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Says China emvoy disqualification

AFP, Washington

China’s ambassador to
the US said Sunday his
country was not sending
weapons to Russia for use
in Ukraine, but he did not
definitively rule out the
possibility Beijing might
do so in the future.

In a lengthy phone call
Iriday, US President Joe
Biden warned his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping
that there would be
“consequences” if Beijing
provided material support
(0 Moscow as it prosecutes

REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s government yesterday asked the
Supreme Court to advise if it could seek lifelong
disqualification of dissidents from Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s ruling party ahead of a
no-confidence vote that weakens his prospects of
retaining power.

With parliament set on Friday to take up the
motion filed this month by opposition parties,
the nuclear-armed nation faces constitutional
and administrative crises that threaten political
turmoil.

Speaking after filing a petition to the Supreme
Court, Attorney General Khalid Jawed Khan told
reporters the government had asked it to advise
why lawmakers who ditch their party and switch
sides cannot be disqualified for life.

“The basic questions ... include will the
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its war against Kyiv. dissident MPs be dis ified for lif
, qualified for life, .... what
Asked Sunday on CBS would be the significance of the votes polled
whether China might by those MPs and will the vote of these MPs be

send money or weapons
to Russia, Ambassador
Qin Gang spoke about the
present, saying: “There

is disinformation about
China providing military
assistance to Russia. We

counted or not,” Khan said. The opposition seeks
to oust the prime minister because it blames him
for mismanaging the governance.

Pakistan’s law on floor-crossing provides that
MPs who defect could lose their seats if they then
vote against their party, but Khan’s government
aims to find out whether that also applies before

A view shows a warehouse of goods damaged by shelling, as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in Sievierodonetsk Ukraine,
in this handout picture released yesterday. The war between Ukraine and Russia, two of the world’s top crop producers, could
lead to a food crisis “on the global” scale, French Farming Minister Julien Denormandie said in Brussels yesterday ahead of a EU

reject that.” agriculture meeting. PHOTO: AFP they cast their votes.
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