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Similarly, works are currently 
ongoing to turn the 190-km road 
from Elenga to Rangpur into a four-
lane highway, with two service lanes 
under SASEC-2 project, at the cost of 
Tk 1,666,2.38 crore.

Three ROU field offices would be 
established at Pakulla of Tangail, 
Mokamtola of Bogura and Islampur 
of Rangpur, and its headquarters at 
RHD’s Mirpur office.

Three axle-load control stations 
would be established at Pakulla, 
Bogura’s Mohastan and Islampur. 

The stations would have a “weigh-
in motion system”, implying that the 
equipment would be able to weigh 
any running vehicle (moving at a 
speed of 60 km per hour), said Waliur 
Rahman, director of SASEC-2 road 
improvement project and also RHD 
additional chief engineer. 

Vehicles would not require to be 
halted at stations. However, a barrier 
would be raised if any vehicle carry 
more than the permitted level of 

weight. 
Overloading is considered one of 

the major reasons behind the damage 
of roads and bridges. Only two axle-
load control stations are currently 
operational on Dhaka-Chattogram 
highway. The joint-venture firm will 
install ITS for efficiently managing 
and monitoring the highway. 

Under ITS, modern information 
and communication technologies 
are used to facilitate transport 
infrastructure and vehicles to 
improve traffic management and 
safety and reduce traffic jams 
and road maintenance costs, said 
engineers. 

RHD is set to introduce ITS for the 
first time on a pilot basis on a 40-km 
section of Dhaka-Mawa Expressway, 
under a proposed  project worth Tk 
115 crore. 

In that case, Joydebpur-Rangpur 
highway would the first road where 
ITS would be formally introduced.

Large LED displays will be set 
up on the highway to notify road 

commuters about changes in the 
road and weather conditions. They 
can also get the information through 
a mobile app and a dedicated website, 
said officials.

Speed and other vehicular metrics 
will be detected using a specialised 
piece of equipment. Over-speeding 
vehicles will be automatically 
reported to relevant authorities for 
action, they said. 

From student 
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The gang has a regional 
leader, Golam Mostofa 
Rashel, superintendent of 
police in Madaripur, told 
The Daily Star yesterday.

“We have managed to 
arrest eight members [in 
Madaripur], including 
the south region’s leader 
Md Monir. They recently 
robbed two residences in 
Madaripur, in the guise of 
auto-rickshaw drivers.” 

All the arrestees are 
now in jail. “During 
interrogation, we came to 
know that Monir has been 
involved in robberies for a 
decade. We have found six 
to seven cases against each 
of them. They were arrested 
a number of times before, 
but after securing bail, they 
would go back to the life of 
crime,” said the SP.

The gang even robbed 
two places in Keraniganj, 
and their latest plan was 
to start robbing locations 
beside river routes.

Meanwhile, DB 
arrested Lokman and 
three of his associates 
from Mohammadpur 
on Tuesday. During 
interrogation, Lokman 
said after completing his 
education from a madrasa 
in Gopalganj, he joined as 
a teacher.

Lokman’s gang has 
strongholds in Manikganj, 
Gopalganj, Rajbari, 
Madaripur and Faridpur.

Detectives said they got 
information about Lokman 
and the others from those 
arrested by Madaripur 
police. 

Investigators said 
Lokman is accused in two 
cases filed with Gopalganj 
Sadar Police Station, two 
with Mokshedpur Police 
Station and one with 
Shibchar Police Station.

Shahadat Hossain 
Sumon, additional deputy 
commissioner of DB, said 
they have found that every 
gang member is accused in 
several cases, some of them 
being for murder.

ERRATUM
In a report published on April 6 
in Page 3 under the title “A new 
dimension in the judiciary”, we 
mistakenly mentioned the High 
Court bench of Justice Kashefa 
Hussain and Justice Fatema Najib 
as the first HC bench consisting of 
two female judges. However, it will 
be the second such HC bench. The 
first one comprising Justice Zinat 
Ara and Justice Farah Mahbub was 
constituted in 2007.

We regret the error.

Ashish Rai 
sent to jail in 
drug case
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
sent Ashish Rai 
Choudhury, an accused 
in actor Sohel Chowdhury 
murder case, to jail in a 
narcotics case.

Metropolitan Magistrate 
Syed Mostafa Reza Nur 
passed the order after 
Investigation Officer 
Shamim Hossain, a sub-
inspector of Gulshan 
Police Station, produced 
him before the court.

The magistrate also 
set April 10 for hearing 
Ashish’s bail petition. Rab 
on April 5 arrested Ashish 
from his Gulshan home 
and seized 17 bottles of 
foreign alcohol from his 
residence.

Free Hriday Mondal
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On March 20, Mondal, 
assistant teacher of 
Binodpur Ram Kumar High 
School in Munshiganj, 
was having a conversation 
with students about the 
difference between religion 
and science. 

Later that afternoon, 
a group of students filed 
a written complaint with 

the principal of the school, 
alleging that Mondal made 
derogatory comments 
about Islam. On March 22, 
some students staged a 
demonstration, following 
which police detained 
Mondal. On the same 
night, the school’s office 
assistant, Md Asad Miah, 
filed the case against him 
for “demeaning religion”.  

Boat people
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Minara gave birth to her  
three children on a boat. 
She said it was  very tough 
to foster children on boats. 
“We used to tie our children  
with ropes, so they did not 
drown.”

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina  handed over the 
houses to Sardar and fellow 
recipients on June 20, 2021  
through a virtual ceremony, 
while simultaneously 
providing them  ownership 
documents of the land.

“Twenty-nine families 
of the  community got 
their home, while houses 
are being constructed to  
rehabilitate 31 more on the 
char Mantaz, under the 
project’s third  phase,” the 
UNO said. 

The government is also 
trying to create  sustainable 
employment for them, 
while by now, they came 
under the  coverage of 
electricity, sanitation and 
education.
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