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Barishal
ready (o

welcome
Baishakh

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Barishal
Barishal city is all ready
with its extravagant and
colourful festivities to
welcome the Bangla New
Year 1429 in high spirits.

At 8:00am today,
Barishal’s Charukola
will inaugurate an array
of festivities for the day
on Barishal City College
premises, said Nazmul
Alam Ovi, joint
coordinator of the
programme.

Udichi
Barishal unit
has also
arranged
a “Mangal
Shobhajatra”
from Brojo
Mohun
Bidhyaloy (BM
School) ground
at 8:10am, with
a “Rakhi Bandhan”
(friendship ties)
ceremony, according to
Saifur Rahman Miron,
president Udichi in
Barishal.

On the occasion of
greeting the new year,
local businesspeople have
also made preparations to
observe “Halkhata Utsab”
in a befitting manner.

They will welcome
customers with snacks and
sweets.

Meanwhile, the
administration has taken

hari

Last of the ‘shokher
" potters

Artisans in Rajshahi struggling to preserve this cultural symbol

Of renewed
hope and
recovery

Dhaka boutiques see rise in
sales on Pahela Baishakh

MEHRIN MUBDI CHOWDHURY

“At least the pandemic has subsided and people
are coming back to the stores. We reserved a
moderate collection for Baishakh, especially for
consumers who want to celebrate the occasion
with fervour,” said Khalid Mahmood Khan, owner
of home-grown apparel store Kay Kraft.

“And it’s just not Kay Kraft. Many other
fashion stores in the city have also produced their
Baishakhi collections,” he added.

Eid-ul-Fitr and Pahela Baishakh make up the
country’s biggest shopping seasons. Although
Pahela Baishakh coincides with Ramadan this
year, businesses still expect at least 15-20 percent
of 2018/19 sales, which were booming before the
pandemic.

Eid sales are also expected to pick up creating
a hope that the industry can finally recover from
the two-year-long slump due to the pandemic.

Meanwhile, customers are also optimistic
about the celebration altogether.

Sabera Anwar, an entrepreneur who initiated

PHOTO: STAR the “Go Deshi” venture in 2021, said, “In 2021,

uparzila, this correspondent saw rooms
of his house filled with newly harvested
onions.

He said they never engaged in
agriculture before, but began cultivating

ineflicient marketing systems, and
acceptance in society.

Sushanta said there were around 4,500
potters in the Rajshahi region. Shokher
hari was essential in the daily life of

measures as well.

“Local administration
and law enforcement have
taken special measures
for the safety and security

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

What makes “Shokher Hari”, (a decorative
clay pot made in rural regions) unique
is its colours and presentation. It bears

it [lockdown| was a blessing in disguise for
many brands which would have otherwise gone
bankrupt. The statistics are slightly different
today, at least 60 percent of the consumers

are opting to go to brick and mortar stores to
purchase products instead of viewing them
online. We had to open a Go Deshi outlet this
year (o cater to their needs.”

of people attending testament to Bangalee craftsmanshipand  crops to survive the pandemic’s financial Rajshahi’s citizens before.

functions and fair grounds the utilitarian purpose of a pot -- making blow. Things got so bad that he had to In those times, people used these clay
of Pahela Baishakh and it one of the most unforgettable beg a few years ago when he needed materials to entertain guests and use
related programmes,” carthenwares ip our region. multiple surgeries for his them in weddings. “Now, potters survive
said Jasim Uddin Haider, However, this cralft, neurological treatment. In one only by participating in the fairs during
deputy commissioner (DC) popularly made in Rajshahi, of the rooms in his house, Baishakh.”

of Barishal. and a symbol of art and this correspondent saw one “Since the pandemic, fairs aren’t

“We’ll ensure
undisrupted power
supply at night, deploy
mobile patrol teams in
both uniform and plain
clothes, and check-posts
at key points,” said Md
Shahabuddin, Barishal
metropolitan police
commissioner.

