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Tigers trip
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Hasan, Liton Das and 
Yasir Ali, all of whom 
were undone by the extra 
bounce and pace generated 
by the right-armer, as the 
Tigers were reduced to 34 
for five inside 13 overs.

However, a resilient Afif 
fought on, stitching pivotal 
stands of 60 and 86 runs 
with Mahmudullah Riyad 
(25 off 44) and Mehedi 
Hasan Miraz (38 off 49) for 
the sixth and the seventh 
wickets respectively. 

But when Bangladesh 
needed to accelerate near 
the end, both Afif and Miraz 
were removed by Rabada as 
the pacer ended with a five-
wicket haul, finishing with 
figures of five for 39 in 10 
overs.

Meanwhile, with any 
sort of scoreboard pressure 
non-existent, Janneman 
Malan (26 off 40) and De 
Kock stitched together a 
quick-fire 86-run opening 
stand to set South Africa 
up for a dominant victory.

End of a majestic forest
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The forest used to host 
the Bengal tiger among 
other important wildlife 
species, he said, adding 
some hundred acres of it 
still exists but that too are 
being preyed upon by the 
grabbers.

As per the Forest 
Department data from last 
year, 238 grabbers have 
occupied a total of 2,500 
acres of the forestland over 
the years.

Sirajul Islam Chowdhury 
Babla, chairman of Purbo 
Borobeula union parishad 
of Chakaria upazila, said 
tidal surge intrudes far 
deeper into his village, 
thanks to clearing of the 
mangrove forest.

“During the 1991 
cyclone, the devastation 
caused by the cyclone 
would have been much 
less, had the mangrove 
forest not been destroyed,” 
he said, recounting the 
massive cyclone that 
battered the coastal areas 
of Chattogram and Cox’s 
Bazar killing thousands of 
people.

As per the Chattogram 
Coastal Forest Division, 
25,000 acres of the forest 
were declared reserved in 
1903.

The then British 
government relocated 
262 landless families 
to the mangrove forest 
leasing out around 4,000 
acres of forestland in 
1929, thus beginning the 
deforestation.

Mohammed Abdur 
Rahman, divisional forest 
officer of Chattogram 
Coastal Forest Division, said 
the Chakaria Sundarbans 
had tigers in the Pakistan 
era and deer till 1980.

Around 10,000 acres of 
the mangrove forest was 
leased out in the light of 
the country’s first Shrimp 
Farming Policy adopted 
in 1985 during Ershad’s 
tenure. 

“The policy declares 
land that is eligible for 
shrimp farming could be 
leased out enabling the 
authorities concerned 
to lease out forestland. 
The decision was taken 
to benefit politically 
connected people as it 
ignored the science behind 
the shrimp farming in 
the mangrove forest,” he 
added.  

Replying to a question, 
Md Farhan Tajim, 
senior fisheries officer 
of Chakaria Upazila 
Fisheries Office, said they 

leased out 587 plots to 
various organisations and 
individuals from 7,000 
acres of forest in the ‘80s 
in light of the Shrimp 
Farming Policy.

A study done in 2020 
by Institute of Forestry and 
Environmental Science 
at Chattogram University 
and Rangamati Science 
and Technology University 
found that in 1974, the 
forest had 25,000 acres 
and it reduced to 170 acres 
in 2012 due to shrimp and 
salt production.

Besides, the Department 
of Geography and 
Environmental Studies of 
Rajshahi University and 
the University of Education 
Freiburg, Germany 
conducted a study on 
Chakaria Sundarbans in 
2013. 

It found the mangrove 
forest in Shaharbil union 
decreased by about 29.28 
percent accounting 
for 3681.76 acres. In 
Dulahazara union, it was 
30.92 percent or 3509.92 
acres” 

Shrimp farming and salt 
production have increased 
enormously, contributing 
to the ravaging of the forest 
in every union, the study 
found.

Brac’s lesser-known gift to Bangladesh
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country, Brac has reached 
all over the globe, including 
conflict-ridden countries 
like Haiti and Afghanistan. 

From providing informal 
education to establishing a 
university, from offering 
micro-credit to operating 
a full-fledged bank, 
everywhere he left his 
extraordinary mark. And 
women and the poor have 
always been at the core of 
all of Brac’s endeavours.

A single article can 
barely give a glimpse of the 
immense work of this man 
and his organisation. 

Thanks to an 
opportunity to write a 
book on the man and 
trailblazing organisation, I 
have had the good fortune 
of enjoying Sir Fazle’s 
company for an extended 
period. I was blessed to be 
able to travel with him to 
many parts of the country, 
to talk to this legend and 
have extensive discussions 
with him.

