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Everyone cries at
‘Kannakatir Mela’

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

For five hours yesterday, a no mans’ land in Lalmonirhat
was transformed into a witness of bittersweet, short-lived
reunions.

The spot, at border pillar-925 besides Maldah river
under Gorol union of Kaliganj upazila, was thronged by
thousands of people from Bangladesh and India as the
border was kept open for five hours from 12:00pm to
5:00pm, marking the Ganga Puja at India’s Ververi area.

What made yesterday’s occasion even more special
was that this was the first time the border fair, locally
known as “Kannakatir Mela” (a festival of tears), took
place after two years of suspension due to the
pandemic.

Locals told The Daily Star the fair has
been taking place since the Pakistan
period. Bangladeshis and Indians who
were separated come together on this
day to meet their loved ones from
across the border.

It is held on the bank of Maldah,
right besides barbed-wire fences,
during the Bengali month of
Chaitra every year.

It is said that everyone cries
during the fair, which is why it came
to be known as Kannakatir Mela.

Bangladeshi Protap Chandra Roy
(75), of Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila,
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came with his son Bishnu Chandra Roy G e
(48) to meet his daughter Narayani Rani (45), ' _ " i, x|
who is an Indian citizen. - - i ! ki S il
As soon as they met, Protap broke down in tears. “My
health is getting worse by the day. I may not be here for This year’s “Kannakatir Mela” took place after two years due to the pandemic. This deprived families, separated by the border, from meeting each other at the only place
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5 where they get to be together. They broke down in tears as soon as they met at yesterday’s fair at Ghongagachhi border in Lalmonirhat’s Gorol union. PHOTO: STAR
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spreading smiles

Two college students were A Jubo Dal leader died in Chattogram Central

Kkilled as their motorbike Jail yesterday while he was undergoing treatment

and a truck collided head- DIPAN NANDY, from Savar | e the rest are to be picked soon as well. at Chattogram Medlcal Collf.:ge Hospital.

on on Nakla-Chandrakona - P = Each house will be brick-walled, roofed The deceased is Md Shahjahan (47) from

road in Pagli Market area Twenty years ago, Mominul Islam lost _— - with colourful tin-shed. Floors will be Kulgaon area in the port city. .

in Nakla upazila of Sherpur his house in Chilmari, Kurigram to river ————— - made of concrete, while there will be two Dewan Mohammad Tarlqul Islam, jailer of

yesterday. erosion. In search of fortune, he migrated bedrooms with a tin canopy, a kitchen, a Chauogr_am Central Jail, said Shahjahan was

" The deceased are Rabbi from there to Savar’s Shimulia union. toilet and an open front porch. arresteq in a drug case on Octob.er 19, 2021.

Alam (22) and Wasim Islam Although it was no easy task, he managed Abu Saleh Mohammad Ferdous Khan, Shahlahan had bgen undergoing treatment

(18) from Nakla. to eke out a living working on other project director of Ashrayan-2, told The at th: jail hospl_Lal since _March_ 26 with multiple
Both the victims studied people’s land. Daily Star that it will be the first and largest Pl_lYSlcal complications, including TB, added the

at Nakla Government Hazi But the good times are about to instance of providing free housing to so Jall“er. .

Jalmamud College, said arrive for Mominul. As part of the Prime many people in the history of the world. He was leel}ng unwell on Tuesday noon aqd

OC Md Mushfiqur Rahman Minister’s Office’s Ashrayan project, he is “Special care is being taken in land was sent to Chittagong Medical College Hospital

of Nakla Police Station. set Lo have a house of his own again. selection. Taking experience from the for treatment.” .
Rabbi died on the Along with Mominul, 65,474 families first two phases of the project, the houses He dleddaround 12:00am there,” he told this

spot. Wasim was rushed have been allotted houses in the second are being made in even more sustainable correspondent.

tg Mymensingh Medical phase of the project, as a Mujib Borsho gift PHOTO: COLLECTED manner% he said. “The body was sent to CMC morgue for autopsy,

College Hospital where he from the prime minister for the landless “Ilost everything and came here 20 years In the third phase, the cost of said the jailer.

died around 8:00am. and homeless. ago,” he said. “I was running my familyby ~ constructing each house has increased, Contacted, Mohammad Shahed, general
Meanwhile in After the houses are completed, the farming on other people’s land. I cannot with each set to cost Tk 259,500, secretary qf ngo Dal Chattogram me.tropolitan

Netrakona, Abdul Khaleq PM will officially handover these semi- believe I'm about to get a house of my own,  compared to Tk 171,000 for the first phase unit, §a1d six false cases were filed against

Munshi (80) died when a permanent houses, along with 200 acres of  that too as a gift from the prime minister.”  and Tk 195,000 for the second. Shilh]ahan. ' .

