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According to multiple 
sources, the committee 
proposed holding 
admission test of “Ga” unit 
on June 3, “Kha” unit on 
June 4, and “Ka” and “Gha” 
units on June 10 and 11 
respectively. 

MJF lauds the govt
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Later, the bill was sent 
to the parliamentary 
committee on law ministry 
for scrutiny. 

The committee has been 
asked to submit a report on 
the bill within 30 days.

MJF said it has been 
involved in preparing the 
draft copy of the law since 
2008. 

Back then, MJF, along 
with different other rights 

groups, ran a campaign for 
about two years across the 
country in favour of the 
law. 

The rights organisation 
has been working for 
different marginalised 
groups, including persons 
with disabilities, dalits, 
harijans, indigenous 
peoples of both hills and 
plains, the transgender 
community, the landless 
and sex workers for 19 

years.
The group has also been 

advocating in favour of 
addressing discrimination 
of all types against all 
marginalised communities 
in the bill.

National Human Rights 
Commission primarily 
raised the issue of 
preparing a draft law in this 
regard. In 2013, a draft copy 
of the law was submitted to 
the then law minister. 

Even upazilas
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standstill at present. You 
[AL] are in power for 15 
years in a row, but Dhaka is 
now in a sorry state.” 

He said Dhaka city 
has become unlivable 
due to noise, air 
and water pollution, 
mosquito infestation, 
and catastrophe in waste 
management.

Tarabi prayers at 
mosques are interrupted 
by mosquito bites, he 
further said. 

Harun wanted to know 
what steps the government 
has taken to reduce such 
public sufferings.

In response, LGRD 
minister Tazul Islam said, 
“Since Awami League 
came to power in 2009, 
the country’s economic 
development has been 

ongoing. So, the number 
of private cars on the road 
has increased. If Awami 
League stays in power for 
another five years, you will 
see queues of vehicles even 
in upazilas.”

“Everyone is moving 
to the capital, Dhaka, 
as people are becoming 
self-sufficient in terms of 
economy,” the minister 
said.

“This has happened all 
over the world including in 
London, Tokyo and Kolkata. 
They have managed it. We 
are also working on it. The 
prime minister has given 
instructions [in this regard]. 
I was made the president of 
the committee on Detailed 
Area Plan (DAP). I am 
considering many issues 
there,” he added.

Empower children
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Environmental Lawyers 
Association (Bela), said 
policy makers must listen 
to the voice of youth and 
children to bring about a 
change. 

“They are the most 
vulnerable yet most 
ignored in the climate 
change discourse,” she 
added. 

Raquibul Amin, 
country director of 
IUCN Bangladesh, said, 
“The impact of climate 
change is different for 
children and youth. It’s 
urgent to understand that 
difference.”

“Linking children 

and youth with the 
older generations to 
transfer intergenerational 
knowledge is crucial,” he 
said. 

Among others, Toufik 
Khan from Centre for 
Policy Dialogue (CPD); 
Md Alamgir Kabir, 
Mohammad Shah Alam 
and Matalie McCauley 
from Unicef; Sofia Canovas 
from UNFPA; Syed Tamjid 
Ur Rahman from Winrock; 
Dora Platevic from USAID 
Bangladesh; Jahin Shams 
Sakkar from Uttaran and 
Jose Amaya from Gildan 
Activewear Inc also spoke 
at the event.

A series of never-ending
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BR only managed to sign 
a contract with an Indian 
company in May 2018 
regarding the project, just 
seven months before the 
original deadline of the 
construction in December 
2018.

The project document 
shows that it is currently 
running on the third time 
extension due to slow work 
progress and pandemic.

The construction work 
remained halted from 
March to June 2020, due 
to the lockdown. It saw 
yet another halt when the 

government issued yet 
another lockdown to curb 
the spread of coronavirus 
in April last year.

Indian officials, in a 
virtual meeting held in 
December last year, even 
proposed replacing the 
project contractor with 
another Indian contractor, 
according to sources 
present in the meeting.

However, representatives 
from Bangladesh did not 
agree to it right away, as 
they needed approval from 
the high-ups.

The Indian envoy met 
the minister at Rail Bhaban 

on March 23 and talked 
about different projects 
funded by India with loans 
and grants.

After the meeting, the 
ministry issued a press 
release, mentioning that 
both the minister and 
the high commissioner 
expressed disappointment 
over the project’s slow 
progress.

Their plans to visit the 
project site to set an action 
plan were also mentioned 
in the release.

The project witnessed 
progress of only eight 
percent in the last 23 

months since March 
2020, according to project 
documents.

Meanwhile, the project 
authorities are trying 
to extend the deadline 
till June 2023, said Md 
Shuboktagin, director of 
the project. However, they 
did not seek an increased 
budget, he added without 
elaborating.

The proposal to 
extend the deadline 
has already been sent 
to the implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation 
division for the next step, 
according to BR sources.  

BNP’s Ishraque
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from the spot. According 
to prosecution, a group 
of leaders led by Ishraque 
gathered in front of 
Bangladesh Bank Colony 
with an intention to carry 
out subversive activities in 
Motijheel on November 12, 
2020.

Later, a case under the 
Special Powers Act was 
filed against Ishraque and 
31 others with Motijheel 
Police Station.

Tk 100cr
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get the allocation.” CDA 
did not comment on the 
request. CDA Chairman 
Zahirul Alam Dobhas 
expressed hope that this 
time the waterlogging 
problem will not be like 
that in the past years. 

Project director of the 
mega project to address 
waterlogging Lt Col Shah 
Ali said, “We will be able 
to work till the coming 
monsoon, until this April.”
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The Daily Star and International Hope School Bangladesh signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) on the school’s Uttara campus in Dhaka on Tuesday. 
AZM Kamrul Ahsan, head of section at the school; and Ahmed Shagor, assistant 
manager (strategy planning) of the newspaper, were the signatories. Under the 
MoU, copies of the national daily will be distributed among meritorious students 
of the educational institution. Akib Hasan Srabon and Mehedi Hasan from The 
Daily Star were also present at the ceremony. PHOTO: COLLECTED