I had a first-hand 
account of the work 
that Brac does and the 
opportunity of knowing 
the organisation from its 
core. 

Based on that 
experience, I will try 
to shed some light on 
a comparatively less 
discussed topic: Brac’s 
vaccination programme.

The year 1979 was 
termed the International 
Year of the Child. From that 
year Brac became the first 
organisation to highlight 
the need for vaccinating 
infants and expectant 
mothers. 

“The child mortality 
rate is too high in our 
country. When a country 
has a high infant mortality 
rate, it also shows signs 
of a high birth rate. We 
have seen that once the 
infant mortality rate 
comes down, within a few 
years, the overall birth 
rate also starts declining. 

High infant mortality rate 
and population explosion 
are impediments 
towards our progress and 
advancement,” Sir Fazle 
told the then president 
Ziaur Rahman when the 
latter asked him what can 
be done for the children.

At that time, tetanus 
was responsible for the 
death of 7 percent of 
newborn children, which 
could have been saved if 
the expecting mothers 
were given tetanus toxoid 
injection.

Sir Fazle came to know 
of tetanus injection from 
his friend Lincoln Chen, 
who was working at the 
International Centre 
for Diarrhoeal Disease 
Research, Bangladesh.

He also came to know 
about some other vaccines, 
which might prevent the 
death of many infants. 

Collecting the vaccines 
and training the service 
providers were not all 
that difficult, but a major 
challenge came in the form 
of vaccine preservation. 

The vaccines had 
a requisite storage 
temperature rating, which 
demanded some specific 
refrigerators that were not 
available in every thana. 

It might even take five 
more years to ensure 
uninterrupted electric 
supply in all those thanas 
to keep the refrigerators 
running. 

Naturally, the 
vaccination programme 
went into a hiatus. 

But Brac did not stop, 
nor did Sir Fazle. 

He realigned his efforts 
towards combating 
diarrhoea. He started 
reaching out to the 
doorsteps of 68,000 
villages of Bangladesh with 
oral saline made of salt and 
molasses. 

He also reached 
Indonesia and Africa with 
this oral saline. His success 
spanned across the globe.

At last, 6-7 years after 
the initiative was first 
taken, the vaccination 
programme could be jump-
started.

In 1986, the opportunity 
knocked at the door and 
a chance to materialise 
the vaccination initiative 
became a reality. 

Brac would do the entire 
work, but they would also 
utilise the public sector 
infrastructure and human 
resources. 

Sir Fazle always believed 
in work sustainability. 
If Brac does something 
but the public sector 
representatives are not 
involved, then how will 
the initiative continue to 
function in the long term? 

In such a situation, if, for 
some reason, Brac had to 
shift its focus to some other 
endeavour, the vaccination 
programme would have 
stumbled and lost its 
momentum. 

At that time, there were 
only four divisions. The 
arrangement went like 
this: Brac would focus 
on Rajshahi and some 
parts of Chittagong, while 
the government would 
take care of Dhaka and 
the remaining areas of 
Chittagong and CARE the 
Khulna division.

And the initiative to 
vaccinate against BCG, 
DPT, polio and measles 
started. 

Although the 
government and CARE 
were part of the initiative, 
it was fully planned by Brac 
and they also arranged the 
training.

In 1990, the World 
Health Organisation 
surveyed the vaccination 
status of children and 
it was learnt that the 
areas covered by Brac 
had managed 80 percent 
vaccination, while CARE 
registered 65 percent and 
the government 50-55 
percent. 

Without a doubt, 

it was only due to Sir 
Fazle’s efforts that the 
government was motivated 
to actively participate in the 
vaccination programme. 

The top leaders 
were due to attend and 
participate in the United 
Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child in 
1990. Only the countries 
that managed to fulfil the 
requirements of ‘Universal 
Child Immunisation’ were 
supposed to get an invite. 

But the then UNICEF 
chief James P Grant invited 
President HM Ershad and a 
Brac representative to join 
the prestigious summit, 
where Bangladesh’s role 
was deeply praised.

In 1980, the newborn 
mortality rate was 135 out 
of a thousand and the child 
mortality rate 250 out of a 
thousand. 

After a decade, in 1990, 
the same rates became 
90 and 120 respectively. 
The death rates fell by half 
just within four years of 
starting the vaccination 
drive. Surveys conducted 
during those times reveal 
that the birth rate also 
went down.

Today, Bangladesh is 
well ahead of many other 
countries, in terms of the 
vaccination of children and 
mothers. 

