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Numbers, casualties continue
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ARI said 110 people were 
killed in 151 accidents in 
2019 while 126 accidents 
claimed 264 lives in 2020. 
Last year, 199 lost their 
lives in 65 accidents, said 
ARI, based on newspaper 
reports.

The national committee 
said 217 people were killed 
in 77 accidents last year 
while 124 were killed in the 
same number of accidents 
in 2020.

Both the ARI and the 
committee said the actual 
numbers may be higher 
since many incidents go 
unreported.

ARI Lecturer Md Imran 
Uddin said apart from 
14,805 registered vessels, 
another 35,000 to 40,000 
unregistered ones are 
assumed to be plying the 
rivers. “The unregistered 
vessels don’t come under 
any safety surveys. These 
vessels make the waterways 
unsafe,” he told The Daily 
Star yesterday.

Besides, he said, the 
authorities, following the 
capsize of Pinak-6 in 2014, 
had decided not to allow 
any new “sunken deck” 
vessels, because they are 

prone to accidents, but 
have continued to issue 
fitness clearance to the 
existing ones. 

“It is an example of 
the government’s double 
standards,” he said, adding 
that the vessel which sank 
on Sunday was a “sunken 
deck” launch. 

Ashis Kumar Dey, general 
secretary of the national 
committee, said a lack of 
proper monitoring by the 
authorities was behind the 
rise in accidents on rivers.

There are only six 
surveyors in the shipping 
department to survey 
around 15,000 registered 
vessels across the country. 
Although a new organogram 
with 22 surveyors was 
approved in 2018, no new 
appointments have been 
made in this regard, he said. 

There are only 17 
inspectors of Bangladesh 
Inland Water Transport 
Authority against 48 
posts, hampering proper 
inspections of vessels, 
he added. Ashis said 
probe committees were 
formed after every major 
accident. “But their 
recommendations were 
never executed and the 

officials responsible for 
the accidents were never 
punished.”

Departmental actions 
were taken against a few, 
but those were too lenient, 
he also said, adding, 
“Launch owners do not face 
any punishment in most 
cases while crew members 
get nominal punishment in 
some. A sort of culture of 
impunity is prevailing here.”

Contacted, Commodore 
AZM Jalal Uddin, director 
general of the shipping 
department, said a “casual 
approach” towards 
ensuring safety is the main 
reason for accidents. 

Rising traffic is another 
reason for the rising number 
of accidents, he said, adding 
that many of the crew 
members who steer the 
vessels do not have licences.

About the shortage 
of surveyors, he said, “I 
will beg to differ here. 
Increasing the surveyors is 
not the only solution.”

“I agree that increasing 
surveyors will increase 
compliance and safety 
standards but if people 
don’t follow the safety 
guidelines the situation 
will never improve.”

Beijing not 
sending arms 
to Russia
Says China envoy

AFP, Washington

China’s ambassador to 
the US said Sunday his 
country was not sending 
weapons to Russia for use 
in Ukraine, but he did not 
definitively rule out the 
possibility Beijing might 
do so in the future.

In a lengthy phone call 
Friday, US President Joe 
Biden warned his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping 
that there would be 
“consequences” if Beijing 
provided material support 
to Moscow as it prosecutes 
its war against Kyiv.

Asked Sunday on CBS 
whether China might 
send money or weapons 
to Russia, Ambassador 
Qin Gang spoke about the 
present, saying: “There 
is disinformation about 
China providing military 
assistance to Russia. We 
reject that.”

DEFECTORS FROM PM’S PARTY

Pak seeks lifetime 
disqualification
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s government yesterday asked the 
Supreme Court to advise if it could seek lifelong 
disqualification of dissidents from Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s ruling party ahead of a 
no-confidence vote that weakens his prospects of 
retaining power.

With parliament set on Friday to take up the 
motion filed this month by opposition parties, 
the nuclear-armed nation faces constitutional 
and administrative crises that threaten political 
turmoil.

Speaking after filing a petition to the Supreme 
Court, Attorney General Khalid Jawed Khan told 
reporters the government had asked it to advise 
why lawmakers who ditch their party and switch 
sides cannot be disqualified for life.

