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3 held with 117 
stolen phones 
in port city
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police claimed to have 
arrested three persons, 
including the ringleader of 
a gang that changes IMEI 
of stolen mobile phones, 
during a drive in the port 
city’s Riazuddin Bazar area 
early yesterday.

IMEI, international 
mobile equipment identity, 
is a unique number that 
identifies every phone. It 
can be used to trace lost or 
stolen devices.

The arrestees are Md 
Sazzad (20), Md Habibullah 
Mizbah (25) and Md 
Rashed (20), said law 
enforcers. 

Police raided the mobile 
shops “Innovative Phone 
Care” at CDA Royal Market 
and “Chowdhury Dot Com” 
on Tamakundi Lane, and 
seized 117 stolen mobile 
phones, Sub-Inspector (SI) 
Mominul Hasan of Kotwali 
Police Station, told The 
Daily Star.

Police first detained 
Sazzad in front of 
Chattogram Railway 
Station for suspicious 
movement, and after 
getting leads from him, 
managed to arrest the 
others.  

SI Mominul said 
using software, the gang 
changed the IMEI of 
stolen phones in 10 to 20 
seconds, and later, sent 
them to different shops for 
resale.

A case has been lodged 
with Kotwali Police Station 
in this regard.

Three killed in 
road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Three people were killed and three others were 
injured after a sand-laden truck collided head-
on with a battery-run auto-rickshaw in Bhaluka 
upazila of Mymensingh yesterday morning.

Two of the victims were identified as Hossain 
Ali (45) of Randia village and Abdul Matin (55) 
of Korura village of the upazila, said OC Kamal 
Hossain of Bhaluka Model Police Station.

Ali and Matin died on the spot and four 
others suffered critical injuries when the truck 
collided with the auto-rickshaw on the Bhaluka-
Gafargaon road around 11:00am, said the OC.

All the deceased and injured were passengers 
of the auto-rickshaw. Police seized the truck but 
its driver managed to flee the scene.

A free haat 

for Ramadan
Mymensingh-based org 
provides daily essentials to 
those in need
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

To help people in need, “Muktir Bandhan 
Foundation” has started a weekly service under 
the banner of “Ramzaner Free Hat” from the first 
day of Ramadan in Mymensingh. 

Under this programme at Uttar Bongaon 
village in Atharabari union of Ishwarganj upazila, 
daily essentials are being provided for free to 
those who cannot avail of them from the markets 
due to soaring prices. 

The programme was inaugurated 
by Mohammad Enamul Haque, deputy 
commissioner of Mymensingh.

On the first day, daily essentials were provided 
to over 400 families, according to Azharul Islam 
Palash, the foundation’s programme coordinator.

Palash said the funds are being managed from 
donors and volunteer contributions. 

Social media platforms are also helping them 
manage funds, said Shahnaz Parveen Nabila, a 
volunteer of the organisation.

The free daily essentials include vegetables, 
soyabean oil, iftar items, salt, fish, onions, garlic, 
gingers etc. The organisation will conduct six 
weekly haats during Ramadan, including four for 
daily essentials and two others for Eid gifts for 
children. 

“It was way beyond the imagination that I 
would get a bag full of supplies for free at such 
a trying time,” said Shahera Khatun (55) of 
Dighalia. Jamela Khatun (50) from Uttar Bongaon 
village mentioned that the supplies will support 
her family for a couple of days, while a 45-year-
old Barek Mia of Mohesh Chatul village shared 
that he is currently unemployed and so the free 
supplies are of great support to his family. 

“This comes as a noble gesture when a section 
of people are trying to make profits through 
the black market and illegal hoarding,” said 
Atharabari UP chairperson Juber Alam Kabir.  
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Twenty-nine families of the community 
got their home, while houses are being 

constructed to rehabilitate 31 more on the 
char Mantaz, under the project’s third phase. 

Md  Mashfakur Rahman, UNO, Rangabali  

Under Ashrayan-2 project, 29 Manta families were given their very own homes. Each house 
has two rooms, a kitchen, toilet and veranda. Earlier, the families used to live on boats, as per 

their tradition, but that lifestyle came with several compromises, according to them.
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‘Boat people’ now safe ashore
Manta community members get homes under Ashrayan project

BSS, Patuakhali

The Manta community, whose life revolves 
around boats and fishing,  did not have 
a postal address for as long as anyone 
can remember, until  now. Thanks to 
the government’s Ashrayan project, the 
community members  now have places they 
can call their home.

For over a century, the  small 
community that roams around on boats 
in the southwestern part of  Patuakhali 
thought that it was their fate to live on 
boats, from birth  to death.

Despite their way of life, the need for  
permanent addresses to establish their 
constitutional rights was  growing. To 
ensure that, the government incorporated 
the community in  the nationwide 
campaign to provide addresses to landless 

people under Ashrayan-2 project.
“The government initially rehabilitated 

29  Manta families... First they were given 
national ID [cards], recognising  them as 
citizens. And then, they were given the 
houses, built under the  Ashrayan project,” 
said Rangabali UNO Mashfakur Rahman.

Social and anthropological studies 
suggest that  although lives of the Mantas 
have been traditionally this way, many were  
actually forced to adopt this life, as they 
were victims of river  erosion decades ago.

“I was born on a boat 70 years ago, since 
my  grandfather had to lead this life due to 
erosion,” said Amir Ali Sardar.

Sardar, one of the beneficiaries of the 
housing  project, got married on a boat, 
and his three children were born and  grew 
up on the boat as well.

“It’s hard to live on a boat with family 

members,  especially children. The children 
fall into the river... many drown like  this.” 

Sardar is now living in a concrete-made, 
two-room  house with a kitchen, toilet and 
veranda on two decimals of land,  entirely 
under his legal possession.

The 29 Manta homes also have  electric 
lines, under a separate government 
campaign of bringing the  whole country 
under electrification coverage.

Julekha Begum (35),  Pakhi Akter (25), 
Minara Begum (45) and Rokeya Begum (35), 
who had been  leading similar lives since 
their birth, have also been rehabilitated on  
the char land (shoal).

“My father, grandfather and I were born 
on  boats. We were also married off on 
boats, while my grandfather and  father 
died on boats,” said Julekha.
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