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depending on moon 
sighting, advance tickets 
for April 27 will be sold on 
April 23. Tickets for April 
28, 29, 30 and May 1 will be 
sold on April 24, 25, 26, and 
27, respectively.

Fifty percent of the 
tickets, however, would be 
sold online. One person 

would be allowed to buy 
four tickets. Selling of 
tickets both at the counter 
and online will start at 
8:00am.

The minister said six 
special trains would be 
operated ahead and on Eid 
day. BR will start selling 
return tickets from May 1, 
he added.

Stuck in legal
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following the state’s 
adjournment prayers, said 
defence lawyer Mohammad 
Shishir Manir.

An HC bench led by 
Justice Krishna Debnath 
(now an Appellate 
Division judge), which was 
scheduled to hold hearing 
on the death reference and 
appeals on October 24 last 
year, sent the case files 
to then chief justice Syed 
Mahmud Hossain, as the 
bench was reconstituted.

Neither the then CJ nor 
current CJ Hasan Foez 
Siddique has assigned any 
other HC bench for hearing 
and dealing with the case, 
Manir said

Deputy Attorney General 
Shaheen Ahmed Khan said 
if the HC starts the hearing, 
15 to 20 working days may 

be needed for conclusion of 
the hearing. Manir’s “375 
times adjourned” claim 
may not be authentic, as 
the normal functions of 
the court were suspended 
for a long time due to the 
pandemic, he said. 

A Dhaka court on June 
23, 2014 handed down 
death penalty to eight 
militants of Harkat-ul-
Jihad (Huji), including its 
chief Mufti Abdul Hannan, 
for killing 10 people. 

Six other militants were 
sentenced to life in prison.

Hannan was executed 
on April 13, 2017 at 
Kashimpur High Security 
Prison. He was executed 
for carrying out a grenade 
attack on then British 
High Commissioner Anwar 
Choudhury in Sylhet on 
May 21, 2004.

SC to hear
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the trial proceedings.
Appearing for the state, 

Attorney General AM Amin 
Uddin opposed it.

Lawyers Md Ramzan Ali 
Sikder, M Asaduzzaman 
and Abdullah Al Noman 
were present for Shahidul.

Sara Hossain told The 
Daily Star if the lower court 
concerned runs the trial 
proceedings, Shahidul 
will be prejudiced as his 
petition is pending with 
the apex court. The trial 
court is scheduled to hear 
the case on May 11, she said.

Citing the grounds on 
which the SC may allow 
the petition, the lawyer 
said the case cannot run 
as its investigation had not 
been completed before the 
repeal of Section 57 of the 
ICT Act.

Section 61 of the Digital 
Security Act does not allow 
proceedings of the case 
against Shahidul, she said.

She said Shahidul’s 
petition, rejected by 
the HC, is acceptable as 
his constitutional and 
fundamental rights are 
involved in it and there are 
procedural errors in case.

On August 5, 2018, 
Shahidul, now 67, founder 
of Drik Gallery and 
Pathshala South Asian 
Media Institute, was picked 
up from his Dhanmondi 
residence during a 
widespread demonstration 
for safe road. Police filed 
the case and he was later 
remanded for seven days.

In court, Shahidul 
said he was tortured in 
custody. Police denied the 
allegation. Shahidul was 
denied bail and sent to jail 
by a court on August 13. On 
November 15, 2018, the HC 
granted him bail.

5 martyred 
of a family 
recalled
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The 51st martyrdom 
anniversary of five 
members of the family of 
Saidur Rahman, founder 
(President) of Projonmo 
‘71, will be observed 
tomorrow. On this day in 
1971, Fazlur Rahman, his 
wife Hosne Akhter, and 
three sons Mostafizur 
Rahman Moznu, a college 
student, Hasinur Rahman 
Hiron, a school student, 
and Azizur Rahman 
Babu, also a school 
student, were killed at 
their railway government 
residence in Sayedpur 
under Nilphamari by the 
Pakistan occupation forces 
and their collaborators for 
their involvement in the 
Liberation War.

Saidur’s mother was 
buried alive after being 
charged with a bayonet. 
Saidur along with his elder 
sister Dilruba Khatun 
(Kajol) and younger sister 
late Camellia Rahman 
(Kakon) escaped narrowly.

Saidur Rahman, a 
senior news presenter of 
Channel-i, requested all to 
pray for the salvation of the 
departed souls.

Unintended
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“However, we have started 
witnessing a stagnation 
over these successes in the 
last five years,” she said.

She noted some issues, 
including the decrease in 
the child marriage rate by 
only 1 percent in the last 
five years in the country.

About 15.5 percent 
of all adolescents in 
Bangladesh don’t have 
their family planning 
needs met, resulting in 
unintended pregnancies. 
Additionally, gender-
based violence, access 
to sexual reproductive 
health measures and lack 
of sex education play a 
negative role in women’s 
empowerment.

“We are really at a point 
where we might actually 
be reversing the gains,” 
she said. She also stressed 
taking measures against 
the increased rate of child 
marriage in the country 
during and after the 
pandemic.

“Child marriage has a 
significant contribution to 
unintended pregnancies as 

five out of 10 child brides 
become pregnant before 
the age of 18,” said Narita. 

She also stated that 
climate change has been 
negatively affecting 
pregnancies, which the 
government should look 
into.

“We have arranged 
Alapon helpline for the 
adolescent youths where 
they can call and get correct 
information on sexual 
and reproductive health... 
about family planning and 
child marriage,” she said.

“We are also going to be 
working with secondary 
schools to ensure life 
skill educations, talking 
about child marriage. 
We are working with the 
department of secondary 
education to expand the 
curriculum to more than 
5,000 high schools,” she 
added. Besides, the UNFPA 
has trained as many as 
50,000 midwives.

“Of course, we are going 
to be working with the 
government and on the 
policy level on these issues 
as well,” said Narita.
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of his GCRG on Tuesday, 
set up in response to the 
hunger crisis triggered by 

the ongoing war between 
Russia and Ukraine. The 
PM expressed confidence 
to fulfill vision of the group.
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