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UKRAINE CHILDREN

More than half
of them are

displaced: UN
81 Kkilled, 108 injured

AFP, Geneva

More than half of all children in Ukraine
have been displaced from their homes
since Russia launched its full-scale
invasion on February 24, the United
Nations said yesterday.

“One month of war in Ukraine has
led to the displacement of 4.3 million
children - more than half of the country’s
estimated 7.5 million child population,”
the UN children’s agency Unicef said.

Displaced children make up nearly half
of the over 10 million people who have
been forced to flee their homes since the
invasion began.

More than 1.8 million children have
fled Ukraine as refugees, while another
2.5 million are now displaced inside their
war-ravaged country, the UN said.

Unicef’s statement came a month after
Russian tanks rolled over the border,
bringing a conflict that has already killed
thousands of Ukrainian civilians.

The UN human rights office has
confirmed that 81 children have been
killed in the conflict and 108 injured but
acknowledges that the true toll is likely
far higher. The UN has also decried that
the conflict is taking a devastating toll on
civilian infrastructure and access to basic
services.

The World Health Organization
has verified 64 attacks on health care,
including on hospitals, clinics and
ambulances, since the invasion began.

And Ukraine’s education ministry
has reported damage to more than 500
schools and other education facilities,
according to Unicef.

US, Russia ties
‘stand on their
own merit’

India refuses to take side in
Ukraine war, rebukes China
M over J&K remarks

REUTERS

India has friendly relations with both the United
States and Russia that stand on their own merit,
the foreign ministry told parliament yesterday,
in reply to a query whether the Ukraine war had
affected ties.

Over the past decade, India has grown closer
to the United States in the face of a resurgent
China across the border, but Russia remains its
biggest arms supplier.

India is the only major country close to the

United States that not to have condemned
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine or
imposed any sanctions on it.

“India has called for immediate
cessation of hostilities and return
to the path of diplomacy and
dialogue with respect to the
conlflict in Ukraine,” junior foreign

minister Meenakashi Lekhi told
parliament.

“India has close and friendly

relations with both the US and Russia,”
she added. “They stand on their own merit.”

This week, US President Joe Biden said India
was the only one of the Quad group of nations that
was “somewhat shaky” in acting against Russia.
Aimed at containing China, the grouping consists
of Australia, India, Japan and the United States.

After a visit this week to New Delhi, a US
diplomat said the country stood ready to help
India with more supplies of military hardware
and energy Lo reduce its reliance on Russia.

Meanwhile, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi
drew a rebuke from the Indian government ahead
of his expected but unconfirmed visit to New
Delhi, upsetting his hosts with remarks made

US President Joe Biden shakes hands with France’s President Emmanuel Macron next to Britain’s Prime Minister Boris

Johnson (L) and Italy’s Prime Minister Mario Draghi (2L) at Nato Headquarters in Brussels, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

N Korea tests largest ICBM

US, allies condemn move; S Korea test-fires own missiles in response

REUTERS, Seoul

North Korea conducted what

is thought to be its largest
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
test ever yesterday, the South Korean
and Japanese militaries said, marking
a dramatic end to a self-imposed
moratorium on long-range testing.

It would be the first full-capability
launch of the nuclear-armed state’s
largest missiles since 2017, and
represents a major step in the North’s
development of weapons that might
be able to deliver nuclear warheads
anywhere in the United States.

The North'’s return to major
weapons tests also poses a new
national security headache for US
President Joe Biden as he responds
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and
presents a challenge to South Korea’s
incoming conservative administration.

“This launch is a brazen violation
of multiple UN Security Council
resolutions and needlessly raises
tensions and risks destabilising the
security situation in the region,”
White House said in a statement.

North Korea had put its ICBM
and nuclear tests on hold since 2017,

but has defended the weapons as
necessary for self-defence.

Japanese authorities said the launch
appeared to be a “new type” of ICBM
that flew for about 71 minutes to an
altitude of about 6,000km. It landed
inside Japan’s exclusive economic
zone, 170 km west of the northern
prefecture of Aomori, at 3:44 p.m.
(0644 GMT), the coast guard said.
That is further and longer than North
Korea’s last ICBM test in 2017, when it
launched a Hwasong-15 missile that
flew for 53 minutes to an altitude of
about 4,475 km and range of 950 km.
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