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E x - D i v i s i o n a l 
Superintendent of the 
workshop Monjur-Ul-Alam 
Chowdhury, now additional 
director general at Dhaka’s 
Rail Bhaban, initiated the 
project. He said the 19-feet 
tall structure was designed 

by a panel of rail staffers. 
It features a red coloured 
rising sun, symbolising the 
vigorous creation of the 
nation. At its left is a rail 
engine, while at the right is 
a rail carriage, with a gear 
at the head, symbolising 
progress.

Towards peace
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interests of their people, 
and goes in line with the 
promotion of regional 
stability and security,” 
Putin said. 

India’s External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
extended greetings to his 
Bangladeshi counterpart 
Dr AK Abdul Momen and 
the people of the country.

Taking to Twitter, 
Jaishankar said he looks 
forward to working 
together to add more pages 
to the golden chapter of 
India-Bangladesh Maitri.

Bangladesh and India 
are committed to further 
strengthening and 
consolidating the existing 
excellent relations that are 
founded on commonalities 
of values, culture and 

legacies based on mutual 
trust, respect and 
understanding, he said.

Leaders of UAE, on 
separate messages, 
congratulated President 
and Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh. The UAE is also 
celebrating Bangladesh’s 
Independence Day by 
illuminating the red and 
green flag on its tallest 
building.

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, UAE President; 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime 
Minister of UAE and Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Ruler of Dubai 
and Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi, have sent similar 
messages to both President 
and Prime Minister.

Never forget
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chairperson of Batiaghata 
Sadar union, told this 
correspondent, “We 
should do our best to 
preserve evidence of 
the 1971 genocide and 
torture, identify and 
build a database on 
slaughterhouses and 
mass graves, and spread 
awareness of our genocide 
all over the world.”

Rare memorabilia and 
images of genocide and 
torture are displayed at the 
museum, including 10,000 
photographs and 30 oil 
paintings across eight 
galleries, as well as some 
10,300 books on the war. 

Over 300 audio-visual 
CDs enrich the collection, 
while a sales centre has 
been opened to sell books 
and souvenirs.

Renowned historian 
Prof Muntassir Mamoon 

inaugurated the museum 
on May 17, 2014 at a 
temporary rented house 
at Moilapota in the city. 
It shifted to its own 
21-decimal land, on a two-
storey house allotted by 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina on August 27, 2015. 
The new premises opened 
to visitors on March 26, 
2016. 

Prof Mamoon, chairman 
of the trustee board that 
runs the institution, said, 
“The aim of the museum 
is to educate people, 
especially youths, about 
the genocide committed 
by the Pakistan army in 
association with their local 
collaborators.”

The museum is open 
daily from 10:00am to 
6:00pm, except Monday, 
while on Friday it is open 
from 3:00pm to 7:00pm. 
The entrance fee is Tk 5.

President, PM
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HASINA GREETS 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS

On the occasion, the prime 
minister also greeted all 
the freedom fighters.

As in the past, she sent 
flowers, fruits and sweets 
to the war-wounded 
freedom fighters and 
members of the martyred 
families at Martyred and 
War-wounded Freedom 
Fighters’ Rehabilitation 
Centre (Muktijoddha 
Tower-1) on Gaznavi 
Road in the capital’s 
Mohammadpur area.

The PM’s assistant 
private secretary-2 Gazi 

Hafizur Rahman Liku and 
assistant press secretary 
ABM Sarwer-e-Alom Sarker 
handed over the items to 
them, reports UNB.
PM UNVEILS POSTAGE 

STAMP

Hasina also unveiled a 
commemorative postage 
stamp on Salimpur 
Wireless Station, the 
receiving and transmitting 
station of the declaration 
of independence by 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman.

She released the stamp 
of Tk 10, along with an 
opening day cover of Tk 10 
and a data card of Tk 5.

No Covid deaths
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the pandemic began on 
March 8, 2020.

The official tally shows 
that the virus killed 29,118 
people and infected 
19,51,239 so far, the 

statement added.
The recovery count 

rose to 18,77,131 after 
another 983 patients 
were discharged from the 
dedicated hospitals during 
the past one day.

A govt for people
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At the same time, we have 
taken an oath that we 
will liberate democracy 
again, in the same way 
we liberated the country 
50 years ago through 
the Liberation War,” said 

Fakhrul.
“We will bring Tarique 

Rahman back to the 
country and establish 
a neutral government 
through an election for the 
people of the country,” he 
said.
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Crowds gather to cheer for their favourite team at a traditional game of ha-du-du on Aronghata Primary School 
field in Khulna yesterday. Marking Independence Day, a ha-du-du competition was held where eight teams 
participated from different districts. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

2 more turtles found 
dead on Kuakata 
beach
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Two more dead turtles were found 
floating on the waters of Kuakata 
beach in Patuakhali on Friday 
morning and afternoon. 

