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from nursing advice 
to buying and selling 
opportunities, Riche said. 
“The groups were launched 
out of love. But thousands 
with a similar fondness for 
plants joined us.”

BPLS currently has more 
than 87,000 members on 
Facebook, while BCLS has 
over 72,000. 

“There are some people 
who don’t even live in 
the country, but we get 
all kinds of support from 
them. They’ve helped us 
bring in rare or locally-

unavailable varieties, and 
sometimes they’ve even 
given out plants to new 
gardeners for free.”

This trend to encourage 
new gardeners seems to 
be a norm for the groups. 
Beyond migrant members, 
some experienced, “big-
scale” local gardeners also 
help out the fresh and new 
in this way.

At yesterday’s event, 
the organisers recognised 
12 of them: 10 living in 
Bangladesh and two from 
abroad. They were awarded 
with crests that bore the 

moniker “Shera Bagani” 
(top gardener).

The event was executed 
with help from 10-15 
volunteers, Riche said, 
including group admins 
and moderators. such 
as Asif Iqbal, who runs 
a plant-info page on 
Facebook named “Asif the 
Cacto Boy”.

Around 300 people 
attended the event 
yesterday, from outside 
the capital as well. They 
brought with them 
numerous varieties of 
indoor, outdoor, seasonal 

and medicinal plants.
Riche said she started 

out with the groups as a 
member. But over time, 
she realised the demand 
for plants all across the 
country and began growing 
and selling some herself. 

“As you can guess 
from my story, the groups 
are encouraging not 
only gardening, but also 
entrepreneurship among 
the youth.”

“At this point, these 
are not just two Facebook 
groups. We consider 
ourselves family.”

Bengal
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propelled by the values 
that define modernity in 
the 21st century, believe 
in democracy, freedom of 
speech, freedom of faith as a 
fulcrum of plural societies, 
gender empowerment 
and abolition of poverty,” 
he said.He said India’s 
diplomacy is driven by 
peaceful resolution of 
problems, not creating 
conflict. “Our diplomats 
are not wolf warriors. They 
do not take pride in being a 
pack of wolves.” 

Lawmaker Amir 
Hossain, also member of 
Awami League’s advisory 
council, remembered 
India’s contribution in 
the Liberation War of 
Bangladesh.

“They gave us all out 
support during the 
Liberation War,” he said.

Mosque water the only
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then bought a filter but 
that did not work. Finally, 
we came to know about 
the mosque’s tube-well and 
have been getting water 
from here for the last one 
year.” Wasa’s water is okay 
for bathing and other uses 
but not for drinking, said 
Morjina Begum, a resident 
of West Tejturibazar.

The deep tube-well 
opens for the public after 
Asr prayers and continues 
till 10:00pm daily, Mojibur 
Rahman, a staffer of West 
Tejturibazar Jame Mosque, 
told The Daily Star.

“It costs over Tk 50,000 
monthly to provide 
the water. The mosque 
authority bears the costs, 
and over thousands of 
people are benefitting.”

This newspaper visited 
several houses and asked 

property owners about 
Wasa’s water issue.

Several landlords said 
they have communicated 
with Wasa but were 
informed that a pipe 
leakage due to construction 
work might be behind the 
problem.

Wasa suggested 
property owners check 
their pipelines and clean 
the buildings’ reserve 
water tank. However, the 
situation did not improve 
over the years, claimed 
locals.

Shamim Hasan, 
councillor of Dhaka North 
City Corporation’s (DNCC) 
Ward-26, told The Daily 
Star that he knows people 
from far away go to the 
mosque for drinking water.

“I will talk to NGOs, so 
that a tube-well can be set 
up in the area,” he added.

He, however, declined 
to comment about Wasa’s 
water.

Contacted, Jayanta 
Saha, executive engineer 
of Wasa’s Zone-3, told this 
newspaper, “We got some 
complaints recently about 
smelly water. It is actually 
due to chlorine present in 
the water. It is not harmful.”

The dry season might 
also be behind the issue, 
he said. “We are eagerly 
waiting for rainfall, and 
hopefully, the smell will 
stop after that.”

Jayanta further said that 
he would send a team to 
West Tejturibazar to check 
the water, as the smell can 
also be due to pipeline 
leakage.

“I will then send the 
sample to the laboratory 
for tests to check the actual 
cause,” he added.
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