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Malaysia’s role 
in Rohingya 
issue lauded
UNB, Dhaka

Malaysia’s strong support 
to Bangladesh in the 
Rohingya crisis was lauded 
at a webinar that focused 
on shared heritage and 
good relations between the 
two countries.

The webinar titled 
“Bangladesh-Malaysia 
Relations: Prognosis for 
the Future” was hosted 
by Cosmos Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of 
Cosmos Group.

The opening remarks 
were delivered by Cosmos 
Foundation Executive 
Director Nahar Khan.

The session was chaired 
by Dr Iftekhar Ahmed 
Chowdhury, former adviser 
on foreign affairs to the 
last caretaker government.

Malaysian High 
Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Haznah Md 
Hashim was the keynote 
speaker at the dialogue.  
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like her have helped 
improve women’s access to 
safe childbirth, especially 
in rural areas.

A total of 8,646 
midwives have completed 
a three-year diploma 
course from 60 public and 
105 private institutions 
so far. The diploma was 
introduced in 2021 by the 
health ministry. 

Besides, around 400 
midwives, who graduated 

from Brac University, 
have been deployed in the 
Rohingya camps in Cox’s 
Bazar. 

Saiful Hassan Badal, 
secretary of the medical 
education and family 
welfare division at the 
health ministry, said, 
“The national midwifery 
programme has greatly 
contributed to the 
reduction of maternal and 
newborn deaths, as well as 
caesarean section rates.”

He also said the 
government has plans to 
deploy more than 3,000 
midwives as soon as 
possible. 

Matt Cannell, 
development director of the 
British High Commission 
in Bangladesh, said the 
UK is proud to be part of 
the midwifery programme 
along with other partners.

Eiko Narita, UNFPA 
country representative, 
also spoke.

Private medical
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funds. The proposed law 
says any medical college 
must have one lakh square 
feet space for academic 
purposes and another one 
lakh square feet of space 
is needed for hospital 
purposes. For a dental 
college, the hospital area 

has to be 50,000 square 
feet each.

However, the authorities 
concerned will inspect 
such colleges and hospitals 
from time to time.

The medical and dental 
colleges will have to be 
affiliated with any public 
university.

Indo-Bangla ties
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and Bangladesh has the 
potential to increase 
national income by as 
much as 17 percent in 
Bangladesh and 8 percent 
in India.

Another study indicates 
a 297 percent increase in 
Bangladesh’s exports to 
India and a 172 percent 
increase in India’s exports 
to Bangladesh if transport 
connectivity improves and 
both neighbours sign an 
FTA.

Also, both traditional 

and non-traditional 
security issues shaping this 
maritime geography will be 
implicated in the evolving 
Delhi-Dhaka dynamic.

“It is the need of the 
hour to introspect the 
strengths, retrospect the 
mistakes, acknowledge 
the challenges and draw 
a roadmap to take this 
relationship to new 
heights,” he said.

Ravi Kumar Sawhney, 
distinguished fellow at 
Vivekanand International 
Foundation, said no 

relationship is perfect in 
the world and if there are 
complaints, it means the 
relationship is working. 
“Together we can do 
wonders,” he said.

Dr Sreradha Dutta and 
Dr Arvind Gupta of the 
Vivekananda International 
Foundation, India, BIISS 
Chairman Kazi Imtiaz 
Hossain and BIISS DG Maj 
Gen Mohammad Maksudur 
Rahman, and Bangladesh 
Foundation for Regional 
Studies Chairman ASM 
Shamsul Arefin also spoke. 

Everyone cries
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too long. There’s no way I 
would miss out on the fair 
this year. I’m meeting my 
daughter after four years,” 
an emotionally drenched 
Protap said.

Nayerhat village’s Ratan 
Chandra Roy (65) told The 
Daily Star that he came 
to the border to meet his 
younger brother Suresh 
Chandra Roy (60), who lives 
in India. 

“I have many relatives 

over in India, some of 
whom also came to the fair. 
It’s a delight to get to meet 
them after so long,” he said.

Talking to this 
correspondent, Gorol UP 
chairperson Nurul Amin 
said several thousand 
Bangladeshis from villages 
across Lalmonirhat 
and adjoining districts 
Rangpur, Nilphamari, 
Kurigram and Gaibandha 
come to the border fair 
every time it takes place.

Local seeds
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subpar quality. In the fair, 
we get to know who has 
which variety and exchange 
accordingly,” she added. 

Laxmi is not the only 
example of beneficiaries 
from the practice. Shamoli 
Sarker of the same village 
became self-reliant 
by selling seeds and 
vegetables. She has been 
able to preserve 78 varieties 
of local seeds and sow them 
in her cultivable land. 

Robiul Islam, upazila 
DAE officer of Batiaghata,  

told this correspondent 
while visiting the fair, 
“Preserving seeds helps 
people carry out organic 
farming.”

“It is a local tradition 
which also has great 
economic value. We 
are preserving over 100 
varieties of vegetables and 
paddy seeds that could 
otherwise die out.” 

“Local varieties of seeds 
need fewer fertilisers and 
insecticides in order to 
bring better yields,” he 
added. 

Frame specific
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universities. “If they were 
appointed following a 
specific guideline, debates 
over such issues will 
reduce,” he said.

He suggested that the 
government ask for UGC’s 
opinions while appointing 
a VC for any university.

During Tuesday’s 
parliament session, 
opposition lawmakers 
slammed the government 
for failing to control 
corruption and 
irregularities at public 
universities.
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Nobel Laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus at a meeting with former prime 
minister of Malaysia Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his wife Dr Siti Hasma 
at Mahathir’s office in Kuala Lumpur on Monday. Prof Yunus visited 
Malaysia to attend the inaugural convocation ceremony of Albukhary 
International University (AIU) in Alor Setar, Kedah, which took place on 
Saturday. Prof Yunus is the founding chancellor of AIU.  
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