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RETURN OF STOLEN ARTEFACTS

Modi thanks 
Australia

AFP, New Delhi

Australia has returned 29 religious and cultural 
artefacts to India, among them several stolen 
or illegally exported from the country, earning 
thanks from Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
during a virtual summit yesterday.

New Delhi has pushed Western governments 
and museums to identify and return objects of 
India’s “stolen heritage”, and hundreds of items 
from overseas collections have already been 
repatriated.

Thirteen of the works returned by Australia 
are connected to alleged trafficker Subhash 
Kapoor, a former Manhattan art dealer who was 
the subject of a massive US federal investigation 
known as Operation Hidden Idol. 

“I would like to especially thank you for the 
initiative to return ancient Indian artefacts,” 
Modi told his Australian counterpart Scott 
Morrison during a virtual meeting of the leaders.

“These include statues and paintings that 
are hundreds of years old and that have been 
illegally taken out... now we can return them to 
the places where they belong.”

The objects date back to the 9th century and 
were held by the National Gallery of Australia.

Beijing not 
sending arms 
to Russia
Says China envoy

AFP, Washington

China’s ambassador to 
the US said Sunday his 
country was not sending 
weapons to Russia for use 
in Ukraine, but he did not 
definitively rule out the 
possibility Beijing might 
do so in the future.

In a lengthy phone call 
Friday, US President Joe 
Biden warned his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping 
that there would be 
“consequences” if Beijing 
provided material support 
to Moscow as it prosecutes 
its war against Kyiv.

Asked Sunday on CBS 
whether China might 
send money or weapons 
to Russia, Ambassador 
Qin Gang spoke about the 
present, saying: “There 
is disinformation about 
China providing military 
assistance to Russia. We 
reject that.”

MYANMAR CRISIS

Asean special 
envoy meets 
junta chief
AFP, Yangon

An Asean special envoy 
met with Myanmar’s 
junta chief yesterday in 
the regional bloc’s latest 
attempt to jumpstart 
dialogue between the 
military and opponents 
of its coup and bloody 
crackdown. 

The Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
has led stalled diplomatic 
efforts to end the chaos 
unleashed by last year’s 
putsch, which ousted Suu 
Kyi’s government. 

Cambodian Foreign 
Minister Prak Sokhonn 
and junta chief Min Aung 
Hlaing discussed “the 
situation of protests and 
violence stemming from 
political disagreement” 
and humanitarian 
cooperation, the junta’s 
information team said.

DEFECTORS FROM PM’S PARTY

Pak seeks lifetime 
disqualification
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s government yesterday asked the 
Supreme Court to advise if it could seek lifelong 
disqualification of dissidents from Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s ruling party ahead of a 
no-confidence vote that weakens his prospects of 
retaining power.

With parliament set on Friday to take up the 
motion filed this month by opposition parties, 
the nuclear-armed nation faces constitutional 
and administrative crises that threaten political 
turmoil.

Speaking after filing a petition to the Supreme 
Court, Attorney General Khalid Jawed Khan told 
reporters the government had asked it to advise 
why lawmakers who ditch their party and switch 
sides cannot be disqualified for life.

“The basic questions ... include will the 
dissident MPs be disqualified for life, .... what 
would be the significance of the votes polled 
by those MPs and will the vote of these MPs be 
counted or not,” Khan said. The opposition seeks 
to oust the prime minister because it blames him 
for mismanaging the governance. 

Pakistan’s law on floor-crossing provides that 
MPs who defect could lose their seats if they then 
vote against their party, but Khan’s government 
aims to find out whether that also applies before 
they cast their votes.

A view shows a warehouse of goods damaged by shelling, as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in Sievierodonetsk Ukraine, 
in this handout picture released yesterday. The war between Ukraine and Russia, two of the world’s top crop producers, could 
lead to a food crisis “on the global” scale, French Farming Minister Julien Denormandie said in Brussels yesterday ahead of a EU 
agriculture meeting. PHOTO: AFP

People queue to buy Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders following shortages 
of essentials, in Colombo, Sri Lanka yesterday. Beijing is considering a request for 
another $2.5-billion loan package from crisis-hit Sri Lanka. PHOTO: AFP

World ‘sleepwalking’
UN chief warns over climate catastrophe
AFP, Paris

UN chief Antonio Guterres said 
yesterday the world is “sleepwalking 
to climate catastrophe”, with major 
economies allowing carbon pollution to 
increase when drastic cuts are needed.

The planet-saving goal of capping 
global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius is 
already “on life support,” he told 
a sustainability conference in 
London.

Keeping 1.5C in play 
requires a 45 percent drop 
in emissions by 2030 
and carbon neutrality by 
mid-century, according to 
the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC).

But even if nations honour newly 
revised pledges under the Paris 
Agreement, emissions are still set to rise 
14 percent before the decade ends.

“The problem is getting worse,” 
Guterres said in a pre-recorded video 
message. “We are sleepwalking to 
climate catastrophe.”

“If we continue with more of the 
same, we can kiss 1.5C goodbye,” he 

added. “Even two degrees may be out of 
reach.”

His comments came only hours before 
the 195-nation IPCC kicks off a two-week 
meeting to validate a landmark report 
on options for reducing carbon pollution 
and extracting CO2 from the air.

The report is expected to conclude 
that CO2 emissions must peak within a 

few years if the Paris temperature 
targets are to be met.

Guterres described Covid 
recovery spending as 
“scandalously uneven” and 
a missed opportunity to 
accelerate the turn toward 

clean energy.
The Russian invasion 

of Ukraine, he added, could 
further derail climate action 

with importers locking in fossil fuel 
dependence as they scramble to replace 
Russian oil and gas.

“Countries could become so 
consumed by the immediate fossil fuel 
supply gap that they neglect or knee-cap 
(climate) policies,” Guterres said.

“This is madness. Addiction to fossil 
fuels is mutually assured destruction,” 
he added.


