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Govt to set up medicine plant
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presided over by its chair 
and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, who joined 
it virtually from Gono 
Bhaban.

The government will 
bear the whole expenditure, 
60 percent of which will be 
met by loans and the rest 
from equity.

“Not only RMG, but we 
also have huge prospects in 
the pharmaceutical sector 
as well. Our medicines are 
reaching the USA, Russia 
and Europe. That’s why 
we want to increase the 
manufacture for the global 
market,” Planning Minister 

MA Mannan told reporters 
after the meeting.

“Local private 
companies often increase 
the price of medicine. In 
such cases, EDCL will sell 
those items at a lower 
price and ensure a check 
and balance,” the minister 
added. 

EDCL currently has three 
medicine manufacturing 
units in Dhaka, Bogura 
and Gopalganj, from where 
medicines are supplied to 
the government’s central 
medical store (CMS) and 
different organisations 
under the health 
directorate.

About 31.5 acres of 
land will be acquired in 
Manikganj and 6.071 
percent of the total 
estimated cost will be spent 
for the purpose.

Equipment and 
machinery procurement 
will require 59.247 percent 
of the total estimation and 
about 21.662 percent will 
be required to construct 
different establishments.

Nasima Begum, member 
(secretary) of the planning 
commission, said EDCL 
only gets loans and equity 
from the government. “The 
organisation can repay the 
loan,” she said.

A new dimension
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subordinate court in the 
country, told The Daily Star 
that constituting an HC 
bench of two female judges 
happened for the first time 
in the country but it should 
not come as a surprise.

“Women are as 
competent as men. They 
are skilled and professional 
and have proved themselves 
in every sphere of the state,” 
she said.

Justice Nazmun 
Ara, now the director 
general of the Judicial 
Administration Training 
Institute (JATI), hoped that 
more female judges will be 
appointed to the HC as the 

number of existing female 
judges in this court is still 
very poor.

There are a total of seven 
judges for the Appellate 
Division and 86 judges 
for the HC Division and 
among them, the number 
of female judges in the 
Appellate Division is one 
and the number of female 
judges for the HC Division 
is six.

On April 2, Law Minister 
Anisul Huq told an event of 
the female judges in Dhaka 
that there are 544 female 
judges in the judicial 
service, which is 28 percent 
of the total judges of the 
country and this number 

is very encouraging and 
inspiring.

The law minister 
also mentioned that 
Bangabandhu in a 
landmark initiative in 1974 
had removed all the barriers 
for women to participate in 
the judiciary. Bangabandhu 
then made it possible for 
women to take part in the 
judiciary through relevant 
competitions, the minister 
added.

This newspaper did not 
get in touch with Justice 
Kashefa Hussain and 
Justice Fatema Najib as the 
media is not supposed to 
contact sitting judges for 
comments.

Four cities
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finance the city-
development project.

Local Government 
Engineering Wing of LGD 
will execute the project by 
2026. 

The key components of 
the projects include setting 
up street lights, three bus 
terminals, playgrounds, 
solid waste management 
units and sewerage 
systems, one flyover, two 
overpasses, five bridges, 
32 box culverts, 43 pipe 
culverts and office spaces.

Robbing
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On information, Rab 
arrested Raja, Bachchu and 
Masud from Munshiganj 
and Barishal on Monday 
night and recovered 19.7 
grammes of gold and Tk 
3.29 lakh cash, he added.

Moin said they have 
arrested the three after 
analysing CCTV footage of 
the jewellery shops.

“The gang has around 
eight to 10 more members, 
who also used to rob 
in disguise of different 
employees,” added Moin.

Rab said Raja is an 
expert at breaking locks. 
He started working as a 
bus conductor in 1990, and 
then got in touch with an 
organised gang in 2002.

Bachchu used to work 
as a lawyer’s office assistant 
in Dhaka in 2009. In 2018, 
after meeting a robber, 
Bachchu got in touch with 
the syndicate, and started 
taking part in robberies.

Masud used to work at 
a Chinese restaurant. In 
2010, he got in touch with 
a gang and started robbing 
places in 2018.

JS passes 
Chattogram 
Port Bill
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The “Chattogram Port 
Authority Bill 2022” was 
passed at Jatiya Sangsad 
yesterday.

State Minister for 
Shipping Khalid Mahmud 
Chowdhury placed the bill.

As per the bill, the 
punishment for harming 
the environment by 
polluting water, land 
and coast will be fixed 
as per the environment 
conservation law.

The draft law said if 
any rule under the law is 
breached and punishment 
for which is not stated 
in the environment 
conservation law, the 
fine will be six months of 
imprisonment or Tk 2 lakh 
fine or both.

AL leader held 
over hacking 
of Bus worker
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Barishal

Police yesterday arrested 
an Awami League leader in 
Barishal in a case filed for 
injuring a bus worker and 
vandalising his house. 

Ashiqur Rahman 
alias Sumon Mollah was 
attacked following a clash 
between two factions of 
the bus workers’ union on 
Sunday, said local sources.

Siddiqur Rahman 
Masum, ward-25 AL unit’s 
president, was arrested in 
Rupatali, said OC Lokman 
Hossain of Kotwali police.

Sumon, loyal to the 
mayor, was sent to DMCH. 
His mother Setar Begum 
alleged that on Monday 
night, the councillor and 
his men hacked Sumon 
with a sharp weapon.

Doctor ‘missing’ 
for three days
Family alleges he was picked 
up by plainclothes men

OUR CORRESPONENT, Savar

A doctor -- who was allegedly picked up on April 2 from 
a private clinic by men in plain clothes claiming to be law 
enforcers -- is yet to be traced down even after three days, 
claimed family members.

His wife filed a general diary on April 3 with Savar 
Model Police Station in this regard.  

Physician SR Nazrul (38), owner of Naba Diganta 
Diagnostic Centre, was picked up from the clinic located 
at Savar Bus Stand around 9:00pm on Saturday, said his 
wife Kulsum Akhter, quoting clinic staffers.

Kulsum alleged that on-duty police officers refused 
to record her complaint when she went to Savar Model 
Police Station around 11:00pm on April 2. 

OC Kazi Mainul Islam of Savar Model Police Station 
said they have talked with the doctor’s family members. 

“We have launched an investigation and are currently 
trying to trace him,” said the OC. Asked about Kulsum’s 
claim of not recording her complaint immediately, the 
OC said, “We are looking into that allegation as well.” 
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