“We’ll also make sure
continuous vigilance
against pick-pockets and
eve teasers is present,” the
official told The Daily Star.

who have been preserving the craft.

culture - is ceasing to exist |
due to a lack of support.
Sushanta Kumar ‘
Paul (62), award-winning
maestro of artisanal
pottery from Bashantapur,
Rajshahi, and his family
members are considered to be
the last potters in the country

But at present, many of Paul’s family
members have started engaging in
agriculture alongside pottery for survival.

During a recent visit to Sushanta’s
residence at Basantapur village in Paba

the 8,000-year-old Indus valley
civilisation.

Researchers said lack of capital, and
high profits in alternative occupations are
hurting the country’s pottery industries.
The potters also suffer from a lack of
raw materials, transportation problems,

SHide
b
S

b

GRS o Sfefmifae s fbg

e Az

(AT, T d, FEEesie
Web: www.dewbn.gov.bd, Email: commercial@dewbn.qov.bd

ol o B0k, Y. 09,288,223 5990

TIfAse yo 9fem 2058

waoig e

o LB T T 7 s o e obT 3G 05F e € odfl T ARET <l 47 AT TN TR haRNE
=fg=l G ol Aon Fave sEei G e g, W, swen o Gl S gleE e wloeRarvg

5 T B T g e suer Ty, o, TR, SRR |
ey T A \ | W SRR TS R TRGE TSSO HTT CE0g WaTeRaT s Bl

e T s T EE wf a1 o3 o AmEEE whe G ot
e T T

(8o il wao Wi #A54Bd 4 it welilfe «2 #5 oo 45 v
il o AAGEE T YRR e IR T B Ao e
e | i g7 S o B P asft o wonks erge
we e e an | g wE onfE ol are e so Hibw s
AT N W 1)

4 AT obf Bo BER x 30 fBE H, oil 2ofbR x20 WEm
wita (i [afR) oa 03l oo Rl «pfible «00 whm ase sdoes
frreféter caremaras g s gfi 2w e

& | ALY TEUCT ST PSSy e Ferary-T e
/i (i3 FOR it mreg a3t iRl swar g T o gy
=% (Hinge) = 9899 Steel *%e3T 5ye &@rs &9 Steel
oA Wit Te wEw-w 8o fEw xap fER el T wme
T T W R

8 1 P aifae wei e wioda wiel gfe wiod wED ona ciwld Yo e
TTTE! FEE T

of Paul’s daughters-in-law
Koruna Rani Paul learning
how to shape clay pots.
According to folklore
experts, the history of
shokher hari and other
craft items like tepa putul
and terracotta dates back to

erased forever.”

The government needs to
‘ ‘ provide them allowances
and loans. Potters need to
adopt modern production
methods, and people need
to respect these crafts to
preserve their heritage.

ABDULLAH AL MAMUN
Associate Prof, Department of Folklore at RU

fetching us enough money either. How will
we survive for the rest of the year?”

Paul says he taught at least 17 family
members the craft, but many of them have
started finding other jobs. “If they aren’t
properly taught, this tradition would be

Associate Professor Abdullah Al Mamun
of Rajshahi University’s Department of
Folklore said, “The government needs to
provide them allowances and loans on
eased terms. Potters need to adopt modern
production methods and people need to
develop respect for ancient traditions and
crafts to preserve this heritage.”

According to Sabera, the wage rates of the
artisans have increased substantially. Monthly
wages of artisans have risen by as much as Tk
8,000-10,000. There’s a shortage of imported
fabrics in the market and the price of cotton has
increased extensively.

“On the demand side, consumers are more
stringent with their budgets, because of the
dreadful pandemic experience. Hence even
though the producers are optimistic about the
current sales prospect, it will still take a few more
years o recover what we have already lost in the
last two,” she said.

“For us, Baishakh is the New Year. So definitely
there is a Baishakhi collection at my store.

And I am extremely hopeful that the sales will
be satisfactory as well,” said fashion designer
Chandana Dewan.

