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five to seven years of their 
longevity to pollution. 
We can’t call this 
development,” he said.

Ahmad Kamruzzaman 
Majumder, head of 
environmental science 
department and founding 
director of Centre for 
Atmospheric Pollution 
Studies at Stamford 
University, said, “The level 
of pollution has reached 

such height that it is quite 
difficult to come back from 
that point.” He underscored 
the need to implement laws 
rigorously.

Prof Mani Lal Aich 
Litu, departmental head 
of ENT and head-neck 
surgery at Sylhet MAG 
Osmani Medical College 
and Hospital, stressed the 
need for conserving the 
environment for the sake of 
the future generations.

One-stop service
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According to Police 
Headquarters (PHQ), to 
provide one-stop service 
to women, children, those 
with disabilities and the 
elderly, the service desk has 
been launched at all 659 
police stations across the 
country, marking the birth 
centenary celebrations of 
Bangabandhu.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina would formally 
inaugurate the initiative 
today through a virtual 
arrangement, said PHQ.

A separate room has 
been arranged at every 
police station, in which 
a woman sub-inspector 
with a handful of trained 
women officers will provide 

service.
The desk will also 

inform visitors about other 
government services and 
provide legal aid to victims 
who are not financially 
well-off, according to PHQ.

SI Laboni Khanam of 
Siddhirganj Police Station 
and officer of the service 
desk said the desk has been 
providing services since the 
last two years at the station.

OC Moshiur Rahman 
of the station said they are 
raising awareness about the 
desk through beat-policing 
and public meetings.

Contacted, Haider Ali 
Khan, deputy inspector 
general (DIG) of PHQ, 
said district police 
superintendents, range 
DIG’s and metropolitan 
commissioners were 
instructed to monitor 
service-desk activities 
closely. 

Besides, PHQ also 
monitors desk activities to 
ensure the best service, he 
added. 

The special desk 
started on a pilot basis 

from January 2020. So 
far, 1.81 lakh women, 
32,286 children, 1.38 lakh 
elderly people and 11,081 
people with disabilities 
have received the service, 
according to PHQ data.

HOME FOR THE 

HOMELESS

Bangladesh Police has 
built 520 houses for 
homeless people under the 
jurisdiction of 519 police 
stations across the country.

Each house, which has 
three rooms and 415 square 
feet of space, cost around 
Tk 25 lakh, according to 
police headquarters. PHQ 
officials said primarily, 
they are handing over 400 
of the houses to homeless 
families. Prime Minister 
Shaikh Hasina is scheduled 
to inaugurate the initiative 
today.

At first, OCs of each 
police stations proposed 
five families to district 
superintendent offices. The 
district SPs then verified  
everything through the 
special branch, and finally 
sent the details to PHQ.
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Chattogram-based daily 
People’s View.

He also worked as 
Bangladesh correspondent 
for international magazine 
Newsweek, Khaleej Times; 
India’s Daily Deccan 
Herald, The Indian Express, 
and The Asian Age; and 
Pakistan’s Morning News, 
Dawn, and Evening Star.

Hasan was the first 
journalist from Asia-
Pacific to be elected as 
president of the Toronto-
based Commonwealth 

Journalists Association 
in 2003. He was also the 
president of CJA for two 
terms and the international 
president emeritus of the 
CJA in 2012.

He was awarded 
the prestigious Harry 
Brittan Fellowship by 
the Commonwealth 
Press Union in 1978.  He 
was elected president of 
the National Press Club 
management committee 
for 1993-94 tenure. He was 
also the existing president 
of Media Club Limited.
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