fish-laden pickup hit him land, free of cost at a convenient time. Sixty-four families will be provided However, as a result of being exempt The drug' case was filed against him for

on Kendua-Atharabari Mominul spoke to this correspondent single houses at the project site at from tax and VAT, the houses can be harassment,” he added. )

Road at Horinagor in while inspecting the project site at Gohailbari. Twenty four of them have constructed at a cheaper price than the “We don.'t know whether Shal},]ahan was

Kendua on Tuesday. Gohailbari in Shimulia yesterday. already been selected through lottery, while  market price, said officials concerned. provided with proper treatment,” he said.
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T T T —— Female farmers of Khulna : ‘ e T s
5 :_P.Wliﬂ_g_eﬂl?h'..ﬁ.s.”.'?.. M]"'_T‘E"'sl"'ghp : exchange Varieties at fair .IQEd.QOV.bd A i
&  Invitation T Supply, Insialliaion and Commissioning of Note Counting Machines for 25 Branches of
e et Pbaner s Bl e e Memo No. 46.02.6963.000.07.007.20.137 Dated: 29/03/2022
T Invitation Ref. Na | BKB/DO{MymenAdmn-1{17)OTMNCM)-02/2021-2022/3647 . "
8 Dum L —— DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna e-Tender Notice: 01/2021-22
9 . 1 method nidering Melhy . = poresan
FUHDIHG%F%%?IGH Opon Terdering Mobod (OTH) . v S : e e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (htip:/www.eprocure gov.bd) for the
; Seeds of local varieties - preserved by families for
10 Budget and source of funds BKB's Own Fund. enerations - have been the most adaptive way of procurement of works as stated as below,
11 Development pariners (if applicable) /A, gene o L . - adaptive way Sl. | Tender Package No. Name of works Tendering
PARTICULAR INFORMATION cultivation for the distinct climatic conditions of No. | IDNo method
12 | _Project/program code (if applicable] NIA, the country’s coastal areas. i ' - T
: ; 2 3 4 3
13 Projact/program nama (if applicabla) MNIA. Qe ; . ; it
4 | Tonder Package o, : 0220012022 In what is considered a yearly tradition, 1 | 660508 | ADP (Gen)21- | Improvemeni of HBB Road from Srknshnapur LT
15 Tender publication daie 29103/2022, female farmers exchange the seeds at the “seed 22/Nat- Pucca Road-towards HIO. Professor Ashrafuzzaman
16 Tender package name Supply, Inslailation and Commissioning of Note Counling Machines fair”, organised every year by the local farmers’ Sadar/01/01 Road (Ch. 00.00-170.00m) Under Union: Tabaria,
T Teie BT gﬁiggg@“ﬁ ‘g’g&- Mymensingh Civision. organisation and non-government development Upazila: Natore Sadar District: Natore
20der a8l selng fate R B organisation LoCos at Gangarampur Union 2 | 680509 | ADP (Gen)21- | Improvement of Road by Carpeling and Palisading LTM
18 | Tender closing date and fime Z5I0473002 02:00pm Parishad ground in Khulna’s Batiaghata upazila. 22/Nat- near Par Afghoria Culvert — fowards up o H/O.
19 Tender opening date snd hime 251042022 |_0Z15pm In yesterday’s edition, local women displayed, Sadar/01/02 | Judge Mr. Mahabur Rahma via H/O. SP Humayan
20 | Mame & address of the office(s) Address . exchanged and distributed over 200 varieties of Kobir Road (Ch, 0.00 - 385.00m) Under Union:
-Sefling tender document {principal) BKB, Divisional Office, KM Tower (2nd Floor), 19, Amrifobabu Road, . - Lexmipur Kholabaria, Upazila: Natore Sadar,
Mymensingh. seeds in the fair’s 53 stalls. District: Nato J ] :
~Selling tender document (athers) Do, One of them was Laxmi Rani Mondal (53), 3 580510 | ADP (Genj2i- |n|15 rnv;emzntrzf Baiisading work beside Gurariaram i
- cohiiel it ool B of Gangarampur union’s Jharvanga village. 22Nat- GFES for breach prcier;tgion Under Union; gEnrc
5 ;?“"'“g e oo T She has been preserving seeds for 16 years. Her ; i
21 Place/dateftime of pre-lender meeting (oplional) | Mo pre-tender meating wil be held. Sadar/01/03 Horishpur, Upazila: Natore Sadar, District: Nalore
I:zm“a‘:‘erfm FDR'TEIP'DERER od | 1T Il ha imum of 03 (three) of i 4 680511 | ADP (Genj21- | Procurement and Distribution of Ripple Galvanized LTM
4 Aol 00 CL. ¥ha. Drosror Ehal-Tave. minkm e yate -OF. overal. aupevience. and 22/Nat- Iron Corrugated Sheet for subsequently Disaster
