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Microplastics
found in live
human lungs
for first time

Scientists have discovered
microplastics in live human
lungs for the first time.

Researchers from the
University of Hull and Hull
York Medical School also
found microplastics in
the deepest section of the
lung, which was previously
thought to be impossible
due to how narrow the
airways are.

Microplastics have
previously been found in
human cadaver autopsy
samples. People were
already known to breathe
in the tiny particles, as well

PAK PM’S BID TO BLOCK HIS OWN OUSTER

SC likely to rule today

President requests EC to set election date as political crisis continues

AGENCIES

Pakistan’s top court could rule today on
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s move to
block an opposition attempt to oust him, a
step his critics say is unconstitutional and
has touched off political turmoil.

Khan, a former cricket star, lost his
parliamentary majority last week and had
faced a no-confidence vote tabled by the
opposition that he was expected to lose on
Sunday.

But the deputy speaker of parliament,

a member of Khan’s party, threw out the
motion, ruling it was part of a foreign
conspiracy and unconstitutional. Khan
then dissolved parliament.

The stand-off has thrown the nuclear-
armed country of 220 million people, ruled
by the military for extended periods since
independence in 1947, into a full-blown
constitutional crisis.

The opposition has challenged the
decision to block the vote in the Supreme
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reconstituted, call for fresh elections, or

It agreed his government had been

China sees record
Covid-19 cases

AFP, Shanghai

China reported more than 20,000 Covid-19 cases
yesterday, the highest daily tally given since the
start of the pandemic as millions in locked-down
Shanghai began a new round of testing. The
country’s “zero-Covid” strategy has come under
immense strain as cases spike, with around 25
million residents of Shanghai -- China’s largest
city and economic engine room -- ordered to stay
at home as the authorities struggle to contain the
outbreak. The majority of the cases are, however,
asymptomatic. Authorities reported no new
deaths, in a country which says only two people
have died of the virus in nearly two years.

Israel PM loses
majority after MP
quits coalition

AFP, Jerusalem

as consuming them via Court, which began deliberating the case bar Khan from power if he is found to have  dissolved unconstitutionally, but ruled A key member of Israeli Prime Minister Naftali
food and water. on Monday. On Wednesday, lawyers for violated the constitution. that since elections had been announced Bennett's Yamina party yesterday said she
Microplastics were Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party It could also decide that it cannot anyway it was best to move on. was quitting his coalition government,

detected in human blood
for the first time in March,
showing the particles can

launched their defence.
Ali Zafar, a lawyer for President Arif Alvi
who is a party ally of Khan, said the court

intervene in parliamentary affairs.
As the court considers the legality of
the political manocuvring, Khan’s decision

In 1993, the court ruled president
Ghulam Ishaq Khan had also illegally
dissolved the assembly -- then with Nawaz

in a surprise move that leaves him
! without a parliamentary majority.
\ Idit Silman’s announcement left

travel around the body should not involve itself in parliamentary to dissolve parliament and call a general Sharif as prime minister. l Bennett’s coalition, an alliance of
and may lodge in organs. procedure. o celection is moving forward with President Pakistan’s military is facing growing -l parties ranging from the Jewish
The impact on health My humble submission would be Alvi asking the Election Commission to calls from the opposition to weigh in on S right and Israeli doves to an Arab

is as yet unknown. But
researchers are concerned
as microplastics cause
damage to human cells

in the laboratory and air
pollution particles are
already known (o enter the
body and cause millions of
carly deaths a year.

that if your lordships start monitoring
parliamentary affairs, there would be no
end to that,” he told the panel of five judges.
The Supreme Court will reconvene today
at around 9:30am. Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial said on Wednesday he wanted to
wrap up the hearings. “Let’s start early from
tomorrow to conclude the case,” he said.
The court could order parliament to be

think about a date for a vote, which should
be within 90 days of the April 3 dissolution.

It is unclear what the court will decide,
but there is precedent.

In 1988, Muhammad Khan Junejo
appealed to the court after the assembly
was dissolved by then president General
Zia-ul-Haq, who had taken power in a
military coup years earlier.
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the legitimacy of Khan’s complaints about
a foreign plot against him, which he said
was being orchestrated by the US.

Washington dismissed the accusation.

An official with knowledge of the
matter, who declined to be identified, told
Reuters on Tuesday that security agencies
had found no credible evidence to confirm
Khan’s complaint of a conspiracy.

Muslim party, with 60 seats -- the
same as the opposition. Bennett’s
coalition may continue ruling with
60 seats, although with difficulty
passing new legislation. If another
member of the coalition defects, however, the
Knesset could hold a vote of no confidence and
potentially lead Israel back to the polls for a fifth
parliamentary election in four years.

CHEMICAL, NUKE WAR FEARS

EU stockpiles
radiation drugs

AFP, Brussels
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