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Tk 24cr project
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Electrification (CORE).
CORE, which 

is responsible for 
electrification of railway 
tracks in India, plans to 
electrify all broad-gauge 
routes by December 2023.
THE NEW PROJECT 

The 258-km Dhaka-
Rajshahi route is one of the 
busiest sections of BR with 
around 40 stations.

According to the project 
document, once the 
section is electrified, it will 
increase speed by 10 to 15 
percent, which will allow 
BR to increase the number 
carriages on the route.

It will also reduce 
operational and 
maintenance costs and 
increase income, and 
increase life expectancy of 
the tracks and sleepers, as 
the axle load of locomotive 
will be reduced. The project 
evaluation committee 
yesterday decided to take 
opinions from the railways 
minister before deciding 
whether BR will send 
the DPP of the proposed 
high-speed rail project to 
the Economic Relations 
Division to seek funds.

BR has already 
completed a feasibly study 
to operate high speed 
trains on Dhaka-Ctg 
corridor, but the high cost 
of the project has left BR 
authorities undecided over 
its implementation.

Dutch-Bangla 
science fair 
inaugurated
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Dutch-Bangla 3rd 
National Science Fair 
2022 was inaugurated 
at Birshreshtha Munshi 
Abdur Rouf Public College 
yesterday. Buet ICT Cell 
Director Prof Md Saiful 
Islam inaugurated the two-
day event.

The dreaded
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another Tk 45,000 for my 
husband’s journey from 
the desert to the city,” said 
Farzana. According to her, 
the gang drove a special, 
“government-type” vehicle 
in Iraq.
JOURNEY STARTS FROM 

TRAFFICKING PEOPLE 
Police said arrested Jashim 
was in Iraq for 17 months, 
during with he learned 
how to carry out the crime.

The syndicate has 
been involved in human 
trafficking since 2012, with 
Jashim accused in two 
previously filed human 
trafficking cases. He even 
got arrested in 2019. 

Mashiur Rahman, 
deputy commissioner of 
DB, said they first send 
people illegally to Iraq, 
charging around Tk 4.60 

lakh, before imprisoning 
them and extorting money 
from them. To send people 
there from Bangladesh, 
they resort to obtaining 
visiting visas. First, they 
send people to India then 
Dubai then Iran, and finally 
to Iraq, said DC Mashiur.

“We’ve come to know 
that several syndicates are 
active behind trafficking 
people and are looking for 
them,” he added.

Halting river route
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Authority (BIWTA) in 
Patuakhali to stop launch 
movement on the route, 
after which the decision 
was enforced on Friday 
morning. Given this, 
passengers are now being 
dropped off at Patuakhali 
launch  terminal, which 
means they have to get on 
auto-rickshaws, buses, and 
other vehicles to reach 
Galachipa, which is some 
20 km away. This has 
become a cause for misery 
for commuters, especially 
the elderly, children and 
patients who ply the route.

Patuakhali BIWTA 
deputy director Mohiuddin 
Khan said the higher 
authorities have been 
informed of this issue, 
adding that discussions 
are underway with all 

departments concerned  to 
keep the route operational.

However,  Rahat 
Hossain, contractor of 
Lohalia Bridge works and 
supervisor of Nabarun 
Traders, said, “The works are 
scheduled to be completed 
by December. Creating a 
separate diversion route 
will be costly and time 
consuming. It is important 
to stop launch movement 
on the route to reduce the 
risk involved in work.”

Ali Azgar Mia, owner of 
MV Pubali-5 launch, which 
plies on the route, said 
given the passengers’ woe, 
the route needs to be kept 
active. 

Patuakhali DC  Kamal 
Hossain said, “We will 
reconsider whether there 
can be an alternative route 
to use.”
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