“The basic questions ... include will the 
dissident MPs be disqualified for life, .... what 
would be the significance of the votes polled 
by those MPs and will the vote of these MPs be 
counted or not,” Khan said. The opposition seeks 
to oust the prime minister because it blames him 
for mismanaging the governance. 

Pakistan’s law on floor-crossing provides that 
MPs who defect could lose their seats if they then 
vote against their party, but Khan’s government 
aims to find out whether that also applies before 
they cast their votes.

A view shows a warehouse of goods damaged by shelling, as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in Sievierodonetsk Ukraine, 
in this handout picture released yesterday. The war between Ukraine and Russia, two of the world’s top crop producers, could 
lead to a food crisis “on the global” scale, French Farming Minister Julien Denormandie said in Brussels yesterday ahead of a EU 
agriculture meeting. PHOTO: AFP

World ‘sleepwalking’
UN chief warns over climate catastrophe
AFP, Paris

UN chief Antonio Guterres said 
yesterday the world is “sleepwalking 
to climate catastrophe”, with major 
economies allowing carbon pollution to 
increase when drastic cuts are needed.

The planet-saving goal of capping 
global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius is 
already “on life support,” he told 
a sustainability conference in 
London.

Keeping 1.5C in play 
requires a 45 percent drop 
in emissions by 2030 
and carbon neutrality by 
mid-century, according to 
the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC).

But even if nations honour newly 
revised pledges under the Paris 
Agreement, emissions are still set to rise 
14 percent before the decade ends.

“The problem is getting worse,” 
Guterres said in a pre-recorded video 
message. “We are sleepwalking to 
climate catastrophe.”

“If we continue with more of the 
same, we can kiss 1.5C goodbye,” he 

added. “Even two degrees may be out of 
reach.”

His comments came only hours before 
the 195-nation IPCC kicks off a two-week 
meeting to validate a landmark report 
on options for reducing carbon pollution 
and extracting CO2 from the air.

The report is expected to conclude 
that CO2 emissions must peak within a 

few years if the Paris temperature 
targets are to be met.

Guterres described Covid 
recovery spending as 
“scandalously uneven” and 
a missed opportunity to 
accelerate the turn toward 

clean energy.
The Russian invasion 

of Ukraine, he added, could 
further derail climate action 

with importers locking in fossil fuel 
dependence as they scramble to replace 
Russian oil and gas.

“Countries could become so 
consumed by the immediate fossil fuel 
supply gap that they neglect or knee-cap 
(climate) policies,” Guterres said.

“This is madness. Addiction to fossil 
fuels is mutually assured destruction,” 
he added.

Teacher, student die
FROM PAGE 12

Police said Jasim Uddin 
is a supervisor of the 
construction firm.

Ainul Islam, a 
representative of NDE, said 
their company is carrying 
out development works 
on a stretch of the Dhaka-
Aricha highway from Uthuli 
to Paturia ferry terminal in 
Shibalaya upazila. 

“We have been keeping 
our vehicles at various 
places along the highway 
for two years. We are 
keeping two pickup trucks 
on the school premises 
paying a monthly rent. We 
are sorry for the accident.”

District Primary 
Education Officer Tapos 
Kumar Adhikari said Abdul 
Alim Memorial School has 
students of classes-1 to 10. 

“Students up to the 
fifth grade take exams 
under this school while 
the secondary students sit 
exams under Rupsa Wahed 
Ali High School, which is 
situated nearby. Basically, 
it is a kindergarten school,” 
he said.

District Secondary 
Education Officer Rebeka 
Jahan said there is no rule 
which allows commercial 
use of school premises. 
“If the school authorities 

have given permission to 
rent out its premises, then 
they have disobeyed the 
government rule.”

Mohammad Shahin, 
officer-in-charge of 
Shibalaya Police Station, 
said they launched a 
probe to identify those 
responsible for the accident 
and bring them to book.

The OC said police 
seized the pick-up truck.

Despite repeated 
attempts, this newspaper 
could not reach Shahidur 
Rahman, managing 
director of the school, for 
comments as his phone was 
switched off.
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