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Woman rescued 
from Ctg canal
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Fire service officials rescued a woman with 
disabilities from a canal at the port city’s Chandgaon 
area yesterday morning.

Locals found the woman stuck in the mud of 
Osmania canal around 10:00am and informed the 
local fire station. 

A team of fire service rescued the woman around 
10:30am, said Bahar Uddin, senior station officer at 
Kalurghat Fire Station.

The woman is around 55 years old. “We have 
given her primary treatment and later admitted her 
to Chattogram Medical College Hospital,” he said.

Tragic demise
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Suffering from a financial 
crisis, I often can’t support 
myself.” 

“There is a demand 
for earthen goods,” said 
Rumen Paul. Many are 
choosing earthenware 
again over plastic 
alternatives. However, 
they won’t find the craft 
available for long due to 
soil, energy and financial 
crisis.”

Contacted, acting 
Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
(UNO) of Rajnagar Bablu 
Sutradhar said, “I know 

there are some potter 
families, but I don’t know 
them. This industry is 
almost extinct. They have 
some opportunities for 
financial support. We’ll 
talk to them and see how 
we can help.”

“If the government 
really wants to save these 
potters, they must protect 
them and ensure proper 
support,” said Faruque 
Mahmud Chowdhury, 
president of Shushashoner 
Jonno Nagorik’s (Shujan) 
Sylhet chapter.

They want to see
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“We have all kinds of 
preparations to face any 
kind of crisis,” he said.

“Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s government has 
given utmost importance 
to food security,” the 
minister added.

The minister said the 
BNP-alliance also wanted 
to see Bangladesh fail in 

dealing with Covid-19. 
“But the prime minister 

has handled the situation 
successfully.”

Sujit Roy Nandi, AL 
relief and social welfare 
secretary; Humayun Kabir, 
general secretary, Dhaka 
South AL; and Sheikh 
Mohammad Azahar, relief 
and social welfare secretary 
also spoke at the event.   

Mega projects
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“When works for the mega 
project [metro rail] are 
finished, dust will reduce to 
a great extent as well,” said 
the mayor. “Several times, 
we have asked authorities 
of these projects to work 
by complying with rules, 

but to no avail. If everyone 
acts accordingly then it 
will be easy to control dust 
pollution.” 

“The city corporation 
alone can’t control it [air 
pollution], we have to 
do it in a collective and 
coordinated way.”   

Coordination
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Adulteration of fossil fuel, 
which is used in vehicles, is 
rampant. The department 
of power, energy and 
mineral resources; 
environment ministry; 
department of explosives; 
and Bangladesh Petroleum 
Corporation are authorities 
that look after the matter, 
he said. 

“We do not know if they 
are properly monitored… 
Carbon monoxide being 
released from transports is 
one of the major polluters. 
Apart from these, carbon 
dioxide, lead, nitrogen 
oxides, hydrocarbons, 
metallic particles and 
fumes from vehicles and 
industries continue to 
increase air pollution.” 

Regarding the 
corporation’s work, 
the mayor said, “We are 
spraying water regularly 
on roads and have given 
emphasis on planting 
trees. Hopefully, other 
government agencies will 
also pay more attention to 
reducing air pollution.”

Apart from this, it is 
also setting up secondary 
transfer stations on a ward-
by-ward basis to curb air 
pollution under its garbage 
management work, the 
mayor added.  

DU campus journo
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“It was not serious at all. 
Rifat is my friend, and we 
joke around all the time. 
He has been politically 
motivated to bring this 
false allegation against 
me,” he said. “It is all part of 
a conspiracy.” 

BCL’s Reazul Islam said, 
“This is an internal matter 
of the two involved. BCL 
has nothing to do with it.”

This correspondent 
could not reach BCL central 
committee’s president Al 
Nahean Khan Joy despite 
repeated attempts.  

To a new beginning
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university and people from 
all walks of life were present 
during the procession.

