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Momen-Blinken talk today
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Momen in Dhaka on 
March 20. On April 6, 
Masud Bin Momen will 
also hold security dialogue 
in Washington. The two 

countries will also hold 
US-Bangladesh Business 
Council meeting in Dhaka 
on May 11 and Defence 
Dialogue on May 14 in 
Hawaii.

“We are a democratic 
country and value human 
rights. We shared these 
values with the US. Rab 
has many achievements 
in combating crimes, 

especially militancy. So, 
we would request them to 
withdraw the sanction,” 
Momen told reporters last 
Friday, a day before he left 
for Washington.

Police yet to identify
FROM PAGE 3

“A policeman in uniform 
was sitting there on a 
parked motorbike. When I 
was passing by, he started 
harassing me, seeing a teep 
on my forehead and hurling 
abuse at me. As I protested, 
he started the bike and 
tried to run me over. I 
tried to move away but got 
injured severely by falling,” 
said Lata, who is the wife of 
Dhaka University professor 
Malay Bala.

She also mentioned 
the bike’s number in the 
complaint.

After the incident, she 
went to three on-duty 
traffic policemen who 
advised her to file the 
complaint, she added. 
One of the policemen told 
reporters that the accused 
was in police uniform.
OUTRAGE ALL AROUND

Different rights 

organisations demanded 
a proper probe into the 
incident and sought 
exemplary punishment of 
the alleged cop.

In a statement yesterday, 
Amrai Pari Paribarik 
Nirjaton Protirodh Jot 
(WE CAN Alliance to end 
Domestic Violence) said 
this incident shows that 
the member of the force 
engaged in public security 
is behaving against the 
constitution and the spirit 
of the Liberation War.

Naripokkho demanded 
immediate arrest and trial 
of the perpetrator while 
forming a human chain 
in front of their office in 
Dhanmondi.

Bangladesh Nari Pragati 
Sangha in a statement said 
a police officer must ensure 
that the law and order 
situation is not harmed 
and assist the citizen. But 
he [the accused] clearly 
violated the constitutional 
conditions of service of the 
republic, which is a serious 
crime in any consideration.

In another statement, 
Bangladesh Hindu-
Bouddha-Christian Oikya 
Parishad demanded the 
arrest of the “responsible 
cop” within 72 hours.

The incident also 
triggered a huge outcry on 
social media where people 
condemned the incident. 
Many women shared 
pictures with teep on their 
foreheads as a form of 
protest. 

Coming back
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Some iftar items can be 
traced back to the Mughal 
era.

The most popular item 
remains “Boro Baper 
Polay Khay”-- a mixture of 
chickpeas, minced meat, 
potatoes, brains, chira, egg, 
chicken, spices and ghee. 
The item is sold at Tk 600 
per kg, although it was sold 
for Tk 500 last year.

Other famous items 
include -- giant beef, 
chicken and mutton roasts, 
keema rolls and paratha, 
borhani and different types 
of kebabs like Suti, Jali, 
Irani and Tika. 

Needless to say, the list is 
endless. Besides, different 
seasonal fruits are also 
available at the market.

Md Hossain, has been 

selling Boro Baper Polay 
Khay at the market for 
the last 45 years. He said 
he targets selling around 
120kg along with some 
other items like chicken 
and quail roast on the first 
day of Ramadan.

However, many said 
prices of most items have 
increased by a good range 
this year.

Md Harunur Rashid, a 
resident of Chawkbazar, 
said iftar items at 
Chawkbazar is a tradition 
of Dhaka but its quality 
has fallen in some regards 
as some newcomers selling 
iftar are not maintaining 
quality.

CONFUSION WITH DMP 

RESTRICTIONS

As there was a restriction 
from the Dhaka 

Metropolitan Police to run 
the iftar market on the 
road, traders had to wait 
till 2:00pm to get a green 
signal to run the market.

Shafi Mahmud, 
president of Dal Beboshayee 
Samity, said they have 
requested the government 
to allow the traders to run 
the makeshift shops for 
a brief time in Ramadan, 
considering this market has 
been running traditionally 
for the last 400 years.

He said, “Police are not 
allowing us to conduct 
business here, considering 
the traffic congestion. 
But every year 60 to 
70 community police 
personnel usually manage 
the traffic here. We’ll avail 
of their services from 
tomorrow.”

Who damaged
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may damage more 
sculptures in this way,” she 
told The Daily Star recently. 

To investigate the issue, 
the museum authorities 
formed a probe body, 
headed by the museum’s 
then trustee board 
president Hasem Khan.

The probe body started 
investigations in January 
2019 and submitted its 
report in January 2020.

It found the renovation 
works on the “Poribar” 
sculpture was done 
violating guidelines, which 

led to inflicting damage 
to the sculpture, said Prof 
Nisar Hosain, a member of 
the probe committee.

The probe committee 
also recommended 
taking action against 
those responsible for the 
incident, said Nisar, also 
dean of DU’s Faculty of Fine 
Arts.

However, the report and 
its recommendations are 
yet to materialise, as no 
action has been taken so 
far, alleged conservation 
committee member 
Nasimul.

Meanwhile, talking 
to The Daily Star, 
multiple members 
of Dhaka University 
Sculpture Alumni 
Association demanded 
that the government take 
immediate action against 
those involved.

Contacted, museum 
director General 
Khondoker Mostafizur 
Rahman said he doesn’t 
know about the issue very 
well, as it took place before 
he joined the post. He also 
assured to look into the 
matter immediately.

999 is not a joke
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At the same time, the 
officials said they were 
reluctant to take any 
punitive measures against 
such callers, fearing it 
might discourage people 
from making calls for help.

As an alternative, they 
sometimes block the 
numbers of such disruptive 
callers for a certain period 
of time.

Contacted, Mohammad 
Tabarak Ullah, chief of  
999-service unit, told 
The Daily Star, “Such 
calls obstruct our first 

responders from actual 
emergencies of people.”

The 999 is a toll-free 
hotline number that 
allows citizens in trouble 
to call and ask for police 
assistance. Citizens can 
avail a number of services 
through this helpline, 
including assistance for 
any type of crime, accident, 
abduction, fire, and call 
for ambulances. From its 
inception on December 
10, 2017 till January 31, 
the National Emergency 
Service has received over 
3.53 crore calls.
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Amal Kumar 
Basu passes 
away
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Manikganj

Amal 
Kumar 
Basu, a 
patron of 
education 
in 
Manikganj, 
passed away yesterday. 

He was 83.
Amal was former 

president of Manikganj 
district unit of Udichi 
Shilpigosthi, former 
general secretary of 
Manikganj Subdivision 
Sports Association 
and former founder 
headmaster of Manikganj 
Girls High School.

He served as the 
secretary of Kalibari 
Anandamoyee Kali Mandir 
in the district town for 
24 years. He was the 
founding president of 
the subdivision unit of 
Tamuddan Majlish and the 
secretary of Manikganj Art 
Council. He was involved 
in building numerous 
educational institutions.

Amal was born on 
February 16, 1939 in 
a zamindar family at 
Chandahar village in 
Singair, Manikganj. 

With a pledge to help create a world where all people with autism can reach their full potential, a group 
of people under the banner of “School for Gifted Children” brought out a rally on Saat Masjid Road in 
Dhanmondi yesterday.
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