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Parents’ role
FROM PAGE 3

levels to make them self-
reliant and proposed a 
change in child marriage 
surveys, setting a specific 
year as a benchmark to 
get a clearer picture of the 
situation.

Taslima Yasmin, 
associate professor of law 
at Dhaka University, said, 
“We will raise awareness 
among the parents, but it 
is also crucial to address 
the limitation under which 
parents feel like they’re 
forced to marry off their 
child.”

“Did we ensure any 
support for the families? 
Is there enough shelter 
homes for girls who want 
to escape child marriage? 
We have a national action 
plan, but it is not clear 
how much of it has been 
executed so far,” she added.

Echoing the same, 
MJF Executive Director 
Shaheen Anam, who 
moderated the seminar, 

said, “We need to make 
these policies effective.” 

“The longer girls stay 
in school, the longer will 
we be able to resist their 
early marriage. Even those 
already married have to be 
brought back to school,” 
she added. 

The seminar connected 
thousands of women from 
across the country, who 
shared their struggles and 
sufferings caused by child 
marriage.

Dr Farajana Rahman, 
associate professor of 
psychology, National 
Institute of Mental Health 
and Hospital; Tahmina 
Haque, programme officer 
(gender equality), Unicef 
Bangladesh; Rehana 
Khan, senior programme 
officer, Human Rights and 
Development Cooperation, 
Embassy of Sweden, Dhaka; 
Sylvia Islam, development 
advisor, High Commission 
of Canada, Dhaka; spoke at 
the seminar, among others.  

Southern univ 
holds 2nd 
convocation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The second convocation 
of Southern University 
was held yesterday on its 
campus at Chattogram 
city’s Baizid Link Road.

Deputy Education 
Minister Mohibul Hassan 
Chowdhury presided over 
the event. Educationist and 
writer Prof Kaykobad was 
the convocation speaker. 
Prof Md Mozammel Haque, 
Trustee Board Chairman 
Khalilur Rahman, Daily 
Azadi Editor MA Malek 
were present at the event. 

89pc child workers 
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He suggested researchers 
don’t collect data only 
from the duration of the 
pandemic, but also go for 
pre and post-Covid data. 

Lawmaker Meher Afroz 
Chumki, chairperson 
of the parliamentary 
standing committee on 
the women and children 

affairs ministry, said the 
government has initiated 
safety net programmes for 
child workers.

Afzal Kabir Khan, 
manager of Educo’s 
ODHIKAR project, said 
there are 3.45 million child 
labourers in the country. 
“A total of 1.28 million 
are engaged in hazardous 

work. About 95 percent are 
employed in the informal 
economy,” he added. 

Mahbuba Bilkis, deputy 
secretary of the labour 
and employment ministry, 
didn’t agree with the 
statistics. “We need sector-
wise or area-wise accurate 
statistics to address the 
issue,” she said. 

A bit of relief
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However, Nahid Hasan 
Khan, director traffic 
(commercial) of BR, told 
The Daily Star that some 
customers said the service 
has improved a lot.

Contacted, Farhat 
Ahmed, manager (public 
relations) at Shohoz, said 
there was no issue from 
their side from 8:00am 
yesterday. 

He said around 7,000 
tickets were sold through 

the online platform 
between 8:00am to noon 
yesterday. Besides, more 
than 2 lakh got registered 
with the website so far, he 
added.
RAILWAY MINISTER 

LEAVES FOR TURKEY 

Meanwhile, an eight-
member delegation led by 
Railways Minister Nurul 
Islam Sujan left the capital 
yesterday for a visit to 
Turkey. 

The team, which 

includes ministry secretary 
Humayun Kabir, will visit 
the country following 
the invitation of Turkey’s 
communication and 
infrastructure minister, 
said a press release.

The delegation will 
visit railway locomotives 
and carriages factories 
in Turkey and hold talks 
over mutual cooperation 
in the railway sector. The 
delegation is supposed to 
return on April 4.

A menace
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According to Aysha 
Mustari, principal of 
Dewaniabari Govt Primary 
School, no safety measures 
has been taken by the 
brick field owners on these 
fronts.

Dr Ranjan Kumar 
Majumder, a retired 
medicine specialist, said 
due to  environmental 
pollution from the brick 
field, school-going children 
and  residents of the 
adjacent areas have the 
risk of suffering respiratory  
problems like bronchitis, 
asthma and heart diseases 
as well.

Teachers of the schools 
alleged that they informed 
Trishal upazila education 
officer and the Department 
of Environment (DoE) 
regarding the issue, but to 
no avail. 

Asked, Education Officer 
Md Mosharraf Hossain said 
he visited the schools and 
the brick fields recently 
and instructed the upazila 
administration about the 
next course of action.

Contacted, Abdus 
Salam Khokon, owner of 
“Modern Bricks” refused 
to cooperate with this 
correspondent when asked 
whether his brick field has 
a license. 

However, Badal Mia, 
owner of Bhai Bhai Bricks, 
claimed that his brick field 
is far away from the school 
and he has applied for a 
license.

Farid Ahmed, divisional 
director of Mymensingh 
DoE, said the brick fields 
are running without license 
and proper environmental 
clearances. 

“I was informed about 
the nuisance. But I have not 
been able to visit the sites 
yet,” said Farid. 

“The brick fields are 
illegal. Necessary actions 
will be taken against them 
soon,” he assured.  

Turn it down
FROM PAGE 3

In Dhaka, the noise levels 
have been found to be 119 
dB, while it’s 103 dB for 
Rajshahi. 

The report also 
said, “Exposure to 
environmental noise 
sources such as road 
traffic, air traffic, railways, 
machinery, industry and 
recreational activities have 
well-documented negative 
impacts on physical and 
mental well-being.”

Fagua brings
FROM PAGE 5

“Fagua Utshab Udjapon 
Parishad” organised the 
festival, turning the heart 
of the green Fulchhara tea 
garden red as thousands 
people partook in a game 
of colours with abir. 

Deputy Director 
of Local Government 
Mollika Dey inaugurated 
the programme, which 
included traditional dance 
and other performances  by  
30 local artists.
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