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TRAIN TICKETS

Online sales run 
into a snag
Hundreds endure long 
queues at station
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Saad Rahman, a private service holder, got up early in the 
morning to purchase train tickets online.

It took him half an hour from 8:00am to log in to 
eticket.railway.gov.bd, the website selling train tickets. 

However, he could not purchase the tickets as the 
system did not deliver an OTP (one-time password) to his 
phone. 

Failing to buy online tickets of Kishoreganj-bound 
Egaro Sindhu Express for Sunday, he went to Kamalapur 
Railway Station around 12:00 noon.

“I found several hundred people in the queues at the 
station. I decided not to wait there as it could take several 
hours to reach the counter,” Saad told this correspondent. 

Visiting Kamalapur Railway Station yesterday, a 
correspondent of The Daily Star found hundreds of 
people suffering immensely to get train tickets. 

Bangladesh Railway (BR) resumed the online sales 
through its new vendor, a joint venture firm led by 
Shohoz Limited, after a five day pause that ended at 
8:00am yesterday. 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Humans infect  
animals more 
than they know
INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Humans give viruses back to animals in 
“spillback” events more often than previously 
thought, suggests a new study that has 
implications for wildlife conservation and public 
health.

Such events have recently gained 
attention due to the spread of 

Covid-19 from humans to wild 
white-tailed deer in the US 

and Canada, said scientists, 
including those from 
Georgetown University in 
the US.

Over the course of the 
Covid pandemic, scientists 

discovered that the novel 
coronavirus that causes Covid 

could spread from humans to 
hamsters, minks, leopards, zoo lions, 

and tigers.
With recent data suggesting that a white-

tailed deer may have brought the virus back 
to humans, in at least one case, researchers 
expressed concerns that new animal reservoirs 
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Tobacco growers and buyers using the Shaheed Minar of Durakati Government Primary School in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila as their marketplace even on Independence 
Day yesterday. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY

With passengers having no safety equipment, such as life jackets, on, two men seem to be putting all their 
strength to push a speedboat out into the sea from Patenga beach in Chattogram for a five-minute tour 
yesterday. While each person has to pay Tk 100 for such trips, they don’t seem to be provided with the 
security that is needed out in open waters. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

city

GAS PRICE HIKE PROPOSAL

Households with 
pre-paid meters 
to bear brunt
ASIFUR RAHMAN

Households with pre-paid meters will suffer most if the 
recommendation of the 43 percent hike in gas price is 
implemented -- a development that can slow down the 
installation of the meters that can enforce watchful 
consumption of gas.

About four lakh pre-paid meters 
have been installed since those 
were introduced about a 
decade ago, according to the 
data submitted by the six 
gas distribution companies 
at the hearing.  A total of 43 
lakh households have piped 
gas connections.

The proposed hike came 
from the technical evaluation 
committee of the Bangladesh 
Energy Regulatory Commission at 
the public hearing held last week.

“We found the existing billing system for the non-
metered household users is excessive in comparison with 
the meter users,” said Kamruzzaman, BERC’s deputy 
director for tariff while presenting the recommendations 
at the public hearing.

A pre-paid user consumes 35-45 cubic metres of gas 
on an average in a month, which costs Tk 400-550, the 
BERC found. For the same volume of gas, a non-metered 
user has to pay Tk 925-950.

The committee recommended increasing the tariff 
SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

Of coercion and 
collusion!

A private company has been forcing farmers to sell 
cropland in league with local influentials, allege farmers

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU

A private company has been 
coercing farmers to sell 
cropland to set up a power 
plant at Bhabanipur village in 
Hemayetpur union of Pabna 
Sadar upazila, locals have 
alleged.

The company--Paramount 
Holdings Ltd--has set up its 
signboards on over 100 plots in 
the shoal and fenced up a large 
area, claiming ownership of the 
land.

Different types of crops, 
including banana, wheat, and 
pulses, are grown in the shoal 
round the year.

“This year, I cultivated Banana 
on around 12 bighas of land. 
But I don’t know whether I will 

be able to keep the farm, as the 
company is gradually occupying 
the entire shoal,” said Hafizul, a 
local farmer.

“We have four bighas of land, 
jointly owned by four brothers. 
None of us sold the land, but a 
man hiding his identity has sold 
26 decimals of the land to the 
company. The company people 
fenced up the entire land,” said 
Alam Mridha, another farmer.

When they went to the 
company office demanding 
an explanation, the company 
officials asked the brothers to 
sell their share.

“But we refused,” he said.
Many of the villagers do not 

have updated legal documents 
of their inherited land. Taking 
advantage of the situation, 

the company is targeting such 
disputed land, buying them at 
a low price and then occupying 
the adjacent area, victims 
alleged.

Villagers said the company 
has engaged some influential 
people as brokers, who forced 
many to sell their land at a low 
price.

Asked about this, Union 
Parishad Chairman Jahangir 
Alam Khan said former UP 
chairman Md Alauddin and 
Pabna Sadar upazila parishad’s 
incumbent Chairman Mosharaf 
Hossain were coercing farmers 
to sell their land to the company.

Mosharaf admitted helping 
the company to buy land legally, 
but brushed off the allegation 
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TIPU MURDER

DB makes 
headway 
in probe
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Investigators have found 
some vital clues to the 
killing of Jahidul Islam 
Tipu, former general 
secretary of Motijheel 
Awami League, and hope 
to soon inform the media, 
said the Detective Branch 
of police.

“The DB is working 
with consideration of 
all motives related to 
Tipu’s murder,” Rifat 
Rahman Shamim, deputy 
commissioner of the DB’s 
Motijheel Division, told 
The Daily Star.

Asked, AKM Hafiz 
Akhter, additional 
commissioner of DB said, 
they would inform the 
media soon.

Apart from DB, the 
Rapid Action Battalion 
and the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
of police are also working 
to solve the killing.

On Friday, Khandaker 
Al Moin, director (legal 
and media wing) of Rab, 
said they found some 
evidence and possible 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1


