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government used to buy 
cars for them earlier, and 
is now providing loans for 
doing so.

Asked about experts’ 
opinion of discouraging 
small vehicles, he did not 
give a direct answer.

Factories and mills 
should not be inside Dhaka. 
Public transport should 
be available for every 
school and college, and all 
students must enrol into 
educational institutions in 
their areas, he said.
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Rights activists Sultana 
Kamal, Khushi Kabir, 
TIB executive director 
Iftekharuzzaman, Asif 
Nazrul, Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, advocate Rana 
Das Gupta, Meghna 
Guhathakurta, advocate 
ZI Khan Panna, Sanjeeb 
Drong, Dr Abul Barakat, 
advocate Tabarak Hossen, 
barrister Sara Hossain, 
Dr Mesbah Kamal, Kajanl 
Devnath, advocate Subrata 
Chowdhury and Shamsul 
Huda signed the statement.

Ain o Salish Kendra 
(ASK), in a statement, 
echoed the same 
sentiments. 

Tougher
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port area causing damage 
to water animals or 
pollution to water or 
environment, the person 
or vessel will be punished 
under the Environment 
Conservation Act, 1995.

As per the bill, the 
punishment for harming 
the environment by 
polluting water, land and 
coast has been raised to 
one-year imprisonment or 
a fine of Tk 5 lakh or both. 
The fine is Tk 50,000 in the 
existing ordinance.

According to a new 
provision incorporated in 
the bill, the punishment 
for dodging toll, fee and 
other charges of the port 
will invite a one-year jail 
term or a fine of Tk 1 lakh 
or both. If anyone defies the 
law, he will be sentenced 
to six months in jail or be 
fined Tk 2 lakh or by both. 
The punishment is only a 
six-month jail and a fine of 
Tk 50,000 in the existing 
ordinance. 

According to the bill, 
there will be a seven-
member board to run the 
port. The number of the 
board members is now 
four. 

Can’t extract sand
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League president of the 
union unit, to extract 
sand from the Meghna 
in Chandpur Sadar and 
Haimchar areas.

DAG Kazi Mynul said 
Selim had taken the HC 
directive by misleading 
it (HC) as he said in 
the petition that sand 
extraction from Meghna 
river is necessary for 
keeping its navigation and 
to save the government’s 
money. He also said Selim 

reportedly is extracting 
sand from the Meghna 
to run his sand business 
though such extraction is 
illegal and damages the 
environment.

Selim’s lawyers MK 
Rahman and Momtaz 
Uddin could not be reached 
for their comments, despite 
repeated attempts over 
phone.

Attorney General AM 
Amin Uddin appeared 
for the state during the 
hearing yesterday.  

Easy bikes cannot
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Yesterday, a three-member 
bench of the Appellate 
Division headed by Chief 
Justice Hasan Foez Siddique 
passed the modified order 
following a petition filed by 
Bangladesh Electric Three-
Wheeler Manufacturing 
and Merchant Association.

Other two judges of the 
bench are Justice Obaidul 
Hassan and Justice M 
Enayetur Rahim.

The apex court bench 
also asked the HC to 
dispose of the rule as early 
as possible. Lawyer Tanya 
Amir appeared for the 
association.
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The MoU signing event between HEALTHx and The Daily Star was held at the capital’s The Daily Star Centre 
yesterday. As per the agreement, HEALTHx will offer a comprehensive healthcare package to employees of The 
Daily Star. From left, The Daily Star’s Md Istiak Ahmed Bappy, executive, administration; Shuvashish Roy, head 
of business; and Mizanur Rahman, head of operations and CFO; and from HEALTHx, Mustafa Hasan, founder and 
CEO; Md Niamul Karim Rafi, specialist, brand and growth; and Md Faisal Khan Shamim, head of operation, were 
present on the occasion. PHOTO: STAR


