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Welcome 
back to ‘old 
Pakistan’
Politicians, journos 

react to Imran 

Khan’s ouster

DAWN ONLINE

Over a month after the 
no-confidence motion 
was tabled against Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
March 8, members of 
the National Assembly 
finally cast their votes to 
make Imran Khan the 
first prime minister in the 
country’s history to be 
ousted through a vote of 
no confidence.

As had been the case 
over the last several 
months, the result of the 
vote received a mixed 
response.

PML-N leader Khawaja 
Saad Rafque welcomed the 
nation back to “Purana 
[old] Pakistan”, while 
PTI leader and Senator 
Faisal Javed Khan said 
the premier “walked out 
gracefully and didn’t bow 
down”.
Activist Ammar Ali 
Jan said that “a clumsy 
attempt to sabotage the 
constitution has been 
defeated,” adding, however, 
that “the struggle for 
people’s rights continues”.
Journalist Cyril Almeida 
simply tweeted: “The 
hybrid regime is dead”.
“Imran Khan sets yet 
another new Pak record! 
Becomes the first PM to be 
ousted through a vote of 
no confidence,” quipped 
another journalist Hasan 
Zaidi.
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Palestinian 
woman shot dead 
by Israeli forces
AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli forces shot dead a Palestinian woman 
yesterday near the southern West Bank city of 
Bethlehem, the Palestinian health ministry said, 
the latest in a surge of violence. The ministry said 
the woman, aged in her 40s, died in a hospital 
in the West Bank city of Beit Jala after suffering 
massive blood loss from a torn artery. She was 
identified as Ghada Ibrahim Sabatien, a widowed 
mother of six, the Palestinian news agency Wafa 
reported. The Israeli army said troops fired 
warning shots into the air when the woman 
approached them near the town of Husan, 
before they “fired towards the suspect’s lower 
body”. The woman was transferred to the Red 
Crescent for treatment, the army said, adding it 
was investigating the incident, which comes amid 
heightened tensions in Israel and the West Bank.

Sri Lanka nearly out of medicine
Doctors warn as crisis bites; anti-govt protests continue
AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s doctors warned yesterday they 
were nearly out of life-saving medicines 
and said the island nation’s economic crisis 
threatened a worse death toll than the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Weeks of power blackouts and 
severe shortages of food, fuel and 
pharmaceuticals have brought widespread 
misery to Sri Lanka, which is suffering its 
worst downturn since independence in 
1948.

The Sri Lanka Medical Association 
(SLMA) said that all hospitals in the 
country no longer had access to imported 
medical tools and vital drugs.

Several facilities have already suspended 
routine surgeries since last month because 
they were dangerously low on anaesthetics, 

but the SLMA said that even emergency 
procedures may not be possible very soon.

“We are made to make very difficult 
choices. We have to decide who gets 
treatment and who will not,” the group said 
yesterday, after releasing a letter they had 
sent President Gotabaya Rajapaksa days 
earlier to warn him of the situation.

“If supplies are not restored within days, 
the casualties will be far worse than from 
the pandemic.”

Mounting public anger over the 
crisis has seen large protests calling for 
Rajapaksa’s resignation.

Thousands of people braved heavy 
rains to keep up a demonstration outside 
the leader’s seafront office in the capital 
Colombo for a second day.

Business leaders joined calls for the 
president to step down on Saturday and 
said the island’s chronic fuel shortages had 
seen their operations haemorrhage cash.

Rajapaksa’s government is seeking 
an IMF bailout to help extricate Sri 
Lanka from the crisis, which has seen 
skyrocketing food prices and the local 
currency collapse in value by a third in the 
past month.

Police members pull out the body of a civilian, who according to the head of the village was 
killed by Russian soldiers amid Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, from a well at the fuel station 
in Buzova, Kyiv region, Ukraine yesterday. Inset, a mother reacts as the police members 
exhume the body of her son from the well at the fuel station in Buzova. PHOTO: REUTERS

Macron faces far-
right challenge as 
France votes
AFP, Paris

French President Emmanuel Macron yesterday 
faced a tough test seeking re-election in a vote 
projected to produce a tight run-off with far-
right leader Marine Le Pen. Polls opened in 
mainland France at 0600 GMT after an unusual 
campaign overshadowed by Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine that analysts warned could lead to 
unpredictable outcomes with turnout a major 

factor. Early indications showed that 
turnout was around three percentage 

points lower than at the same stage 
in 2017, although above 2002 when 
record numbers of French stayed 
away. Polls predict that Macron 
will lead Le Pen by a handful of 
percentage points in round one, 

with the top two going through 
to a second-round vote on April 24. 

Far-left candidate Jean-Luc Melenchon 
is snapping at their heels in third place and still 
fancies his chances of reaching the second round 
at the expense of Le Pen or even -- in what would 
be an extraordinary upset -- President Macron 
himself. Macron cast his ballot in Le Touquet on 
the northern French coast, accompanied by his 
wife Brigitte, around lunchtime.


