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He urged migrant workers 
to learn foreign languages, 
especially those required 
in receiving countries, 
and receive skills training 
properly.

The minister added that 
they are expecting that the 
number of overseas jobs 
will cross 10 lakh in the 
ongoing fiscal year.

State Minister for 
Planning Shamsul Alam 
stressed the need for 
upscaling skills training for 
migrant workers to cope 
with modern technologies.

Besides, he stressed 
on bringing recruiting 
agencies under a 
monitoring mechanism.

Syed Saiful Haque, 
chairperson of Warbe 
Development Foundation, 
said there are sufficient 
laws and policies related to 
labour migration in place, 
while the government 
also has its commitment 
for migrant workers’ well-
being.

Pointing to exorbitant 
migration costs migrant 
workers have to pay in 
Bangladesh, Shakirul Islam, 

chairperson of Ovibashi 
Karmi Unnayan Program, 
said such situations often 
lead migrant workers into 
forced labour. 

Moderating the 
programme, Samakal 
advisory editor Abu Sayeed 
Khan said Bangladesh’s 
economy is making 
progress largely due to 
remittance sent by migrant 
workers.

However, migrant 
workers often have to 
face exploitation and 
harassment, he said, adding 
that the government’s 
8th Five-Year Plan puts 
importance on sending 
migrants abroad at zero 
cost.

Sawsan Al Habahbeh, 
executive director of Jordan 
Garments, Accessories 
and Textiles Exporter’s 
Association, joined the 
meeting virtually.

Billal Hossain, managing 
director of Bangladesh 
Overseas Employment 
and Services Ltd, and 
Mizanur Rahman, former 
joint secretary general of 
Baira, also addressed the 
programme.
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Awal Kabir said on August 
17, 2020, PUST acting 
registrar Bijon Kumar 
Brammah issued a notice, 
informing him that the 
regent board meeting 
took a decision that he 
could not discharge any 
administrative duty.

Rostom Ali, however, 
said this was all to harass 
or defame him. He did 
everything according to the 
regent board’s decision.

“The ministry was 
inquiring against him, so 
the regent board took such 
a decision,” Rostom Ali 
said.
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As journalists kept asking 
him about the total 
number of government 
officials on the flight and 
why so many officials 
need to visit Canada at the 
cost of public money, the 
minister didn’t provide any 
direct answer. 

Also speaking at the 
programme, Dr Lilly 
Nicolls, high commissioner 
of Canada, said the direct 
flight between Dhaka 
and Toronto will expand 
the growing business 
and linkage between the 
people of the two friendly 
countries. 

According to Bangladesh 
High Commission, Ottawa, 
bilateral trade between 
Bangladesh and Canada 
was US$ 2.42 billion in 
2019. In the year 2020, 
between January to April, 
Bangladesh has exported 
goods worth US$440 
million to Canada. On the 
other hand, Bangladesh 
imported goods worth US $ 
231.28 million in the same 
duration.

Around 10 lakh 
Bangladeshis are currently 
living in Canada, while 
around 8,000 student 
are studying in different 
universities there. 
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that they are the lords,” he 
said.

The wrong people hold 
different posts now, and 
they are all “hujurs”. And 
that is why, Abul Mansur 
Ahmad’s writings are still 
relevant today, said Prof 
Mowla. 

Associate Professor 
Mohammad Sheikh Sadi 
of Department of Bangla, 
Chittagong University, 
chaired the seminar. 

The event was 
moderated by Associate 
Professor Mohammad Ali. 
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Intelligence Unit last 
March directed banks to 
provide information on the 
accounts of Sur and Shah 
Alam, and their spouses.

NBR issued similar 
directive on February 23.

In their confessional 
statements to lower courts, 
Rashedul Haque, a former 
MD of ILFSL, and Uzzal 
Kumar Nandi, chairman 
of People’s Leasing and 
Financial Services, said 
Sur assisted PK Halder in 
embezzling money.

In July 2021, NBR 
directed banks to freeze 
bank accounts of Sur and 
his spouse Suparna Sur 
Chowdhury on suspicion of 
tax evasion. Last March, the 
HC asked why Sur and Shah 
Alam were not arrested for 
helping PK Halder. ACC 
has so far frozen properties 
worth Tk 1,000 crore.
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that masterminds and 
planners of 1971 crimes 
have been identified and 
brought to justice.

It must be kept in 
mind that war-crime 
perpetrators had been 
patronised and given 
shelter for 21 long years. It 
has been difficult to bring 
all war criminals and anti-
liberation forces to justice, 
he said, adding that the 
progress so far is satisfying.

The law minister 
reiterated that the 
government would take 
steps to try organisations 
involved in the crimes, 
in line with its electoral 
pledge. “I cannot, however, 
give a time-frame for 

finalising the amendment.”
He said the state will 

soon take steps so the 
Appellate Division holds 
hearings on appeals in 
connection with war-crime 
cases.

The Awami League 
government formed the 
first ICT-1 on March 25, 
2010. The second tribunal 
(ICT-2) was formed on 
March 22, 2012, to expedite 
the trials. ICT-1 delivered 32 
judgments on war-crime 
related cases from February 
28, 2013 to November 24 
last year, while ICT-2 has 
delivered 11 verdicts from 
January 21, 2013 to July 
16, 2015, according to the 
information available on 
their websites.
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their husband or, if single, 
with their son.”

“Their agricultural works 
are mostly considered 
as non-paid household 
chores. Again, 80 percent 
of the household chores are 
done by women and they 
do not get any payment for 
it,” added Moni.

Dr Rowshan Ara, 
a professor at Dhaka 
University, said, “According 
to Muslim law, daughter, 
mother and wife under 
all circumstances must 
be given their share of 
inherited property and 
cannot be excluded from 
inheritance under any 
circumstance.” 

“However, women 
get less amount of 
property than their male 
counterparts,” Dr Rowshan 
Ara added.

“On the other hand, 
Hindu law says that women 
cannot have any share in 
inherited property,” she 
said. 

“We should take 
initiatives to implement a 
gender-equitable uniform 
family code, which will be 
followed by all regardless 
of their religious or ethnic 
background,” Dr Rowshan 
added. 

The speakers at the 
event also placed some 
demands in this regard.

Their demands include 
unconditional allotment 
of khas land to landless 
women, recognition of 
female farmers, equal 
share in inheritance and 
prioritising women from 
minority and indigenous 
communities in social 
safety net.  
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