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Protect farmland 
from being fed 
with sand
Speakers tell Bapa event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government should take necessary steps to 
save around 300 acres of farmland in Khulna’s 
Dacope area from sand dumping, said speakers at 
a press conference yesterday. 

To operate Mongla port, the government 
decided to dredge Pashur river. The sand dug up 
from the river is being planned to be dumped 
into farmlands at Baniashanta, they alleged.

The event was organised by Bangladesh 
Poribesh Andolon (Bapa), held at Dhaka 
Reporters Unity.

Speakers said if the plan succeeded, around 
5,000 families will lose their livelihood.

They termed the move “a clear violation of the 
prime minister’s directive”.

“The Mongla port authorities proposed to pay 
Tk 2 lakh per bigha yearly, as compensation to 
land owners. But farmers get Tk 8 lakh per year 
by cultivating paddy and watermelons,” said Nur 
Alam Sheikh, convener of Mongla unit Bapa.

Sharif Zamil, secretary of Bapa, said the prime 
minister previously instructed not to waste 
any farmland. But defying everything, the port 
authorities took the decision.

Speakers urged that the authorities resolve the 
crisis through formulating and implementing 
sustainable and environment-friendly plans, 
involving locals. Supreme Court advocate Suraiya 
Nasrin also spoke.  

Four killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and another was injured 
in road accidents in three districts yesterday.

In Bogura, two motorcyclists died when an 
oncoming truck hit their bike at Dupchanchia 
bus stand.

Shakhawat Hossain Polash (48) from Bogura 
died instantly and his friend Soyeb Mahmud 
(42) from Sirajganj succumbed to his injuries 
on the way to a hospital, said SI Niaman Nasir of 
Dupchanchia Police Station.

In Chapainawabganj, a tractor driver was 
killed after he fell off his vehicle in Sadar upazila. 
Raihan Ali (20) was declared dead at Sadar 
Hospital, said police. 

The accident happened around 8:30am as 
Raihan lost his control over the steering.

In Kurigram, a musician named Ashrafun 
Nahar Mim (18) was killed and another was 
injured as a lorry hit their motorbike near the 
town’s central bus terminal, said police. 

Injured Bipul Islam (30), a guitarist, was 
referred to Rangpur Medical College Hospital.

SHAHRIAR KABIR

The government must 
form a national minority 
commission and promulgate 
the minority protection act.

Withdraw cases incited by 
communal conspiracy

Demand speakers at webinar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Communalism and fundamentalism 
are deeply rooted in this society. The 
communalist faction is fighting desperately 
against the ideals of Bangladesh’s 
liberation and their goal is to eradicate 
secularism and communal harmony from 
Bangladesh, said speakers at a webinar 
yesterday. 

They also said Hriday Mondal and Lata 
Samaddar are two of their recent victims.

Ekattorer Ghatok Dalal Nirmul 
Committee organised the event to 
commemorate the 51st anniversary of 

the Proclamation of Independence by the 
provisional government of Bangladesh.

Shahriar Kabir, president of the Nirmul 
Committee, said, “Communalist factions 
and their ally BNP are colluding to destroy 
the secularist spirit of the Liberation War 
of 1971, which has been so well founded in 
the proclamation of independence.”

“The two recent cases of violence against 
Lata Samaddar for wearing teep and 
arresting school teacher Hriday Chandra 
Mondal proved how strong they have 
grown despite the fact that a pro-liberation 
government has been in power for 13 
years,” added Kabir.

Kabir demanded immediate withdrawal 
of cases against Rasraj, Sanju Barman, 
Sourabh, Titu Roy and Jhuman Das. 

The government must form a national 
minority commission and promulgate the 
minority protection act, he demanded. 

Barrister M Amir-ul Islam, author of 
the proclamation of independence of 
Bangladesh and the keynote speaker at the 
webinar, said, “Communalists have tried to 
destroy Bangladesh’s peace and security 
since the birth of our nation. We need to 
continue our fight against them legally.”

AKM Mozammel Haque, minister 
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‘Database for 
journalists’
Info minister says 
Press Council 
preparing roadmap 
to create it

UNB, Dhaka

The Bangladesh Press 
Council is preparing 
a roadmap to create a 
database for the protection 
of journalists and media 
outlets in the country, 
said Information and 
Broadcasting Minister 
Hasan Mahmud yesterday.

“The newly drafted law 
has already been sent to 
the cabinet,” he 
told reporters 
after 
receiving 
the 
council’s 
annual 
report of 
2020 from 
the chairman 
of the Press Council at the 
secretariat.

If passed by the 
parliament after its 
presentation in the 
cabinet, press council’s 
power will increase, he 
said.

“To protect the 
journalist community, 
I requested the Press 
Council to create a 
database of journalists and 
news media by formulating 
a policy consulting the 
stakeholders. I think it will 
bring order and reduce 
misinformation.”

He hoped that “true” 
journalists and the media 
will get protection through 
the formation of this 
database.

He thanked the 
Press Council for 
training journalists 
and contributing to the 
betterment of journalism 
as well as for initiating the 
work of compiling the list 
of journalists on the basis 
of a policy as directed.  

Leaning onto a cane, Royeka Begum takes rest while sitting on a pile of logs beside her home. Though fasting is talking a toll on her, 
the centenarian is adamant to maintain her resolve. This photo was taken in Barishal’s Babuganj upazila. PHOTO: TITU DAS


