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Pak PM sends positive 
signals to China, US

Islamabad rejects ‘unwarranted reference’ 
to Pakistan in India-US joint statement

DAWN ONLINE

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has 
reiterated the need for cooperation 
with the United States and India, 
while assuring Beijing of further 
deepening of relations.

“The new government wishes to 
constructively and positively engage 
with the US to promote shared goals 
of peace, security and development 
in the region,” the Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister’s Office on Tuesday said in 
response to a White House statement 
on Shehbaz taking over as the new 
prime minister.

Talking to the Charge d’ Affaires 

of People’s Republic of China, Pang 
Chunxue, Shehbaz affirmed his 
government’s commitment to further 
deepening the win-win economic 
cooperative partnership between the 
countries.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s Foreign 
Office yesterday categorically rejected 
the “unwarranted reference” to 
Pakistan in a joint statement issued by 
India and US following the fourth ‘2+2’ 
dialogue between the two countries. 
In the statement, US and India called 
on Pakistan to take “immediate, 
sustained, and irreversible action” 
to ensure that no territory under its 
control was used for terrorist attacks.

Imran Khan 
probed for ‘sale of 
gifted necklace’
NDTV ONLINE 

Pakistan’s top investigative agency has opened 
an inquiry against former prime minister Imran 
Khan over allegations that an expensive necklace 
received as a gift during his tenure was sold to a 
jeweller for 18 crore rupees instead of depositing 
it to the state gift repository, according to media 
report yesterday. The necklace Khan received as 
a gift was not sent to the state gift repository, but 
given to former special assistant Zulfikar Bukhari, 
who sold it to a jeweller in Lahore for  18 crore 
rupees, the Express Tribune newspaper reported.

This handout photo received from Philippine Army yesterday shows Pilar Village residents being 
evacuated on boat to the town of Abuyog after their village were struck by landslide on Tuesday due to 
heavy rains brought about by tropical storm Megi. The death toll from the landslide rose to 80 yesterday 
with scores missing and feared dead, officials said. PHOTO: AFP

We’re here because we 
have reasonable grounds to 
believe that crimes within the 
jurisdiction of the court are being 
committed. We have to pierce the 
fog of war to get to the truth.

ICC chief prosecutor Karim Khan says 

after visiting the Ukrainian town of Bucha

Let me say 
immediately 
that I’ve paid 
the fine and 
I once again 
offer a full 
apology.

UK PM 
Boris Johnson 
says after being 

fined for breaching 
lockdown laws in 

the “Partygate” 
scandal

BESIEGED CITY OF MARIUPOL

1,000 Ukrainian 
troops surrender
Claims Russia after weeks of 
heavy bombardment
AGENCIES

More than 1,000 Ukrainian marines have surrendered 
in the port of Mariupol, Russia’s defence ministry said 
of its main strategic target in the eastern Donbas region, 
which has been reduced to ruins but is not yet under 
Russian control.

If the Russians take the Azovstal industrial district, 
where the marines have been holed up, they would be in 
full control of Mariupol, Ukraine’s main Sea of Azov port, 
allowing Russia to reinforce a land corridor between 
separatist-held eastern areas and the Crimea region that 
it seized and annexed in 2014. 

Surrounded and bombarded by Russian troops for 
weeks and the focus of some of the fiercest fighting of 
the war, Mariupol would be the first major city to fall 
since Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24.

Russia’s defence ministry said yesterday that 1,026 

marines had surrendered, including 162 officers.
Ukraine’s general staff said Russian forces were 

proceeding with attacks on Azovstal and the port, but a 
defence ministry spokesman said he had no information 
about any surrender. 

US President Joe Biden said for the first time that 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine amounted to genocide, a 
term denounced by Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov, 
reports Reuters.

Meanwhile, presidents of Poland, Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia arrived in Kyiv to meet Zelenskiy, the Polish 
leader’s office said. Estonian President Alar Karis had 
earlier tweeted that they were offering political support 
and military aid.

Moscow’s incursion into Ukraine, the biggest attack 
on a European state since 1945, has seen more than 4.6 
million people flee abroad, killed or wounded thousands 
and left Russia increasingly isolated on the world stage.

Another Palestinian 

killed in West Bank
REUTERS, Ramallah

Israeli soldiers shot and killed a Palestinian in the 
occupied West Bank yesterday, the Palestinian 

Health Ministry said, as troops mounted 
more sweeps in the territory after 

deadly Arab attacks in Israel. The 
ministry said Mohammed Assaf, 
34, was a lawyer who worked for 
a department of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation that 
documents and lobbies against 
Israeli settlement activity on 

land Palestinians seek for a state. 
Palestinian health officials said 

seven people were wounded with 
live bullets in the Nablus clashes. The 

Israeli military stepped up its raids in the West 
Bank following attacks by two Palestinians from 
the territory and three members of Israel’s Arab 
minority which have killed 14 people in Israel 
since late March. More than 20 Palestinians have 
been killed by Israeli forces since January.


