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“I have no way to avoid 
handing over duties to her,” 
he said, adding that he had 
all accounts of financial 
affairs and no corruption 
occurred.

Asked about the village 
arbitrations, he said he was 
not aware of any.

On Wednesday, Paul 
and her co-worker Badiul 
Alam hurled abuses 
and beat up 18 female 
students for entering the 
school without a proper 
uniform, according to the 
written complaint filed 
the following day by their 
guardians to the UNO, 
education officer and 
police.

 Alam also hit three 
class-8 students on Paul’s 
instructions, it said.

That evening, one 
Shamim Ahmed Joy in 

social media post said Paul 
beat up the students for 
wearing hijab. He deleted 
the post later, but by then, 
the post had become viral.

On Thursday, over a 
hundred people sieged 
the school, ransacked 
furniture and demanded 
Paul’s removal.

Police tackled the 
situation that day and the 
school headmaster issued a 
show-cause notice against 
Paul amid escalating 
reactions from school 
staffers and villagers.

“Wearing hijab is no 
new thing in the school. I 
never scolded anyone for 
this and definitely not that 
day,” Paul told The Daily 
Star.

A quarter in the school 
is trying to give a simple 
disciplinary issue a 
religious colour, Tarafder 

told The Daily Star.
“I talked to a cross-

section of people 
before making my 
recommendation for 
her,” he said, adding that 
ignoring his endorsement 
should be investigated.

A probe panel has been 
formed to investigate the 
incident headed by the 
Upazila Livestock Officer 
Abdul Malek. The panel 
has been ordered to submit 
their report by today, said 
Mohadevpur UNO Mizanur 
Rahman.
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Russia is seeking to 
establish a land corridor 
from Crimea, which it 
annexed in 2014, and the 
eastern Donbas region that 
is partly held by Moscow-
backed separatists, 
Britain’s defence ministry 
has said.

Satellite images released 
by private US firm Maxar 
dated April 8 showed 
armoured vehicles and 
trucks in a military convoy 
moving south toward 
Donbas through a town 
some 100 kilometres (62 
miles) east of Kharkiv.

US President Joe Biden 
will meet virtually with 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today, 
weeks after Biden said 
India has been “shaky” in 
its response to the invasion 
of Ukraine, reports AFP.

Biden will use the 
talks to continue “close 
consultations on the 
consequences of Russia’s 
brutal war against 
Ukraine and mitigating 
its destabilizing impact 
on global food supply and 
commodity markets,” his 
spokeswoman, Jen Psaki, 
said in a statement yesterday.
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FROM PAGE 12

Meghna for the months of 
March and April.

Police detained 10 
fishermen for their alleged 
involvement in attacking 
police members. 
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Australian PM calls May 21 election
AFP, Sydney

Australia’s Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison called federal elections for May 
21 yesterday, launching a come-from-
behind battle to stay in power after three 
years rocked by floods, bushfires and the 

Covid-19 pandemic.
Morrison’s conservative government 

is struggling to woo Australia’s 17 million 
voters, lagging behind the opposition Labor 
party in a string of opinion polls despite 
presiding over a rebounding economy with 
a 13-year-low jobless rate of four percent.

Sparks hope, yet loads 
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The institutions which are 
supposed to take action 
against misuse of power 
have largely been made 
dysfunctional, he added.

Chairing the event, 
Manusher Jonno 
Foundation Executive 
Director Shaheen Anam 
said the objective is to see 
how far the law will be 
effective in empowering 
people and how easily they 
will get remedy against 
discrimination they face in 
everyday life.

Shaheen Anam added 
they have found several 
differences between the bill 
placed in parliament and 
the one they submitted, 
and they are expecting 
to discuss the differences 
with the parliamentary 
committee soon.

She also stressed on the 
importance of education, 
social harmony, respect for 
each other and tolerance 
to accept different 
opinions and eliminate 
discrimination.

“Only law cannot be 

enough to change the 
mindset,” she added.

Supreme Court lawyer 
Sara Hossain said the 
proposed law does have a 
specific provision for remedy 
against discrimination.

She said many existing 
laws have discriminatory 
provisions.

Zakir Hossain, chief 
executive of Nagorik 
Uddyog, and Faustina 
Pereira, senior fellow of 
Centre for Peace and 
Justice, also spoke at the 
event.

NUCLEAR TALKS

US ‘imposing 
new conditions’, 
says Iran
AFP, Tehran

Iran’s foreign minister 
said yesterday that 
Washington is “imposing 
new conditions” in the 
negotiations to restore the 
2015 nuclear agreement.
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