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AL leader 
‘assaults’ 
LGED 
engineer
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Lalmonirhat

A local Awami League 
leader has allegedly 
beaten up an upazila 
assistant engineer of 
LGED at Hatibandha in 
Lalmonirhat.

Shahidul Islam Selim, 
acting secretary of 
Sindurna union unit of AL, 
is also LGED contractor.

Assistant engineer AM 
Hadiuzzaman Ashiq filed a 
GD with Hatibandha Police 
Station on Monday night.

Ashiq said on Sunday 
afternoon, Shahidul and 
his men assaulted him 
in front of the upazila 
parishad gate over 
construction-related 
works. The AL leader 
denied the allegations.

Helper was
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report within the next five 
working days.”

A teacher and a 
schoolgirl were killed and 
five students of Abdul 
Alim Memorial School 
were injured, after the 
pickup truck ran them 
over on school premises in 
Shibalaya upazila.

Streams run dry 
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forest. It is currently being 
monitored by only five 
guards and one officer,” 
said Mazharul. 

The park includes rare 
breeds of animals, such 
as red jungle fowl, red-
headed trogon, oriental 
pied hornbill and Japanese 
pygmy woodpecker, 
critically endangered 
hoolock gibbon, Phayre’s 
leaf monkey and Asian 
black bears. 

Several rare animals, 
including the endangered 
leopard cat, are often killed 
when they enter villages 
near the forest for food or 
water, added Mazharul. 

Tofazzal Sohel, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Paribesh Andolon’s 
Habiganj chapter, told 
this correspondent that 
deforestation is the main 
cause of water shortage in 
the forest.

“Unplanned sand 
extraction killed the water 
streams, causing soil 

erosion and reduction of 
water retention capacity. 
The streams are dried out 
every year between October 
and April.”

“The authorities should 
dig ponds in the forest to 
retain water and protect 
the wildlife,” he added. 

According to Sohel, 
temporary embankments 
in the streams for five to 
six months can meet the 
animals’ need for water to 
some extent. Otherwise, 
they’ll be driven towards 
extinction.

Contacted, Rezaul 
Karim Chowdhury, Sylhet’s 
divisional forest officer, 
said plans are underway to 
build water reservoirs in 
Lawachhara and Satchhari 
forests.

“Owing to the rise in 
population and decrease 
in trees and rainfall, 
the water shortage has 
arrived. However, a 
proposal to construct these 
reservoirs has already been 
submitted,” he said.

BNP in chaos over
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on Sunday. 
The central unit formed 

a seven-member probe 
body to investigate the 
list. The deadline for 
submitting the report has 
been fixed on March 27. 

A central committee 
delegation met district 
leaders on Monday and 
vowed to hold the council 
in the running month.

Both Ariful and Abul 
Kaher were absent from the 

meeting.
Advocate Abdul Gaffar, 

chair of the council 
committee, said, “I received 
Ariful’s withdrawal letter. 
I thank him for his wise 
decision.”

“His realisation eased 
a lot of things and we are 
hopeful to hold the council 
by this month.” 

Ariful at a press 
conference yesterday said 
he took the decision as per 
the high commands’ order.

ERRATUM
In the report titled, “Sultana Sarawatara Zaman’s 

death anniv”, published on this page yesterday, we 
wrongly mentioned 1984 as the year of achieving 

her post-doctoral degree from Emory University. It 
would be 1974.

Besides, the information: “A doa mahfil will be held 
at his residence ‘Nirjhor’ in Sherpur today. Friends, 
relatives and well-wishers are requested to attend 

the programme”, was mistakenly published.

WE REGRET THE ERROR.

Mentionable, Professor Emeritus Sultana Sar-
awatara Zaman established an orphanage (Khela 

Ghar) for abandoned children found in the refugee 
camps in Kalyani, West Bengal, India near Jashore 

border in 1971.
She went on to establish an advanced dressing 

station for injured freedom fighters and civilians at 
Sona Masjid, Chapainawabganj, a subsector within 
sector-7, which was commanded by her husband Lt 

Col Quazi Nooruzzaman Bir Uttam. 
Prof Zaman has left behind two daughters -- Prof 

Naila Khan and Lubna Marium. Her son Quazi Na-
deem Omar, a freedom fighter, passed away in 1979.  

BERC proposes 20pc
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At the beginning of the 
hearing, BERC Chair Abdul 
Jalil said the social impact 
of the price hike should 
have been included in the 
proposals.  

During the argument 
session, vice-president of 
Consumers Association 
of Bangladesh, Prof 
Shamsul Alam said both 
the proposal and the TEC 

recommendation is not 
acceptable.

“If we reduce loss in our 
system -- which is around 8 
percent -- and gas theft, we 
won’t need to import spot 
LNG,” he said.

Mohiuddin Ahmed, 
convener of The General 
Citizen Society, said the 
companies that brought 
the proposals are all profit-
run.

New law on the cards
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So, the new act would 
ensure rules for buses 
to be operated under a 
particular company, a 
DTCA official told The 
Daily Star yesterday.

Currently, the pilot 
project is being run under 
a draft guideline, he said. 

The guideline will be 
incorporated into rules 
that will be formulated to 
implement the law.

After the law is enacted, 
a franchise company will 
have to take permission 
and licence from DTCA for 
operation.

Better use of roads
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implement the bus route 
rationalisation service, 
which will cater to 40 
percent, he said.

Mentioning the 
condition of existing 
road networks, Adil said 
although 20 to 25 percent 
areas of a city are required 
for road networks, it is 
presently less than 10 
percent in Dhaka.

The existing roads of 
Dhaka are functioning at 
60 to 70 percent of their 
potential, due to lack 
of coordination among 
city corporations and 
utility service providers, 
uncontrolled parking, 
and mismanagement of 
hawkers, he added.

Ashraful Islam, director 
of IPD and project director 
of Rajuk’s Detailed Area 
Plan, said width of 90 
percent of roads is less 
than 20 feet, so bus service 
cannot be introduced. 
Only a community-based 
minibus service can be 
operated on them.

Urging the government 
to take proper initiative to 
construct necessary road 
infrastructure centring 
Padma Bridge, Ashraf said 

if the government does 
not undertake proper 
planning, the traffic 
pressure will increase.

He also suggested the 
authorities introduce a 
multimodal transportation 
system in Dhaka, which will 
include community-based 
bus service and school 
zoning, which is proposed 
in the DAP for Dhaka.

Urban planner Dr 
Chowdhury Md Zaber 
Sadeque said recently, 
a city mayor proposed 
launching a system to only 
allow vehicles with odd-
numbered plates to ply on 
odd-numbered dates and 
vice versa.

“But on days when they 
will not be able to use 
their cars, what will be the 
alternative? Is there any 
suitable public bus service 
for them?” 

He urged authorities to 
make footpaths free from 
hawkers and modernise 
public transport to reduce 
dependency on private 
cars. Akter Mahmud, an 
adviser to IPD, stressed 
the need for decentralising 
development works to 
reduce pressure on Dhaka.

AL did not keep
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Although “secularism and 
religious freedom” has been 
restored as a state principle, 
those were not reflected in 
the practice of politics, said 
Rana Dasgupta in a written 
statement.

The minority leader 
further said they would 
carry out a number of 

programmes to realise 
their demands.

As part of the 
programmes, a 
memorandum with the 
signatures of about two 
lakh citizens will be handed 
over to the prime minister 
through organising a 
mass rally on March 24 at 
Shahbagh.
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