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The culture 
of impunity 
has worsened 
the situation 
of  violence 

against 
indigenous 
women and 
children.
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VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIGENOUS WOMEN

Most perpetrators not 
from community: study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Only about 12 percent of all rape 
incidents involving indigenous 
women and girls have been 
perpetrated by those from 
indigenous communities.

Most perpetrators belong to the 
majority.

Kapaeeng Foundation revealed 
the statistics after examining 
460 incidents of violence against 
indigenous women and girls 
between 2009 and 2020 in 39 
districts.

In only four percent of cases of 
murder after rape, the culprits were 

indigenous themselves.
None of the “attempt to rape” 

incidents were perpetrated by 
indigenous people.

A majority of the rapes were 
done by neighbours, said the report.

The statistics were unveiled in a 
discussion organised by Manusher 
Jonno Foundation, Bangladesh 
Indigenous Women Network 
(BIWN) and Kapaeeng Foundation, 
titled “Violence against indigenous 
women and girls: the case study 
of Bangladesh”, at The Daily Star 
Centre yesterday.

In only 128 out of the 460 
incidents, legal cases were filed with 

police, stated the findings.
“Powerful perpetrators create 

pressure on the weak and poor 
victims to withdraw the case,” 
found the study, citing interviews 
with participants. “Perpetrators 
also exert pressure and even give 
bribes to doctors for giving negative 
medical reports. The police and 
administration can also play a 
biassed role to save perpetrators.”

The study was funded by 
Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF).

Khagrachhari by far had the 
worst law and order, according to 
the figures. The district logged 128 

Speakers at the discussion on “Violence against indigenous women and girls: the case study of Bangladesh” at 
The Daily Star Centre yesterday. The event was organised by Manusher Jonno Foundation, BIWN and Kapaeeng 
Foundation. PHOTO: STAR
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