago, people were
abusing [Khan and the PTI government| for
inflation.

“Now, they say he’s stood up for a proud
and independent Pakistan.”

Took office in August 1955. Internal differences in
the ruling party led to his ouster on Sept. 12, 1956.
Tenure: One year and one month.

HUSSAIN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY:

Took office on Sept. 12, 1956. Forced from office
after differences with other power centres on Oct.
18,1957.

Tenure: One year and one month.

IBRAHIM ISMAIL CHUNDRIGAR:

Took office in October 1957. Resigned on Dec.
16, 1957, faced with a no-confidence vote in
parliament.

Tenure: Less than two months.

MALIK FEROZ KHAN NOON:

Took office Dec. 16, 1957. Dismissed due to the
imposition of martial law in Pakistan on Oct. 7,
1958.

Tenure: Less than 10 months.

NOORUL AMIN:

Took office Dec. 7, 1971. Left office on Dec. 20,
1971, shortly after the secession of Bangladesh
from Pakistan.

Tenure: Less than two weeks.

ZULFIKAR ALI BHUTTO:

Took office on Aug. 14, 1973. He was overthrown
by a military coup on July 5, 1977, and eventually
jailed and executed.

Tenure: Three years and 11 months.

MUHAMMAD KHAN JUNEJO:

Took office in March 1985. He was dismissed on
May 29, 1988, by the military chief who was also
the president.

Tenure: Three years and two months.

BENAZIR BHUTTO:

Daughter of slain premier Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
and the first woman leader of a Muslim nation.
Took office on Dec. 2, 1988. Her government
was dismissed on Aug. 6, 1990, by the president,
a close aid of the deceased military ruler, on
charges of corruption.

Tenure: One year and eight months.

MIAN MUHAMMAD NAWAZ SHARIF:

Took office Nov. 6, 1990. His government was also
dismissed by the president on similar charges to
Bhutto on April 18, 1993. He was able to get the
decision overturned by the courts a few weeks
later and returned to office, but resigned again
after differences with the military.

Total tenure: Two years and seven months.

BENAZIR BHUTTO:

Returned to power for her second tenure in Oct.
19, 1993. Was dismissed by the president once
again on charges of misgovernance on Nov. 5,
1996.

Tenure: Just over three years.

NAWAZ SHARIF:

Came to power a second time on Feb. 17, 1997.
Overthrown by a military coup - the third in
Pakistan’s history - on Oct 12, 1999.

Tenure: Two years and eight months.

MIR ZAFARULLAH KHAN JAMALI:
Elected prime minister during military rule in
November 2002. He resigned after differences
with the military on June 26, 2004.

Tenure: One year and seven months.

YOUSAF RAZA GILANI:

Elected prime minister on March 25, 2008.
He was disqualified by the Supreme Court of
Pakistan in 2012 on charges of “contempt of
court”.

Tenure: Four years and one month.

NAWAZ SHARIF:

Elected prime minister for a third time on June 5,
2013. He was dismissed by the Supreme Court of
Pakistan on charges of concealing assets on July
28,2017.

Tenure: Four years and two months.

IMRAN KHAN:

Elected as prime minister on Aug. 18, 2018. Voted
out of power via a no-confidence motion by the
opposition on April 10, 2022.

Tenure: Three years and seven months.



