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Taliban ban 
Afghan women 
flying alone
AFP, Kabul

The Taliban have ordered 
airlines in Afghanistan to 
stop women from flying 
unless accompanied by 
a male relative, in the 
latest crackdown on basic 
human rights by the 
country’s new rulers since 
seizing power.

The hardline Islamists 
have imposed sweeping 
restrictions on freedoms, 
mostly targeting women, 
and on Sunday also 
ordered local television 
channels to stop 
broadcasting BBC news 
bulletins.

Over the weekend, they 
also decreed that men 
and women could not visit 
parks in the capital on the 
same days. A spokesman 
for the Taliban’s religious 
enforcers denied ordering 
the flight ban, but two 
travel agents told AFP they 
had stopped issuing tickets 
to solo women travellers.

Civilians, who volunteered to join the Territorial Defence Forces, receive a weapons training by an instructor, in Lviv, Ukraine, yesterday. 
More than 3.8 million people have fled Ukraine since Russia’s invasion a month ago, UN figures showed yesterday, but the flow of 
refugees has slowed down markedly. PHOTO: REUTERS

WORRIES OVER IRAN 

US, ME allies 
show unity 
in Israel

AFP, Sde Boker

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken made a 
show of unity with Middle East allies at a rare 
Israeli-hosted summit yesterday, hoping to allay 
their misgivings about an emerging Iranian 
nuclear deal and Washington’s commitment to 
the region.

The two-day desert retreat was further clouded 
by US-Russia tensions over Ukraine, an Islamic 
State-linked attack in Israel and health worries 
as Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett was 
diagnosed with Covid-19 after meeting Blinken.

The foreign ministers of United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Morocco, which normalised ties with 
Israel in a 2020 US diplomatic drive, attended the 
summit in Sde Boker - where the founding Israeli 
prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, is buried.

Also there was the foreign minister of Egypt, 
which in 1979 became the first Arab country to 
make peace with Israel.

“The (region’s) moderates are convening to talk 
and to form a front against the extremists,” Gil 
Haskel, an official with Israel’s Foreign Ministry, 
told public broadcaster Kan, referring to Iran’s 
hardline Islamist rulers.

“There are nuances, different perspectives 
being discussed or argued about, there is some 
agreement about some issues and less so about 
others - but there’s no doubt in this room 
around the table that Iran must not be nuclear,” 
Haskel added.

“A new round of 
negotiations is 
ahead, because 
we are looking 

for peace. 
Really. Without 

delay. As I 
was informed, 
there is an 
opportunity 
and a need for 
a face-to-face 

meeting already 
in Turkey.”

Ukraine President 
Volodymyr 
Zelensky

BID TO REMOVE PAK PM

No-trust motion 
moved in House
Debate on March 31

REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s parliament took up a no-confidence 
motion moved by opposition lawmakers 
yesterday in a bid to remove Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, pushing the South Asian nation 
closer to political turmoil.

The House will begin a debate on the motion 
on Thursday and a vote is to be held within 
seven days.

“The prime minister ceases to hold his office 
after he has lost the confidence of this house,” 
opposition leader Shehbaz Sharif said, reading 
from the no-confidence motion telecast live on 
television.

The vote comes as Pakistan faces a recurring 
economic crisis, with Khan’s government 
banking on the International Monetary Fund to 
release the next tranche of a $6 billion rescue 

package to shore up dwindling foreign 
currency reserves.

Khan, 69, a former captain of 
Pakistan’s national cricket team, 
lost a parliamentary majority with 
a series of defections from his 
party, and a united opposition is 
calling on him to step down. He 

has vowed to fight to stay put. 
He has blamed a foreign-funded 

conspiracy for trying to topple his 
government. China is a long-time 

supporter and Pakistan, a traditional ally 
of the West, abstained from voting as the UN 
General Assembly overwhelmingly reprimanded 
Russia for invading Ukraine.

Nearly 20 of Khan’s lawmakers have defected 
and his main coalition partners have suggested 
that they might join the opposition, making him 
short of 172 votes, a simple majority needed in 
parliament to hold on to power.

The opposition says it commands 163 votes 
and can get more. 

The government has sought a court 
intervention to bar the defectors from voting 
against the party under an anti-defection law. 