qualfication of tenderer rané:ir;.:sm of (2 (two) years of specific experience in the supply of goods and related Sadar/01/04 under Upazila: Natore Sadar, District: Natore
2, Manidagiurer's authonzation letter (original] Is requirad 5 680512 ADP (Rev. Improvement of HBB Road from Tea Stall of lsmail LTM
3, The minimum supply value of similar goods under a single contract in the kst 3 (thres) Ex)21-22/Nat- | Hossain in front of H/O. Babu Shonkor Gobindo
years b any scheduled bank should be minimum Tk 15.00 (Tfteen) lac only, Sadar/(1/05 Chowdhury — up to H/O, Shamol Professor (Ch.
A, Minimum amount of liguid asset or working capital or credit Tacility should be Tk 20.00 0.00m-87.00m) Under Union; Chatni, Upazila;
g“:lrl}ﬁﬁquallhc&hun will be applicsble as specified in TDS Natore Sadar District: Natore .
23 Brief description of goods Supply, Installation and Commissioning of Floor Mount Type Note Counting Machine 6 660514 ADP (Rev. Improvement of HBIB Road from beside Dorappur LTM
| withFake Nole Deteclicn Faciity Ex.j21-22/Nat- | Mukfijoddha Technical College - towards HIO.
24 Brief description of related | NiA Sadar/01/06 Sangbadik Kalidas (Ch. 00.00 — 308.00m) Under
senices el ; . St
25 Price of tender document (Tk) | Tk 1000)- + VAT {One thousand Taka only + VAT) (nonrefundable). E{;ﬁ%ﬁ{,{';ﬁ“r PN TISws
% Lot Identification of fol Locat Tend i Completion b 3 :
No. S e Wy | wielaimonira - 7 [ B80673 | _ADP (Rev. | Improvement of Road by HBB fom Jolarpara Bridge | LTM
01 | Supply Installation and | BKB, Divisional Office, | Tk 65,000/ (Sidy- 08 (eight) weeks o ) ) Ex)21-22MNat- | near H/O. Nazir — towards West Charpara Road
Commissioning of Floor Mount | KM Tower (2nd Fioor), 19, | five thousand) only from date of motivation came from not being able to cultivate Sadar/01/07 Under Union: Kafuria, (Ch. 0.00m-250.00m) Upazila:
TOE (e AN MR i | R o, confract signature on vast lands owned by her husband for lack of Natore Sadar District; Natore
T T e T I quality seeds. This is an oniine tender where only e-Tender will be accepied In ihe Nabonal e-GP Porial and
28 Desinaton of official inviling tendar General Managar Laxmi has preserved around 248 local seeds offline/hard copies will not be accepted. To submil e-Tender regisiration in the National e-GP System Portal
29 Address of ofical inwling tender E:(H Eh:‘\l'isli-il:ll'lﬂl Office, KM Tower (2nd F|DCII:I. 19, Amrtobabu Road, SO far' “Over 300 women in the locality preserve [hll%{m\';ﬂﬂ[}rmur&qmbdj is requ:red. f EoE
ymensing ; i ” i he fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e em Porial have io be
30 Contact details of official inviting tender (2096664205 | Email address: gmmymensinghi@krishibank ceg bd local SCCdﬁg’ Just like m_c, S.hC lnformc,d‘ d itad online th R b istered banks' b he \o 4.00pm date: 1?;045?]‘22
; e According to Laxmi, this preservation process Bpasiad orine trouglt any IeNEIBR0 Uanks. IFENCNes LUp 1o 4.uem dat: :
o | Seeesimieon L HM-GCTRG SINGTUROg &0 A1 AR O Sect Ao o ' Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and also from e-GP
tenders o to reduca the scope of the requirements for concemned is important due to the area’s water being " g e
procurement without ssigning any reason whalever, highly salinated, which makes it less suitable for help desk: (B-meil: uenaiore-eied gov.x] Or Call to.0771-66685),
i, All condiion should be implemented as per PPR-2008 and next . ’ . PR Interested persons can communicate wilh the undersigned during office hours.
amandmant for tanded. other seeds to be cultivated. “It is also cheaper
ii. Tender will be apened in prasence of the tendererrepresantative (if any). and more climate adaptable, and yields higher Sk. Md. A. 5. Mostafezur Rahman
i The el risien wil Bl b Founch in GRS “’%L‘:I —— production than the hybrid seeds available in the Upazila Engineer
il »
o market.” - Phone No. 07716636
Bangladesh Krishl Bank Sometimes farmers are cheated by seeds of one Na. '

GD-614 E-mail: ue natore-s@lged.qov.bd

GD-618 Divisional Office, Mymensingh SEE PAGE 4 COL 5




