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counselling, which was 
specially developed by a 
group of psychologists, 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s , 
n e u r o d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
specialists and educators.

It was observed that 
mental health improved 
for most of the mothers, 
including significant 
improvement among 40 
percent of those who had 
depression and among 23 
percent who did not have 
depression.

Half of the mothers 
acquired a normal state 
of mental health after 

four sessions, and overall 
quality of life improved 
among them, irrespective 
of having depression.

Dr Aliya said, “The 
overall out-of-pocket cost 
of availing the counselling 
service was about $1 (Tk 80) 
per session for one person. 
I am delighted that we have 
found an affordable mental 
health service model, which 
has enormous potential to 
be scaled up in Bangladesh 
and other low- and middle-
income countries.”

Saira Hossain is one 
such mother who received 
the counselling service. 

She said, “Our society can’t 
understand the special 
needs of these children at 
all. I used to weep alone 
every day when I saw my 
child getting abused by 
others.” “However, now I’m 
trying to rediscover my 
son’s latent talents. He is 
very good at painting. I am 
also teaching him about his 
rights so that he can raise 
his voice for them and be 
independent,” added Saira.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s daughter Saima 
Wazed -- chairperson of 
Shuchona Foundation, 
member of World Health 

Organization’s Expert 
Advisory Panel on Mental 
Health and faculty member 
at Barry University, USA 
-- was co-author of both 
research papers.

In a written statement, 
she said the counselling 
study provides much-
needed evidence that not 
only shows how mental 
health programmes can 
be provided to those who 
urgently need them, but 
also that such specialised 
care can be effectively 
provided in a manner that 
makes participation easy 
and effective. 

Enforce laws
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on religion-based politics; 
leadership of women at 
all levels and total and 
effective participation 
of women in decision 
making positions. The 
declarations also include 
initiating campaigns and 
implementing of Domestic 
Violence Prevention and 
Protection Act-2010. 
The declarations also 
demanded necessary 
reforms in existing laws, 
including that of rape 

cases.
The programme was 

followed by a rally and 
lighting of candles in front 
of the Raju Memorial in 
Dhaka University’s TSC 
area. 

Dr Maleka Banu, 
general secretary of Mahila 
Parishad; Prof Hasina 
Khan of Dhaka University; 
and Shahana Jefrin of 
Bangladesh Women 
Chamber Commerce and 
Industry also spoke at the 
programme.   
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minister, we have set up 
union-level healthcare 
facilities, where rural 
people can avail medical 
care. All must come 
forward like ‘Amader 
Pratiddhani Foundation’ 
to fulfil the commitment of 
being a developed country 
by 2041,” he said. 

Ambassadors of India 
and Netherlands took 
part in the programme as 
guests of honour, while 
ambassadors of Brunei, 
Kosovo, South Korea 
and Indonesia graced 
the occasion. Deputy 
Ambassador of China also 
took part in the event. 

Taking part in the 
discussion, Indian 
Ambassador Vikram 
Doraiswami praised the 
spirit of Bangladeshis, 
which he termed as its 
greatest asset. 

Everything is now 
delivered to doorsteps, 
except healthcare, but 
initiatives like this help 
reduce inequality, which is 
essential, he said. He also 
assured of extending help 
to the initiative. 

Deputy Ambassador 
of China in Bangladesh 
Yan Hualong also thanked 
the initiative, praising 
Bangladesh’s gradual 
progress over the last 30 
years. 

Advisor of Amader 
Pratiddhani Foundation, its 
president Sanjida Bhuiyan 
Haque, and rights activist 
Khusi Kabir also spoke in 
the programme. 

The mobile platform 
will provide medical 
care for menstrual and 
reproductive health, and 
communicable diseases. It 
will also create awareness 
among people about 
hygiene. 

Mega-project
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from the waterlogging, 
but another part is still 
underwater.” Contacted, 
Shahidul Alam, councillor 
of Ward-17 (West Bakalia), 
said he visited the area a few 
days ago. “The allegation 
against me of not visiting 
the spot is not true. I went 
there a few days ago and 
noticed the problem.”

“I have informed the 
CCC mayor and CDA 
chairman about the locals’ 
sufferings,” he said. “CDA 
has been implementing a 
mega-project to address 
waterlogging, and as part 

of this project, it has been 
excavating canals and 
building retaining walls,” 
the councillor said. “I will 
visit the spot again and talk 
to CDA officials so that they 
make a way for the water to 
flow.”

