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Ukraine’s draft ‘unacceptable’
Says Moscow on proposed peace deal; PM says sanctions will fail 

AGENCIES

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
yesterday said that Kyiv had presented 
Moscow with a draft peace deal that 
contained “unacceptable” elements, 
but that Russia would nonetheless 
continue talks and press to secure its 
own requirements.

The Kremlin has said that peace 
talks between Moscow and Kyiv 
are not progressing as rapidly as it 
would like and has accused the West 
of trying to derail negotiations by 
focusing on war crimes allegations, 
which Moscow denies.

Lavrov yesterday said that 
Ukraine had presented a draft peace 
agreement to Russia on Wednesday 
but that it deviated from proposals 
both sides had previously agreed on.

“Such inability to agree once again 
highlights Kyiv’s true intentions, its 
position of drawing out and even 
undermining the talks by moving 
away from the understandings 
reached,” Lavrov said, adding that 
Kyiv’s proposals were “unacceptable.”

Kyiv has said that talks are needed 
but it is not willing to give up its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Meanwhile, Russian PM Mikhail 
Mishustin yesterday said his country 
is facing its most difficult situation in 
three decades due to unprecedented 
Western sanctions, but foreign 
attempts to isolate it from the global 
economy will fail.  Western sanctions 
have already cut Russia off from the 
global financial network and left 
a number of its top banks with no 
access to the international SWIFT 
banking messaging system, while 
some traders have started to refuse 
Russian oil cargoes, intensifying 
pressure on Moscow’s finances.
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India claims it foiled 
Chinese cyber-attack
AFP, New Delhi

India yesterday claimed it foiled an attempted 
cyber-attack by Chinese hackers targeting its 
power distribution system near a disputed frontier 
where the two countries are engaged in a military 
stand-off. Ties between the world’s two most 
populous nations are at a low ebb after a deadly 
skirmish in the Himalayan region of Ladakh that 
left at least 20 Indian and four Chinese soldiers 
dead in 2020. “Two attempts by Chinese hackers 
were made to target electricity distribution centres 
near Ladakh but were not successful,” power 
minister RK Singh told reporters. New Delhi’s 
claim came a day after a US-based intelligence 
firm said suspected Chinese hackers had made 
at least seven attempts to target Indian power 
infrastructure in recent months.

People compete for a packet of biscuits from a free distributor, while waiting in line to buy kerosene near a Ceylon Petroleum 
Corporation fuel station, amid the country’s economic crisis in Colombo, Sri Lanka, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

My agenda is very 
simple. It has only 
three items on it. Its 
weapons, weapons, 
and weapons.

Ukraine’s FM Dmytro Kuleba calls on Nato 
members to provide Kyiv with all the heavy 
weaponry it needs 

History of Pak 
prime ministers 
NDTV ONLINE 

Cricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan 
is the latest Pakistan prime minister to 
suffer the jinx of not completing a full 
term. Here are some interesting facts on 
Pakistan’s PMs: 

1. No Pakistani Prime Minister 
has completed a five-year term since 
Independence in 1947. 

2. Pakistan has had 19 prime ministers 
so far. While Nawaz Sharif was the PM 
thrice, his arch-rival Benazir Bhutto held 
the position twice. In addition, there have 
been seven caretaker prime ministers.

3. Three civilian governments have 
been overthrown by the Pakistan Army. In 
1958, the Feroz Khan Noon government 
was dismissed and Martial Law was 
established under Gen Ayub Khan. In 
July 1977, General Zia ul Haq 
overthrew Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto in a coup. In 
the third instance, 
General Pervez 
Musharraf deposed 
Nawaz Sharif in 
October 1999.

4. Pakistan has 
had four army chiefs 
as president and they 
ruled the country for 32 
of 75 years. Five PMs have served under a 
military president so far. 

5. Liaquat Ali Khan, Pakistan’s first PM, 
holds the record for the single-longest 
term. He remained prime minister for 
1,524 days before being assassinated on 
October 16, 1951. Notably, he is the only 
Pakistani PM to die in office.

6. Nurul Amin, a prominent Bengali 
politician, served as PM for just 13 days 
amid the 1971 war. 

7. Pakistan held its first first general 
elections in 1970, 23 years after its 
independence. The first 11 years of 
Pakistan saw seven PMs. 

Turkey transfers 
Khashoggi murder 
trial to Saudi Arabia
AFP, Istanbul

A Turkish court yesterday confirmed a halt to 
the trial in absentia of 26 suspects linked to the 
killing of Saudi critic Jamal Khashoggi and its 
transfer to Riyadh, a decision that has angered 

rights groups.
The 59-year-old journalist was killed 

inside the Saudi consulate in Istanbul 
on October 2, 2018, in a gruesome 
murder that shocked the world. 
A Turkish court began the trial in 
2020 with relations tense between 

the two Sunni Muslim regional 
powers.
But with Turkey desperate for 

investment to help pull it out of economic 
crisis, Ankara has sought to heal the rift with 
Riyadh.

Five people were sentenced to death by the 
kingdom over Khashoggi’s killing, but a Saudi 
court in September 2020 overturned the 
sentences, handing jail terms of up to 20 years 
to eight unnamed defendants following secretive 
legal proceedings.

Khashoggi’s fiancee Hatice Cengiz, who was 
present at the hearing yesterday, said that she 
would appeal the decision. Cengiz had been 
waiting outside the consulate for Khashoggi 
when he was murdered. He had gone there to 
obtain paperwork to marry her. His remains have 
never been found.


