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Malaysia’s role 
in Rohingya 
issue lauded
UNB, Dhaka

Malaysia’s strong support 
to Bangladesh in the 
Rohingya crisis was lauded 
at a webinar that focused 
on shared heritage and 
good relations between the 
two countries.

The webinar titled 
“Bangladesh-Malaysia 
Relations: Prognosis for 
the Future” was hosted 
by Cosmos Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of 
Cosmos Group.

The opening remarks 
were delivered by Cosmos 
Foundation Executive 
Director Nahar Khan.

The session was chaired 
by Dr Iftekhar Ahmed 
Chowdhury, former adviser 
on foreign affairs to the 
last caretaker government.

Malaysian High 
Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Haznah Md 
Hashim was the keynote 
speaker at the dialogue.  
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like her have helped 
improve women’s access to 
safe childbirth, especially 
in rural areas.

A total of 8,646 
midwives have completed 
a three-year diploma 
course from 60 public and 
105 private institutions 
so far. The diploma was 
introduced in 2021 by the 
health ministry. 

Besides, around 400 
midwives, who graduated 
from Brac University, 
have been deployed in the 
Rohingya camps in Cox’s 
Bazar. 

Saiful Hassan Badal, 

secretary of the medical 
education and family 
welfare division at the 
health ministry, said, 
“The national midwifery 
programme has greatly 
contributed to the 
reduction of maternal and 
newborn deaths, as well as 
caesarean section rates.”

He said the government 
has plans to deploy more 
than 3,000 midwives as 
soon as possible. 

Matt Cannell, 
development director of the 
British High Commission 
in Bangladesh, and Eiko 
Narita, UNFPA country 
representative, also spoke.

Indo-Bangla ties
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and Bangladesh has the 
potential to increase 
national income by as much 
as 17 percent in Bangladesh 
and 8 percent in India. 
Another study indicates 
a 297 percent increase in 
Bangladesh’s exports to 
India and a 172 percent 
increase in India’s exports 
to Bangladesh if transport 
connectivity improves and 
both neighbours sign an 
FTA.

Also, both traditional 
and non-traditional 
security issues shaping this 
maritime geography will be 
implicated in the evolving 
Delhi-Dhaka dynamic.

“It is the need of the 
hour to introspect the 
strengths, retrospect the 
mistakes, acknowledge 

the challenges and draw 
a roadmap to take this 
relationship to new 
heights,” he said.

Ravi Kumar Sawhney, 
distinguished fellow at 
Vivekanand International 
Foundation, said no 
relationship is perfect in 
the world and if there are 
complaints, it means the 
relationship is working. 
“Together we can do 
wonders,” he said.

Dr Sreradha Dutta and 
Dr Arvind Gupta of the 
Vivekananda International 
Foundation, India, BIISS 
Chairman Kazi Imtiaz 
Hossain and BIISS DG Maj 
Gen Mohammad Maksudur 
Rahman, and Bangladesh 
Foundation for Regional 
Studies Chairman ASM 
Shamsul Arefin also spoke. 
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universities. “If they were 
appointed following a 
specific guideline, debates 
over such issues will 
reduce,” he said.

He suggested that the 
government ask for UGC’s 
opinions while appointing 
a VC for any university.

During Tuesday’s 
parliament session, 
opposition lawmakers 
slammed the government 
for failing to control 
corruption and 
irregularities at public 
universities.
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Nobel Laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus at a meeting with former prime 
minister of Malaysia Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his wife Dr Siti Hasmah 
at Mahathir’s office in Kuala Lumpur on Monday. Prof Yunus visited 
Malaysia to attend the inaugural convocation ceremony of Albukhary 
International University (AIU) in Alor Setar, Kedah.  
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Misuse of law
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percent perfect. You should 
not only focus on mistakes.” 
He said many countries 
have enacted laws to give 
their people security in 
the digital sphere. “The 
government is alert so that 
none, including journalists, 
face any kind of harassment 
due to misuse of the Digital 
Security Act,” he said.

The minister said the 
proposed Mass Media 
Employees (services and 
conditions) Bill-2022 was 
prepared as per demand 
of media workers. “We 
held discussion with 
stakeholders. We will also 
hold discussions to finalise, 
keeping in mind interests 
of media workers,” he said. 

He made the comments 
about an hour after Noab 
President AK Azad at the 
onset of the programme 
requested him to bring 
amendment to the DSA 
as the law minister has 
said that there were some 
“misuse” of the law and he 
also hinted at amending it.

AK Azad said, 
“Newspapers are publishing 
news for the benefit of 
people for the last 50 years. 
But recently some laws are 

creating obstacles to work 
independently such as the 
Digital Security act.” He 
urged the government to 
hold discussions with all 
stakeholders before passing 
the bill. 

The Daily Sangbad 
Editor Altamash Kabir said 
no one should face any 
obstacle while publishing 
accurate and credible news. 
The government should 
make sure that there is no 
misuse of law.

The Daily Ittefaq Editor 
Tasmima Hossain said the 
government should look 
into the facilities and issues 
of newspapers so that 
newspapers do not face 
tax burden and pressure 
of wage board. Also, 
the government should 
release the dues for its 
advertisements published 
by the newspapers.

The Daily Star Editor 
and Publisher Mahfuz 
Anam said they want 
more cordial relations 
with the government. 
“We, journalists, perform 
our duties professionally, 
aiming to contribute to the 
country’s development.”

“We also celebrate 
success. But we also focus 

on failure, shortfalls... 
Many think we only 
portray negative things. 
I humbly want to say 
that we give attention to 
things that remain out of 
focus; things that no one 
pays heed to. Through 
independent journalism, 
we reach that information 
to the government so that 
their works become more 
effective and better.”

He said media is 
working cordially and with 
enthusiasm to be a part of 
the country’s development. 
“But many laws are being 
enacted and implemented 
that are disputing 
independent journalism.” 

MA Malek of The Daily 
Azadi, Mozammal Huq 
of The Daily Karatoa, 
Ramizuddin Chowdhury 
of The Daily Purbakone, 
AMM Bahauddin of The 
Daily Inqilab, Tariq Sujat of 
The Daily Bhorer Kagoj and 
Shamsul Huq Zahid of The 
Daily Fianancial Express 
also spoke at the event.

Noab member Dewan 
Hanif Mahmud moderated 
the event and its vice 
president ASM Shahidullah 
Khan Badal gave vote of 
thanks.  