This year, the procession 
was arranged under the 
theme “Nirmal Koro 
Mangal Kore Molin 
Mormo Muchhaye”, which 
translates to an invitation 
to purify life and make it 
better by erasing the gloom 
and negativity of all sorts.

“The rhythm of our 
lives was disrupted by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The 
theme of this year’s rally 
was chosen in the hopes of 
restoring normalcy,” said 
Nisar Hossain. 

On the occasion, Bangla 
Academy organised 
lectures, poetry reading 
and cultural programmes. 
The new year lecture 
was delivered by folk 
literature researcher 
and playwright Saymon 
Zakaria. The academy’s 

folklore sub-division also 
organised performances 
of folk poetry and songs 
at Bhashashaheed 
Muktamancha. 

The programmes were 
followed by a Baishakhi 
fair on Bangla Academy 
premises as a joint 
initiative of the academy 
and Bangladesh Small 
and Cottage Industries 
Corporation. The fair was 
inaugurated by Industries 
Minister Nurul Majid 
Mahmud Humayun. 

Another programme 
was organised by Rishiz 
Shilpigoshthi in front 
of Shishu Park, which 
was dedicated to the 
organisation’s late 
president Fakir Alamgir 
and Sammilita Sangskritik 
Jote’s late general secretary 
Hassan Arif. The event was 
inaugurated by Bangla 
Academy’s president Selina 
Hossain.  

Dhaka air dusty  
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Workers involved in stone 
crushing without safety 
measures are exposed to 
silicosis, while those in the 
ship-breaking industry 
may contract asbestosis, he 
said. 

Dr Abdus Shakur Khan, 
treasurer of Bangladesh 
Lung Foundation, said, “We 
are all being affected by air 

pollution.” He said there are 
two types of air pollution -- 
outdoor and indoor.

People who stay at home 
or work at office are also 
being affected due to air 
indoor pollution, which 
generates from dust and 
damp weather, he said.

Khan said even people 
with good lung condition 
are at risk due to the 

severity of air pollution.
According to a study 

conducted by Stamford 
University’s Center for 
Atmospheric Pollution 
Studies from 2016 to 2021, 
Dhaka residents have 
inhaled clean air for only 
38 days in the last six years.

The study highlighted 
the gravity of the air 
pollution that over two 
crore people of the city are 
exposed to every day.

For the last six years, the 
average AQI (Air Quality 
Index) score in Dhaka has 
been 219, which falls in 
the category of extremely 
unhealthy, the report said. 

The permissible limit of 
clean air is AQI 0-50.

Dust generated from 
development work 
contributes to 30 percent 
of air pollution, while 
industries and brick kilns 
are responsible for about 
29 percent. 

As per the World Health 
Organization, air pollution 
kills an estimated seven 
million people worldwide 
every year, largely as a result 
of increased mortality 
from stroke, heart disease, 
chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, 
lung cancer and acute 
respiratory infections.
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Nana Halim
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However, the cost of the 
halim has gone up, said 
some residents. The shop 
owner said it’s due to price 
hike of commodities.

Mofasar Lelin came to 
buy halim from Iqbal Nagar 
area. He said he arrived 
there early, since crowds 
are larger nearing iftar 
time, and the shop often 
tends to run out.  

This correspondent 
managed to talk to Hazrat 
Ali amid his busy schedule. 

“I make 130 to 150 kilos 
of halim every day during 
Ramadan. In the first 
hours, at the start of the 
sales, more than half of it 
gets finished. My main goal 
is to give Khulna residents 
a taste of halim free from 
adulteration.”

A crowd of people gather with bowls in hand to get a taste of the famous 
Nana Halim during iftar. Since 1993, the owner and chef Hajrat Ali, lovingly 
called “Nana” by locals, has been selling halim exclusively during Ramadan. 
Selling per kilo of halim for Tk 300, this savoury item has become a staple for 
Khulna residents. This photo was taken recently in the city’s South Central 
Road. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


