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When will UN recognise

Bangladesh genocide?

HAROON HABIB

hauled off for disposal under the cover
of darkness and curfew.”

On August 2, 1971, the Time magazine
provided the details of the massacre. It
quoted a senior US oflicial as saying, “It
is the most incredible, calculated thing
since the days of the Nazis in Poland.”
Genocide researcher Prof RJ Rummel
said, “These ‘willing executioners’ were

foundation of conscience and human
rights. In some cases, according to the
studies, young Bengali women were
taken from one camp to another to be
used as “comfort girls.” The brutalities
inflicted on them included severing of
breasts and mutilation of their private
parts by inserting bayonet or gun
barrels. Many were kept hanging upside

majority of them Bengali Hindu women
and girls, involving vicious gang rapes,
sexual slavery, sexual torture, and forced
maternity.” British physician Dr Geoflrey
Davis, who worked in Bangladesh on
request of Word Health Organization
(WHO), estimated that the commonly
cited figures of killing and rape were
“very conservative” compared to the real
numbers.
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the newer generations of our nation

of the patriotism of their ancestors,
who fought a heroic war against the
marauding Pakistan Army that killed

an estimated three million people,
raped over 300,000 women, and caused
enormous destruction. The celebrations
also reminded us of the mass exodus of
nearly 10 million people to the bordering
states of India to escape military
atrocities, which was one of the largest
refugee crises in the 20th century.

All these human tragedies, well
documented in the pages of history, will
never be forgotten by the Bangladeshis
as most families at that time either lost
their loved ones or suffered the brunt
of the military madness. In memory of
the tragedy, Bangladesh observes March
25 as “Genocide Day” as the Pakistan
military launched a brutal campaign
of manslaughter on that day in 1971,
code-named “Operation Searchlight”—a
campaign that went on for nine months.
The irony is that the United Nations (UN)
has not yet recognised the genocide nor
the use of rape as a weapon of war to
this day, even though they were carried
out in a calculative and cruellest fashion,
as many researchers have concluded.

On December 31, 2021, the very last
day of Bangladesh’s golden jubilee
celebration, the US-based Lemkin
Institute for Genocide Prevention issued
a statement detailing the genocide
of Bengalis. The recognition came
following research carried out by the
institute after Tawheed Reza Noor,
son of one of Bangladesh’s martyred
intellectuals Serajuddin Hossain,
approached the institute, named after
Raphael Lemkin, a great scholar best
known for coining the term “genocide”
and who initiated the historic UN
Genocide Convention.

change the race of Bengalis!

Noted researcher Robert Payne, in
his book “Massacre: The Tragedy of
Bangla Desh,” quoted a senior Pakistan
Army general as saying, “Kill three
million of them and the rest will eat
out of our hands.” The UN’s declaration
of Universal Human Rights 1981 said,
“Among the genocides of human history,
the highest number of people Kkilled in
(a) lower span of time is in Bangladesh
in 1971. An average of 6,000 to 12,000
people were (sic) killed every single day...
This is the highest daily average in the
history of genocides.”

The Lemkin institute further stated,
“Given the lack of a broad international
recognition of the crime, the Lemkin
Institute calls upon (the) international
community, including the United
Nations, to urgently recognise the
Bengali genocide as a way to pay
tribute to the victims and to hold
(the) perpetrators accountable.” It has
also called upon the international
community to pressure Pakistan to work
with Bangladesh in its search for truth
and justice.

Hopefully, the significant statement
by a well-known genocide prevention
institute will pave the way for many
more similar international bodies to
come forward with similar recognition,
and help remove the UN’s inertia that
it has preserved for long. The crimes
committed against humanity, anywhere
in the world, must not go unpunished—
otherwise, justice turns futile.

Pakistan, even after 51 years, has not
apologised to Bangladesh for the crimes
committed by its army, nor has it put on
trial those 195 war criminals identified
by Bangladesh in 1972 as the principal
perpetrators. Pakistan’s own Hamoodur
Rahman Commission recommended
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of other human targets and those who fanatic cohorts raped hundreds of mandate and al-Shams—included a systematic policy  the recurrence of such crimes in the
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