Contacted, Lt Col Shah 
Ali, director of CDA’s mega-
project, said it is true that 
water accumulated in the 
area due to development 
works, but locals are also 
partly to blame. “They 
throw plastic wastes into 
the drains, blocking water 
flow.” “However, I will look 
into the matter,” he said. 
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Alam traced Babu following 
the address mentioned in 
the letter to the PMO. As 
part of the “Mujib Borsho” 
celebrations, he was gifted 
with a two-room house 
right on the main road of 
the town. Babu, who also 
has problems walking, can 
now go to college without 
any difficulties. 

M o n i r u z z a m a n , 
assistant land officer at 
Ichhakhada land office, 
gave a peek into Babu’s 
everyday life to this 
correspondent. 

“He does the chores 
himself. His mother and 
brother send Tk 5,000-
6,000 every month from 
Dhaka for his sustenance. 
Occasionally, when he 
needs something, he texts 
us, and we try to help him 
in any way we can,” said 
Moniruzzaman. 

Although there is no 
tube-well system with the 

semi-finished houses of 
Ashrayan-2 project, there is 
one with Babu’s house. The 
house also has some plants 
in front of it, including a 
mango tree. 

“The house was handed 
over to his mother in 
September last year,” said 
Ashraful Islam, DC of 
Magura. 

“Babu has a house, now 
all he needs is a job. If that 
is arranged, there will be 
nothing to worry about,” 
said Zakir Hossain, a 
relative of Babu. 

According to the Magura 
district administration, 
semi-finished houses 
are being constructed in 
different areas of Magura 
under the Ashrayan-2 
project. The third phase 
of the construction is 
ongoing, after which, the 
house is expected to be 
more durable and disaster-
tolerant than the previous 
ones. 
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fair and peaceful election 
of the SCBA for a good 
number of times, he said.

Consultation with past 
presidents and secretaries 
seems to be a fair process 
to resolve the impasse, he 
added.

Veteran lawyer 
Khandker Mahbub 
Hossain, a four-time 
SCBA president, said the 
allegation of misbehaviour 
by few lawyers with 
Mashiuzzaman was very 
unfortunate.

“I think those 
who have forced 
Mashiuzzaman 
to resign are 
responsible for 
the deadlock. 
They should 
apologise to 
him and make 
him withdraw 
the resignation 
letter,” he said.

K h a n d k e r 
Mahbub also said such a 
standoff over the SCBA 
election result did not take 
place in its history.

Mashiuzzaman said as a 
former SCBA secretary he 
will attend the meeting of 
its former presidents and 
secretaries and hoped that 
a solution would come. He 
said some pro-AL lawyers 
coming from outside 
had kept him waiting till 
4:00am on March 17.

“They made derogatory 
remarks... and pressured 
me to recount the votes 
for the post of secretary 
although there is no such 

provision,” he said.
He said he felt insulted 

as additional attorney 
generals SM Munir and Sk 
Morshed kept silent when 
the AL-backed lawyers 
misbehaved with him.

SM Munir earlier refuted 
the allegation saying 
that no AL lawyer did it. 
“Some pro-BNP lawyers 
have misbehaved with him 
[Mashiuzzaman],” he said.

Md Abdun Nur Dulal, 
a candidate from by AL-
backed lawyers’ panel for 
the post of SCBA secretary, 

submitted an 
application on 
March 17 night 
to the election 
subcommittee, 
saying that many 
votes have been 
illegally counted 
in favour of his 
rival candidate 
(Md Ruhul 
Quddus Kazal, 
pro-BNP lawyers’ 

secretary candidate).
According to unofficial 

result, AL-backed lawyers 
have won six out of 14 
posts, including that of the 
president in SCBA election.

Former additional 
attorney general Md 
Momtaz Uddin Fakir has 
been elected president of 
the prime bar association.

Pro-BNP lawyers 
secured the remaining 
eight posts, including that 
of the secretary. 

Incumbent secretary 
Ruhul Quddus has been 
elected the new SCBA 
secretary.

With demands to increase their monthly allowance to Tk 2,000 and ensuring job opportunities for them, a 
group of people with disabilities forms a human chain in front of National Museum at Shahbagh in the capital 
yesterday. “Bangladesh Society for the Change and Advocacy Nexus” organised the event. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


