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IUB accords 
reception 
to Professor 
Saleemul Huq
CITY DESK

Independent University, 
Bangladesh (IUB) 
accorded a reception 
to Prof Saleemul Huq 
on its Bashundhara 
campus yesterday for his 
recognition as an Officer 
of the Order of the British 
Empire (OBE).

Prof Huq, who teaches 
Environmental Science 
and Management and 
is founder-director of 
the International Centre 
for Climate Change and 
Development at IUB, was 
named in the British 
government’s New Year’s 
Honours List earlier this 
year for the OBE honour.

State Minister for 
Planning Shamsul Alam 
attended the event as chief 
guest and British High 
Commissioner Robert 
Chatterton Dickson as 
special guest. Lawmaker 
Saber Hossain Chowdhury 
and Abul Kalam Azad, 
former principal secretary 
to the prime minister were 
also present.

No decision yet
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metro station went viral 
on social media yesterday. 
Several individuals 
contacted this newspaper 
to know whether the chart 
is authentic or not.

Mass Rapid Transit Line-
6, also known as MRT-6, the 
country’s first metro rail 
line, is being implemented 
to build the 20.10km 
elevated metro rail from 
Uttara to Motijheel in the 
third phase at the cost of 
Tk 21,985 crore.

The authorities are 
working to expand the line 
to Kamalapur. 

The project’s cost is 
likely to increase as well. 

MAN Siddique, 
managing director of 
Dhaka Mass Transit 
Company Ltd (DMTCL), 
yesterday visited Uttara 
North Station to see the 
mockup of different signs, 
signals, and information to 
be displayed there.

A mock fare chart was 
also tagged there, which 
later went viral on social 
media.

The managing director  
yesterday reiterated that 
the commercial operation 
of the Uttara-Agargaon 
section will be launched on 

December 16.
The project witnessed 

overall progress of 77.82 
percent, while the first 
phase saw 91.41 percent 
progress till March.

Once completed, the 
metro rail will be able to 
carry 60,000 people an 
hour, bringing down the 
commute time between 
Uttara and Motijheel to 
around 40 minutes from 
two hours.

PROPOSALS ON METRO 

RAIL FARE

On September 9, 2020, 
the Road Transport and 
Highway Division, following 
the Metro Rail Act-2015, 
formed a seven-member 
committee led by the 
executive director of Dhaka 
Transport Coordination 
Authority (DTCA) to fix the 
metro rail fare.

During its first meeting 
on January 10, 2021, the 
committee asked Dhaka 
Mass Transit Company Ltd 
to submit a proposal for 
fares.

DMTCL took around 
a year and submitted a 
proposal to the committee 
in December last year, 
according to documents. 

DMTCL and the 

committee maintained top 
secrecy about the proposal. 

Even the documents 
shared with committee 
members on its second 
meeting on February 16 this 
year, were taken back from 
them after the meeting.

However, according 
to sources, the proposal 
forwarded by DMTCL is not 
concrete. 

They proposed Tk 100 
as the fare for Uttara to 
Motijheel and Tk 20 as the 
minimum fare.

Neelima Akhter, 
executive director of Dhaka 
Transport Coordination 
Authority, said they have 
asked DMTCL to submit 
a concrete proposal 
regarding the fare.

Meanwhile, the 
authorities on March 16 
brought reform to the 
committee by changing 
several of its members.

Contacted, AKM 
Hafizur Rahman, member 
secretary of the committee, 
told this correspondent 
that Dhaka Mass Transit 
Company Ltd has recently 
sent a fresh proposal to the 
committee.

The Dhaka Mass Transit 
Company Ltd  managing 
director, however, asked 
this correspondent to talk 
to the committee chief over 
the issue through a text 
sent over the phone.   

17 displaced 
families get 
new houses
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Humayun Ahmed lost 
his home in an erosion in 
2002 and took refuge in a 
slum near Chattogram’s 
Banshkhali upazila.

After living under a 
thatched roof with his wife 
and children for almost 
two decades, Humayun 
moved into his new home 
recently. “I have dreamed 
of a piece of land and a 
house in my country...,” 
said an elated Humayun.

Seventeen families 
including Humayun 
affected by climate 
change have received new 
houses built with funding 
from a non-profit, social 
development organisation 
Young Power in Social 
Action (YPSA).

During a recent visit to 
Khankanabad area, this 
correspondent found that 
each house has utility 
services like water and 
electricity supply as well as 
a solar panel on its roof.

“We have spent Tk 6 
lakh to build each house. 
We gave them sewing 
machines and goats 
to make a living,” said 
Prabal Barua, programme 
manager of YPSA.

Withdraw
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for Liberation War affairs 
and chief guest at the event, 
said, “The government has 
taken zero tolerance stance 
against fundamentalism 
and communalism. The 
government will take all 
necessary steps to ensure 
justice for Lata Samaddar 
and Hriday Mondal.”

Among others, retired 
Justice AHM Shamsuddin 
Chowdhury Manik; 
Professor Muntassir 
Mamoon; Shyamoli Nasrin 
Chowdhury, vice president 
of Ghatok Dalal Nirmul 
Committee; advocate 
Rana Das Gupta, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Hindu-Bouddha-Christian 
Oikya Parishad; Nasiruddin 
Yousuff Bachchu, president, 
Bangladesh Gram Theatre, 
were present at the webinar.  

A series of
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Karwan Bazaar commodity 
market, said, “Our profit 
margin is low. Big players 
and wholesalers control the 
market. We cannot keep 
the prices low even if we 
wanted to.”

Another trader at the 
same market, Kawsar 
Miah, highlights a different 
picture. “Markets will be 
controlled soon because 
the NBR has decided to cut 
the indirect tax on imports 
of edible soybean oil from 
15 to 5 percent. The retail 
prices of oil that went to 
over Tk 800 per five litres 
earlier in March, came 
down to Tk 760 in April. 
We are hopeful that prices 
will stabilise in the coming 

months,” he said.
Dr Selim Raihan, 

professor of economics 
at Dhaka University and 
executive director of 
South Asian Network 
on Economic Modeling 
(SANEM), said, “We have 
all the necessary rules and 
regulations in place. There 
are important departments 
like the Bangladesh 
Competition Commission, 
Ministry of Trade and 
Commerce, Consumer 
Association of Bangladesh 
etc. Yet the prices of 
essential goods are soaring 
every year.”

“It is only with 
increased efforts from the 
government that we will be 
able to minimise inflation.”  
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