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Pak PM hosts OIC meet 

ahead of no-trust vote
AFP, Islamabad 

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 
trumpeted his Islamic credentials yesterday 
at a meeting of foreign ministers from 
Muslim nations, even as he battles the most 
serious domestic challenge to his rule since 
coming to power.

The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) is meeting in Islamabad with an 
ambitious agenda that seeks approval 
for over 100 declarations, including aid 
for financially strapped Afghanistan and 
support for the Palestinians and Kashmir.

The meeting is also attended by China’s 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, despite Beijing 
being accused of detaining more than a 
million Uyghur and other Turkic-speaking 
Muslims in political re-education camps 
across Xinjiang.

Khan is hosting the conference whilst 

scrambling to fight a no-confidence vote 
in the National Assembly as early as next 
week, with the opposition accusing him 
of mismanaging the economy and foreign 
policy.

The no-confidence motion is scheduled to 
be formally introduced on Friday with a vote 
next week, but horse-trading is common in 
Pakistan politics and the rebels could well 
return to the fold before then.

In an address, he partly blamed Muslims 
for allowing Islamaphobia to spread, saying 
they had not united against actions deemed 
blasphemous for fear of being labelled 
extremist.

Khan won office in 2018 defeating 
established political dynasties. But with 
inflation skyrocketing and a feeble rupee, he 
has struggled to maintain support.

Political analysts say he has also lost the 
backing of the powerful military.
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IRAN NUCLEAR TALKS

US ready to make 
‘difficult decisions’
AFP, Washington

A deal to restore the pact limiting Iran’s nuclear 
program is not imminent, but Washington is 
prepared to take “difficult decisions” to make it 
happen, State Department Spokesman Ned Price 
said Monday. According to sources close to the 
talks, Iran is insisting on “economic guarantees” 
in case a future US administration changes its 
stance and abrogates the agreement, as president 
Donald Trump did in 2018; and that Washington 
remove its official terror group designation on 
Iran’s powerful Revolutionary Guards.

Kremlin critic 
Navalny jailed 
for 9 more yrs
AFP, Pokrov

A Russian court yesterday 
found jailed Kremlin 
critic Alexei Navalny 
guilty of additional 
charges of embezzlement 
and contempt of court 
and sentenced him to 
nine years in prison as 
Moscow seeks to wipe 
out remaining pockets of 
dissent.

“Navalny committed 
fraud -- the theft of 
property by an organised 
group,” Judge Margarita 
Kotova said, according to 
an AFP reporter present 
at the hearing held inside 
Navalny’s penal colony 
outside Moscow.

The judge also found 
Navalny guilty of the less 
severe charge of contempt 
of court. His lawyers were 
detained by police outside 
the prison following the 
verdict, according to an 
AFP reporter on the scene.

Navalny, President 
Vladimir Putin’s most 
vocal domestic critic, will 
serve his new sentence 
in a “strict-regime” penal 
colony which will place 
him in much harsher 
conditions.

The nine-year sentence 
will run concurrently with 
the term is he already 
serving. Navalny will also 
have to pay a fine of 1.2 
million rubles ($11,500), 
the judge said.
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Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan  poses with foreign ministers and their representatives 
with Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) before the start of 48th session of the OIC 
Council of Foreign Ministers, in Islamabad, Pakistan, yesterday. 

WAR IN UKRAINE

LATEST UPDATES

AFP, Kyiv

INDIA’S RESPONSE ‘SHAKY’
US President Joe Biden said Monday 
that India was an exception among 
Washington’s allies with its “shaky” 
response to the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Unlike fellow members of the 
Quad group -- Australia, Japan and 
the United States -- India continues to 
purchase Russian oil and has refused to 
join votes condemning Moscow at the 
United Nations. Meanwhile, the Chinese 
foreign ministry said China and Pakistan 
share concern about “spill-over effects of 
unilateral sanctions” on Russia. 

US-RUSSIA WAR OF WORDS
Biden warns Russia will pay a “severe 
price” if it uses chemical weapons in 
Ukraine, which he thinks a possibility now. 
Russia summons the US ambassador to 
Moscow to protest at Biden’s branding 
of counterpart Vladimir Putin as a “war 
criminal”, saying relations are “on the verge 
of rupture.”

RUSSIA STEPS 
UP AIR OPS
The Pentagon 
says Russia is 
boosting air 
and sea military 
operations in 
Ukraine, flying 
more than 300 
missions in the past 24 hours. 

RUSSIA-JAPAN TALKS
Russia abandons long-running talks on a 
World War II peace treaty with Japan over 
Tokyo’s criticism of the Ukraine invasion.

RUSSIAN TOLL
Kremlin-allied tabloid Komsomolskaya 
Pravda reports 9,861 Russian troops have 
been killed and 16,153 injured in the nearly 
month-old war, 20 times the official tally. 
The figures were quickly removed.

CRASHED CHINA EASTERN JET

Search for victims, 
flight recorders on
REUTERS, Wuzhou

Rescuers combed heavily forested mountain 
slopes in southern China yesterday, using 
shovels and torches in their hunt for victims 

and flight recorders 
from a China Eastern 
Airlines 600115.SS jet 
that crashed with 132 
people on board.  Flight 
MU5735 was headed 
on Monday for the port 
city of Guangzhou from 
Kunming, capital of the 
southwestern province 
of Yunnan, when it 

plunged from cruising altitude to crash in the 
mountains of Guangxi less than an hour before 
landing time. State media called the situation 
grim, saying the possibility of the deaths of all 
aboard could not be ruled out. 


