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VIRULENT VARIANT

WHO warns of 
Covid risk
AFP, Geneva

The World Health Organization on Wednesday 
laid out three possible paths that the Covid-19 
pandemic might follow in 2022 -- with a new, 
more virulent variant the worst-case scenario. 
The WHO said the most likely way forward was 
that the severity of disease caused by the virus 
would wane over time, due to greater public 
immunity. But the UN health agency also said a 
more dangerous variant of concern than Omicron 
could be lurking round the corner. 

PAKISTAN CRISIS

How no-trust 
vote works?

AGENCIES

HOW IT WORKS?
The lower house of 

Pakistan National Assembly 
has 342 members. A 

candidate needs a majority 
of legislators, 172 or more, 
to vote for him to become 

PM. That is the same 
number of votes needed 
to pass a no-confidence 

vote against him. So Imran 
Khan could still survive a 
no-confidence vote if he 
gets fewer votes than the 

opposition, but only if 
the latter does not get the 

requisite 172 votes.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
If Khan loses the vote, 

parliament can continue 
to function until its five-

year tenure ends in August 
2023, after which a general 

election is due within 60 
days. There will be a vote 
in the National Assembly 
to elect a new PM to serve 

until then. The new PM 
can, however, call a general 
election immediately. The 
assembly can be dissolved 
and a general election held 
if no candidate can secure 

a majority of votes to 
become the PM.

WHEN IS THE VOTE?
The must be held by 

Monday.

KHAN’S STRATEGY
Khan has ordered all PTI 
legislators to not attend 
the assembly on the day 
of the vote to mitigate 

any chance of dissidents 
secretly supporting the 
motion to remove him. 

HISTORY
The previous two attempts 

to oust a Pak PM by no-
trust vote have failed. 

In 1989, Benazir Bhutto 
survived the vote by 

winning by 12 votes. In 
2006, Shaukat Aziz also 
won after the opposition 
got only 136 votes of the 

172 required.  

‘FOREIGN CONSPIRACY’ TO OUST PAK PM

Khan to lift the lid in House
Holds top security meeting; US denies sending threatening letter

DAWN ONLINE/ANN

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
decided to present a ‘secret letter’ before 
parliament, as the National Assembly session 
resumed yesterday after a recess of three 
days, in the hope that his party dissidents as 
well as disgruntled party allies would change 
their mind after becoming aware of its 
content and reject the opposition’s motion of 
no-confidence against him.

It’s not clear when the disclosure will 
be made as the session was adjourned till 
11:30am on Sunday minutes after it began, 
amid demands from the opposition parties 
to hold vote on the no-trust motion. 

Earlier, Khan chaired a meeting of the 
National Security Committee (NSC) at the 
Prime Minister’s House in Islamabad. The 
NSC is the highest forum for coordination 

on security issues in Pakistan and includes 
key federal ministers, the national security 
adviser, services chiefs and top intelligence 
officials.

The development comes a day after 
the premier shared a letter — purportedly 
showing evidence of a foreign conspiracy 
to oust his government — with his cabinet 
members in a hurriedly called meeting. It 
has been learnt that the letter was shown 
to the cabinet members on a TV screen.

PM Imran also called a selected group of 
TV anchors and informed them that “the 
language of the letter was threatening and 
arrogant” and that Pakistan would face dire 
consequences if the no-confidence motion 
failed. However, PM Khan did not show the 
letter to the media.

The cable was reportedly sent on 
March 7, a day before the opposition 

submitted the no-confidence motion and 
requisitioned a National Assembly session 
for voting on it.

Meanwhile, the US State Department 
said on Wednesday that no US government 
agency or official had sent a letter to 
Pakistan on the current political situation 
in the country. Responding to questions 
from Dawn about the alleged letter and 
US involvement in the no-confidence 
motion against the PTI government, a State 
Department spokesperson said: “There is 
no truth to these allegations.”

Over the last one year, Khan’s ties US 
has soured and he has moved closer to 
China and Russia. Beijing has helped to 
fund projects in the country valued at more 
than $60 billion and Khan held a top-level 
meeting with Vladimir Putin hours after 
the Russian president invaded Ukraine.

This handout photo made available by Greenpeace shows one of their activists holding an anti-war placard as they float in the water 
in front of the supertanker Pertamina Prime off the coast of Denmark yesterday, blocking the transshipment of a Russian oil shipment 
between two ships. PHOTO: AFP

Halt Afghan economy 

‘death spiral’: UN
AFP, London

Afghanistan’s economy risks falling into a 
“death spiral” without urgent aid, with some 
Afghans already forced to sell their children 
and body parts to survive, UN chief Antonio 
Guterres said yesterday. The United Nations has 
reached less than 13 percent of its $4.4 billon 
fundraising goal for Afghanistan this year, the 
secretary-general told a virtual conference of 
donors co-hosted by the UN, Britain, Germany 
and Qatar. “Wealthy, powerful countries cannot 
ignore the consequences of their decisions on the 
most vulnerable,” he said, after Western nations 
withdrew from Afghanistan last year and allowed 
the Taliban back to power. 