Bangladesh Development Bank Limited

) Head Office, BDBL Bhaban
‘ 8, Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka-1000
o IT System Department

BDBL Invitation for Re-Tender

13/04/2022

Supply, Installation & Operation of Bulk Masking/Non Masking SMS
Service (Push & Push-Pull) at BDBL Head Office for next 03 (Three) years

Tender is invited from the reputed SMS Service Provider for Supply, Installation of SMS Service (SMS Push
and Push-Pull Service) and Integration with CBS in Quarterly Payment basis for 03 (three) years. Necessary
infarmalions are given below:
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Government of the People’s

Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD
Ferry Division, Topkhana, Sylhet
Phone: +8802-996631429
Email: eefdsyl@rhd.gov.bd

Memo No. s34 Date: s9/8/20333¢

Notice for e-GP Tender(s)

e-Tenders are invited in the National e-GP
Portal (https://www.eprocure.qov.bd) for the
Procurement of Works/Goods and related
service of RHD, Ferry Division, Topkhana,
Sylhet: e-Tender ID No-674010 & 673992,
total 2 (Two) e-Tenders. These are online
tender(s), where only e-Tender will be
accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. For
further information, visit e-GP help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Mazedul Hossain
ID No. 602319
Executive Engineer (C.C). RHD

GD-759 Ferry Division, Sylhet

0Z. | Procurement method

01. | Procunng entity [T System Depariment, Bangladesh Development Bank Limited (BDBL),
| Head Office, BDBL Bnaban (Leval-08), 8, Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka-1000.

Through Open Tenderng Method (OTM) of Public Procurement Rules,
2008 and The Public Procurement Act, 2006 (Comected up fo 2021)

03. | Invitation for Re-Tender No. | BDBLITSD/OTM/2022/01 Dated: April, 2022

04. | Source of funds BOBL own fund

05. | Brief descripion of goods
and services

Supply, Instalaion & Operation of Bulk Masking™on Masking SMS
Service (Push & Push-Pull) at BDBL Head Office for next 03 (three) years.

06. | Name & addess of
receiving tender security &
other documentary
evidence

[T System Depariment, Bangladesh Development Bank Limited (BDBL),
Head Office, BDBL Bhaban (Level-§), 8, Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka-1000.

07. | Last date and time for | 26-04-2022 up to 10:00am.

selling tender schedule

08. | Last date and time for | 26-04-2022 up to 2:00pm.
submission

08. | Date, tme and placa for | All lenders will be apened at IT System Department, Head Office, Dhaka on
tender opening 26-04-2022 at 2:30pm (Iniending tenderers or their authorzed

represeniatives are allowed to attend at the time of opening of fender).

10. | Eligibility of tenderer The minimum number of years of general experience of the tenderer in

contracting industries in public sector as Prime Contractor shall be 3 (three)

years. The tenderer must submit documentary evidence of their experience

and

I, The tenderer must have experence to implement Bulk Masking/Non
Masking SMS Service with CBS integration al least 02 (two)
Bangladeshi schedule bank/financial institution.

i, Any distibutor on behalf of the Service Provider can't participate in the
tender,

iii) The tenderer must have AZP SMS Aggregalor Provider in Bangladesh
licensed by BTRC.

. The fenderer must have MNP license agreement.

v. The tenderer must submit documentary evidence of their experience,
license, faifing which the tenderer would be Ireated as MNon-
Responsive.

11. | Time for completion of the
works

02 (two) weeks from the date of issue of Contract Award,

12. | Tender security 1,50,000.00 (one lac fifty thousand Taka only)
Tender security money only will be required in the form of Pay Order in

favor of Bangladesh Development Bank Limited, Head Office, Dhaka.

13. | Prica of tender schedule Taka 2,000/ (two thousand) only (non-refundable).

BDBL reserves the night to accept or reject any or all tender either in part or full without assigning any reason
whatsoever. If occur any government holiday then the tender opening date will be shified to next working day.

Saifuddin Ahmad
Deputy General Manager
IT System Department
BDBL, Head Office, Dhaka

G0-751 Ph: (2-57160451




