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At least 45 dead 
in S Africa floods
AFP, Durban

At least 45 people have died in floods and 
mudslides after rainstorms struck the South 
African port city of Durban and surrounding 
KwaZulu-Natal province, the authorities said 
yesterday. “The latest reports indicate that 
over 45 people have lost their lives as a result 
of the heavy rains, this number could possibly 
increase as more reports come in,” the province’s 
Department of Cooperative Governance 
announced in a statement. Days of pounding 
rain flooded several areas and shut dozens of 
roads across the southeastern city, while landslips 
caused train services across KwaZulu-Natal to 
be suspended. Video footage shared by private 
emergency and rescue workers and paramedics 
showed flooded city highways, submerged cars 
and collapsed houses. The disaster management 
department in KwaZulu-Natal province urged 
people to stay at home and ordered those residing 
in low-lying areas to move to higher ground. 

‘263m to face extreme poverty’
AFP, London

Fallout from the Ukraine conflict, 
growing inequality and Covid could 
force more than a quarter of a billion 
people into extreme poverty this year, 
Oxfam forecast yesterday.

The British-based charity issued 
the warning in a report published 
before next week’s annual meetings 
of the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund.

“New Oxfam estimates show 
that 263 million more people could 
be pushed into extreme poverty in 
2022, due to the combined impact 
of Covid-19, inequality and food and 
energy price inflation -- accelerated by 
the war in Ukraine,” Oxfam said.

“Poorer countries face looming 
debt crises and the purchasing power 
of wages is depressed, while corporate 
profits soar and billionaire wealth 
reaches unprecedented levels.”

“Without immediate radical action, 
we could be witnessing the most 
profound collapse of humanity into 
extreme poverty and suffering in 
memory,” said Oxfam International 
Executive Director Gabriela Bucher. 

“This terrifying prospect is made 
more sickening by the fact that 
trillions of dollars have been captured 
by a tiny group of powerful men who 
have no interest in interrupting this 
trajectory.”

The World Bank had previously 
estimated that 198 million people 

faced extreme poverty -- defined as 
living on less than $1.90 per day -- due 
to the Covid pandemic.

Another 65 million people are 
at risk due to fallout from Russia’s 
Ukraine invasion -- including soaring 
energy and food prices.
The total number of people in extreme 
poverty worldwide could reach 860 
million. Oxfam called for an immediate 
global economic rescue plan to tackle 
the vast problem.
“G20 leaders, the IMF and World Bank, 
together with all leaders, must act,” it 
declared. 
The organisation urged debt 
cancellation and more aid for the 
world’s poorest nations, while calling 
for higher taxation on the wealthy.

This handout photo taken yesterday and received from the Philippine Coast Guard shows coast guard personnel evacuating 
local residents from their flooded homes in the town of Panitan, Capiz province as heavy rains brought on by Tropical 
Storm Megi inundated the area. The death toll from the storm to hit the Philippines this year rose to 42. PHOTO: AFP

Pak army takes 
note of recent 
criticism
Expresses confidence 

in leadership’s ‘well-

considered stance to 

uphold Constitution’

DAWN ONLINE

A meeting of Pakistan Army officials 
yesterday took note of the recent criticism 
directed at the institution on social media 
and expressed complete confidence in the 
leadership’s “well-considered stance to 
uphold the Constitution and the rule of 
law”.

According to a statement issued from the 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the 
79th Formation Commanders’ Conference 
was held at the General Headquarters 
that was attended by the army’s corps 
commanders, principal staff officers and 
all formation commanders 
and presided over by 
Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General 
Qamar Javed 
Bajwa.

“The forum 
took note of the 
recent propaganda 
campaign by some 
quarters to malign 
[the] Pakistan Army and 
create division between the 
institution and society.

“National security of Pakistan is 
sacrosanct. Pakistan Army has always stood 
by the state institutions to guard it and 
always will, without any compromise,” the 
ISPR statement said.

It added that the forum expressed 
“complete confidence in the leadership’s 
well-considered stance to uphold the 
Constitution and rule of law at all costs”.

The military has come under criticism 
this week, especially in the wake of former 
prime minister Imran Khan’s ouster 
through a successful vote of no-confidence.

TENSIONS OVER N KOREA

US aircraft carrier 
deploys off Korean 
peninsula
REUTERS, Seoul

The USS Abraham Lincoln strike group is 
operating in waters off the Korean peninsula, 
the US Navy said yesterday, amid tensions over 

North Korea’s missile launches 
and concerns that it could soon 
resume testing nuclear weapons. 
“The Abraham Lincoln Carrier 
Strike Group is conducting 
bilateral operations with the 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
in the Sea of Japan,” Commander 
Hayley Sims, a spokesperson for 
the Japan-based US Seventh Fleet, 

said in a statement. This is the first time since 
2017 that a carrier group has been deployed to 
the waters between South Korea and Japan.