The vaccination issue 
again came into focus 
during the pandemic. 
The organisation that 
achieved this exemplary 
success is none other than 
Brac. Just like many other 
fields, this achievement, 
too, solely belongs to 
the legendary Sir Fazle 
Hasan Abed. He was the 
quintessential champion 
of Brac, a brother to all 
Bangladeshis, our very 
own Abed bhai.

Golam Mortoza is the 
author of the book ‘Fazle 
Hasan Abed O Brac’

Translated by 
Mohammed Ishtiaque 
Khan
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upazila and pharmacies 
started keeping necessary 
medicines in refrigerators. 

The locals, however, 
said they are not getting 
electricity for a major 
portion of the day. 

They said the solar panels 
could provide electricity for 
a major portion of the time. 

“We get only six to seven 
hours of electricity now, 
which is quite upsetting. 
There are instances when 
power remained off for 
two to three days,” said 
locals, demanding an 
uninterrupted electricity 
supply. 

Tawfiq Omar said the 
interruption in the power 
supply happens because of 
some work of the roads and 
highways department. 

“We need to stop the 
supply from morning to 
noon every alternative 
day. Otherwise, we need to 
work on new lines, that’s 
why people face some 
problems,” he added.

Govt reduces soybean oil
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commerce ministry office 
in Dhaka.

The new price will come 
into effect at mill gates 
from today and it will 
take four or five days to be 
effective at the retail level, 
Ghosh also said. The new 
price chart will continue 
up the Eid-ul-Fitr, he said.

The commerce ministry 
will fix the prices of palm 
oil in a meeting on March 
22, Ghosh said.

The decision was taken 
in a meeting with refiners 
at the commerce ministry 
office in Dhaka.

Ghosh said the prices 
of edible oil have been 
reduced as a consequence 
of the 30 percent out of 35 
percent VAT withdrawal on 
import of edible oil.

Ghosh also said the 
mill gate rates of edible 
oil will be announced 
soon. Replying to a query, 
Ghosh said the government 
cannot give free edible 
oil to the consumers as 
the government will have 
to pay a big amount of 
subsidies from the revenue.

The Trading 
Corporation of Bangladesh 
(TCB) has increased 
the sales volume of 
commodities at subsidised 
rates three folds this year 
to bring down the prices of 
some basic commodities in 

the local markets ahead of 
Ramadan.

The government will also 
assess the supply, freight 
charge and origins of palm 
oil sourcing countries to fix 
the palm oil prices in the 
local markets, Ghosh also 
said.

Palm oil prices may be 
much lower as palm oil 
is mainly sourced from 
Indonesia and Malaysia.

So, the prices of 
palm oil may be much 
lower as freight charge 
is lower because of the 
geographical locations of 
Indonesia and Malaysia, he 
added.

Mohammad Mostofa 
Haider, director of TK 
Group, a leading refiner of 
edible oil said the supply 
of edible oil is adequate 
to address the demand for 
edible oil in the market up 
to Eid-ul-Fitr.

Mostofa Azad 
Chowdhury Babu, senior 
vice-president of the 
Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FBCCI), said 
it is expected that the new 
price will remain stable in 
the local markets up to Eid-
ul-Fitr.

The FBCCI will continue 
the market monitoring 
of basic commodities 
along with the commerce 
ministry mainly to check 

the anomalies in the prices 
of widely consumed goods 
during Ramadan.

Almost every year a 
section of unscrupulous 
traders start making a 
brisk business of basic 
commodities ahead of 
Ramadan as the demand 
soar during this time.

The TCB has started 
selling edible oil at Tk 
110.0 per litre to reach 
1cr families to arrest the 
skyrocketing prices of 
basic commodities ahead 
of Ramadan in the local 
markets.
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UK PM 
under fire for 
Ukraine, Brexit 
comparisons
AFP, London

British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson found 
himself under fire 
yesterday, including from 
his own MPs, after saying 
that Brexit showed that 
Britons shared the same 
“instinct” for freedom as 
Ukrainians.

city

Deadly attacks 
on women rise 
sharply in Iraqi 
Kurdistan
AFP, Sulaimaniyah

A woman burned alive 
by her husband, others 
shot dead by a father or a 
teenage brother -- bloody 
violence against women 
has spiked in northern 
Iraq’s Kurdish region.

The autonomous area, 
keen on projecting an 
image of a relative haven of 
stability and tolerance in 
war-battered Iraq, has seen 
a sharp rise in femicide, 
killings motivated by gender.


