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Development Authority’s 
(BMDA’s) deep tube-well in 
Ishwaripur village, for over 
two weeks. 

On Wednesday afternoon, 
they took pesticides with 
them and visited Shakhawat, 
also president of a ward 
unit of Krishak League in 
Deopara union, to ask him 
for water for irrigation, 
locals and Abhinath’s family 
members said. 

When Shakhawat 
denied them water, they 
drank the pesticide, they 
said. Shakhawat denied 
involvement in the incident. 

Kamrul Islam, OC of 
Godagari Police Station, 
told The Daily Star 
last night that Rozina 
Hembrom, Abhinath’s 
wife, filed a case accusing 

Shakhawat over provoking 
Abhinath’s death by suicide 
around 8:30pm.

On Thursday, police 
said Rozina had filed an 
unnatural death case. 
Yesterday, however, 
when talking to this 
correspondent Rozina 
denied filing the case. 

The OC said police had 
recorded the unnatural 
death case at Abhinath’s 
house on Thursday and took 
Rozina’s signature on it.

Rajshahi lawmaker Fazle 
Hosssain Badsha went to 
Abhinath’s home yesterday 
to talk to his family and 
other villagers. 

Abhinath’s brother 
Horen Mardi said the 
livelihood of four families 
Abhinath’s were dependent 
on paddy cultivation.

China FM seeks 

normal India ties
Delhi says ease border 
tension first

REUTERS, New Delhi

India said yesterday ties with China could not be 
normal until their troops pulled back from each 
other on the disputed border, but Beijing struck 
a conciliatory note during a meeting of their 
foreign ministers in New Delhi.

Both nations have deployed thousands of 
troops on the high-altitude border since hand-
to-hand fights killed 20 Indian and four Chinese 
soldiers northern Himalayan region of Ladakh in 
June 2020. 

Talks between senior military officers have 
made little progress. 

“I was very honest in my discussions with the 
Chinese foreign minister, especially in conveying 
our national sentiments,” India’s Foreign Minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar told a news briefing 
after his three-hour meeting with Wang Yi.

“The frictions and tensions that arise from 
China’s deployments since April 2020 cannot be 
reconciled with a normal relationship between 
the two neighbours.”

In a statement, Wang said China and India 
should work together to promote peace and 
stability around the world.

PAK PARLIAMENT

No-confidence 
motion against 
Khan delayed
REUTERS, Islamabad

The speaker of Pakistan’s 
parliament yesterday 
adjourned a motion of 
no-confidence in Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, 
provoking opposition 
accusations he was buying 
time for the ex-cricketer 
to muster support after a 
spate of defections from 
his party.

The motion will now 
be tabled on Monday after 
which seven days of debate 
should take place before an 
actual vote.

The speaker said in 
a live telecast that he 
adjourned the proceedings 
in order to conform with a 
longstanding tradition to 
refrain from carrying out 
parliamentary business on 
the first day of a session 
convened shortly after the 
death of an MP.  

Schoolchildren shout slogans as they march towards the prime minister’s house in Sydney, Australia yesterday, during a strike and 
protest by students highlighting inadequate progress to address climate change. PHOTO: AFP

West calls on 
Taliban to reopen 
girls schools
AFP, Washington

The United States and 
other Western countries 
on Thursday condemned 
the Taliban’s decision 
to shut girls secondary 
schools in Afghanistan 
just hours after reopening 
them, and urged the 
hardline Islamist 
movement to reverse 
course.

The joint statement 
from the foreign 
ministers of Britain, 
Canada, France, Italy, 
Norway and the US, plus 

the high representative 
of the European Union, 
said the decision 
Wednesday by the Taliban 
will harm the group’s 
prospects for legitimacy 
and Afghanistan’s 
“ambition to become 
a respected member 
in the community of        
nations.”

“The Taliban’s action 
contradicted its public 
assurances to the Afghan 
people and to the 
international community,” 
the Western nations said in 
their statement.

city