In the last few days, four dead 
turtles of the same species were 
found on the beach. Earlier, on the 
morning of March 21, two of them were 
found in Gangamati area.

Sagarika Smriti, an associate researcher at 
World Fish Bangladesh project, confirmed that all four turtles are of 
the endangered olive ridley species. 

“We have collected samples of the turtles, and they will be sent to 
the forensic lab of the forest department,” she said.

She added that they had probably died in a trap.
Piyush Kanti Hari, former associate professor of Patuakhali 

Government College’s biology department, said the breeding season 
for such turtles is mainly in winter. They often get caught in fishers’ 
nets and die.

Work together 
Information minister calls 
upon all to eliminate 
anti-liberation forces
BSS, Dhaka

Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr Hasan 
Mahmud yesterday said the oath of Independence 
Day is to eliminate all anti-liberation forces.

He said this while talking to journalists after 
paying homage to Bangabandhu by placing 
wreaths at his portrait at Dhanmondi road 
-32 along with central leaders of AL marking 
Independence Day.

Hasan, also joint general secretary of Awami 
League, said urged all to work together for the 
betterment of the country.   

CMCH intern 
doctor held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday arrested an intern doctor of 
Chattogram Medical College Hospital (CMCH) 
from the Intern Doctors’ Hostel at CMC in a case 
filed with Khilkhet Police Station in Dhaka.A 
team of police from Khilkhet Police Station 
with the help of Panchlaish Police Station in 
Chattogram conducted a drive at the hostel and 
arrested Arnab Paul, 24, an internee doctor of the 
hospital, around 1:00am said Sadekur Rahman, 
inspector (investigation) of Panchlaish Police 
Station.

Arnab was having an affair with a university 
student, he said, adding that as the relationship 
came to an end, the woman filed a case against 
him under the Pornography Control Act, 2012 in 
February.

The woman, in the case statement, alleged that 
Arnab used to blackmail her using the videos he 
recorded during their period of intimacy, said the 
police officer. He was taken to Dhaka after being 
arrested.

RU BCL: 
the food 
snatchers?
Students claim Chhatra 
League men took away 
their food for Independence 
Day celebrations

RU CORRESPONDENT

Chhatra League leaders and activists of Rajshahi 
University (RU) unit have been accused of 
snatching food allotted for residential students 
at Shaheed Shamsuzzoha Hall, on occasion of 
the university’s Independence Day celebrations.

According to the provost of the hall, Prof 
Ekramul Islam, the incident occurred yesterday 
afternoon under direction of Chirantan Chanda, 
president of RU BCL unit of 
Shaheed Shamsuzzoha 
Hall, and Momin Islam, 
general secretary of 
the unit.

The authorities 
had allotted 
special meals for 
residential students 
of 17 halls of the 
university. Every 
student had to collect 
a token for Tk 30.

However, 
approximately 20 to 22 
BCL activists, led by Chirantan and Momin, 
forcibly snatched 100-120 packets of food 
while residential students were waiting outside, 
according to eyewitnesses. As a result, at least 
100 of the hall’s residents were left hungry, said 
students.

In this regard, Chirantan said, “We didn’t take 
any extra packets.” RU BCL president Golam 
Kibria said, “As far as I know, BCL leaders and 
workers did not take any extra food. If any such 
incident occurred, action will be taken against 
them, subject to finding evidence.”

However, hall provost Prof Ekramul said, 
“When the distribution of food started in 
the hall, BCL leaders and activists came and 
demanded 200 packets of food.”

They didn’t have any token, but continued to 
demand extra food. At one point, about 20 to 
22 of them came and took away many packets of 
food without tokens. “We have already informed 
the matter to the university administration. 
They will take further action,” he added. 

2nd Edition

Ismail Ferdous 
wins World Press 
Photo award
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

US-based Bangladeshi 
photographer Ismail 
Ferdous has been 
crowned as regional 
winner for the year 
2022 among 4,066 
photographers from 
130 countries by 
World Press Photo Foundation.

The contest -- “World Press Photo 
Contest” -- drew 64,823 entries. 
Twenty-four regional winners from 23 
countries were chosen.

Ferdous won the award in North and 
Central America category for his photo 
titled “The people who feed the United 
States” where a migrant sister was seen 
consoling her ailing brother who was 
on ventilator for five months due to 
Covid-19, which cost his job. 

Later, his sister left her job to take 
care of him.


