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Two killed in Dhaka 
road accidents

Three more die in crashes across the country
STAR REPORT

Two people were killed in separate 
road accidents in Dhaka’s Gulshan and 
Rampura areas yesterday.

The deceased are Abdul Latif (48), a 
vegetable seller, and Sadman Sakib (31), 
a private service holder.

Latif, on a vegetable-carrying 
pickup van, was heading towards 
Nadda from Karwan Bazar around 
5:00am. He sustained head injuries 
when the van hit a road divider, said 
his brother-in-law Manik Mia.

He was rushed to DMCH, where he 
died around 9:00am.

Meanwhile, Sakib sustained critical 
injuries after being hit by a covered-
van while he was crossing the road 
near Rampura BTV Station around 
5:30am, said SI Sazzad Hossain of 

Rampura Police Station. Police seized 
the covered van and detained its driver.

Besides, three people were killed 
and three were injured across 
the country yesterday, report our 
correspondents.

In Joypurhat town, a former LGED 
engineer was killed after a speeding 
motorbike hit him on Joypurhat-
Bogura Road. The deceased is 
Halimpur Rashid (65). 

He used to work at LGED in 
Joypurhat. 

In Panchagarh, madrasa teacher Md 
Abdullah (42) was killed after his bike 
hit a tree on Boda-Pachpir Road.

In Dinajpur, a youth was killed, and 
two were hurt, after two motorbikes 
collided in Hajirmor area on Dinajpur-
Parbatipur Road, said police. The 
deceased is Sanwar Islam (20).

Shedding 
light on 
higher edu 
landscape
British Council 
holds symposium

CITY DESK

To explore different 
issues related to the 
country’s higher 
education scenario, 
a symposium was 
organised by the 
British Council at a city 
hotel on March 29.

The symposium 
was an attempt to find 
answer to the question 
-- how do you improve 
the quality of higher 
education and make it 
more relevant to labour 
market demands? 

Prof Dr Biswajit 
Chanda from UGC, 
the UK Trade Envoy to 
Bangladesh, Rushanara 
Ali and Dr Mokhlesur 
Rahman from the 
World Bank attended 
the event, presided 
over by Tom Miscioscia, 
director, British 
Council Bangladesh. 

Victims of land-
grab ostracised
Two Hindu families living in 
fear for raising allegations 
against local influentials
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Two Hindu families in Dinajpur are now passing days 
in fear of reprisal from local influentials -- including 
the local lawmaker’s brother, land officials and police 
-- against whom the families have brought allegations of 
land grabbing. 

The victims, who have already been ostracised, are 
now facing continuous threats of eviction from the 
vested quarters.

Some people appointed by the influential quarters are 
also holding processions and human chains, citing that 
the allegations against them are politically-motivated.

Bikash Roy of Phulbari upazila’s Pukhurihat 
village and Ram Tudu of Faridabad village held press 
conferences at Dinajpur Press Club recently.

Bikash alleged Mushfiqur Rahman Babul, general 
secretary of Awami League’s Phulbari unit and younger 
brother of the local lawmaker, runs a land-grabbing 
gang. Bikash’s ancestors acquired a pond covering 
around 2.40 acres at Pukhuri Mouza in Phulbari from 
the local zamindar. However, it was listed as a vested 
property in 2003-2004 unlawfully, he said.

“We came to know about it in 2012. We filed a case 
against it. The case is currently under trial,” he said.

Phulbari’s incumbent assistant commissioner (AC-
land) Shamima Akter and former AC-land Kaniz Afroz 
leased out the pond to a local influential, who is a close 
aide to Babul. Subsequently, Babul took possession of the 
pond, said Bikash.

Phulbari Police Station’s officer-in-charge Ashraful 
Islam was also involved with the process, alleged Bikash.

Bikash said he was being harassed by the influential 
quarters for raising his voice about the issue. They also 
filed four “false” cases against him. “We don’t feel safe 
even inside our home. Locals have stopped selling food 
to us.” 

Ram Tudu brought similar allegations saying his 
ancestors had 1.20-acre land at Faridabad. But the land 
was enlisted as a vested property in 2012. The officials 
leased out the disputed land to Babul’s close-aides and 
four “false” cases have also been filed against him. 

Contacted, Shamima Akter said she leased out the 
land as per law. OC Ashraful Islam said the allegations 
against him are baseless. Babul also denied the 
allegations and said he does not know anything about it.  

Man fined 
for hoarding 
3,080-litre 
soybean oil
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Bagerhat

A mobile court 
yesterday fined a man 
Tk 50,000 for illegally 
stocking 3,080 litres 
of soybean oil in 
Bagerhat. 

Rakib Hasan 
Chowdhury, assistant 
commissioner of the 
district administration, 
slapped the fine as an 
executive magistrate, 
after raiding “Siam 
Enterprise”, the store 
of Mokbul Hossain, 
in Nagerbazar area of   
Bagerhat town.

Rakib said the 
district administration 
is conducting regular 
mobile courts in 
Bagerhat to keep prices 
of daily essentials 
normal during 
Ramadan. They will 
continue campaign 
against illegal hoarders.

Patients are being administered saline at Barishal General Hospital. Like Dhaka, Barishal city has also 
seen a spike in diarrhoea cases in the last few weeks. This photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

‘Tougher 
punishment 
for polluters’
JS passes Mongla Port bill
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Keeping provisions of tougher punishments 
for polluting the environment, the Mongla Port 
Authority Bill-2021 was passed in parliament 
yesterday.

State Minister for Shipping Khalid Mahmud 
Chowdhury moved the Bill and it was passed by 
voice vote.

The bill will abolish the Chalna Port Authority 
Ordinance 1976 as it was promulgated during a 
military regime.

It also says if any individual or ship throws or 
grants permission to throw oil or oil-like material, 
waste, ash into water, beach, shore or land in the 
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