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Wage earners’ centre 
launched in Dhaka
UNB, Dhaka

The government has launched 
Bangabandhu Wage Earners’ Centre in 
Dhaka, aiming to provide temporary 
accommodation to expatriate workers.

Expatriate Welfare and Overseas 
Employment Minister Imran Ahmed 
inaugurated the centre at Lanjanipara 
Barua in Khilkhet, near Dhaka 
airport on Friday, marking the birth 
anniversary of Bangabandhu, said a 
press release yesterday.

The Wage Earners Welfare Board set 
up the centre on 140 kathas of land. 
Expatriates can spend a night at the 
centre at cost of Tk 200.

Now, accommodation for 48 people 
is available at the centre with separate 
accommodation facilities for men and 
women. It also has counselling, first 
aid, hospitalisation and free internet 
facilities.

To avail the facilities of the center 
expatriates can apply directly or online 
with a fee of Tk 100.

Policies being made
FROM PAGE 3

of Bangladesh Federal 
Union of Journalists (BFUJ) 
at the Jatiya Press Club, 
the BNP leader also said 
AL and democracy cannot 
go together. “Whenever 
Awami League came to 
power, it attacked the 
media.” 

He alleged that the 
ruling party has been 
regulating the media for 
over a decade to hush up 
the truth and its misdeeds 
and corruption. “Once 
the Awami League leader 
who couldn’t afford good 
quality sandals, now owns 
multi-storey buildings 

and new cars. This is the 
reality.” 

In fact, AL has left 
nothing to destroy in this 
country. They’ve ruined 
this state.  So, they’ll be 
charged with treason for 
it.  They’ve betrayed people. 
They must face trial, 
Fakhrul alleged.

Leopard dies
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into the wire from late 
night till the morning. 

After one of the leopards 
died, the surviving one let 
out a roar and ran into the 
nearby vast maize field.

Meanwhile, following the 
feline’s death, enthusiastic 
villagers, particularly the 
younger ones, displayed the 
body by hanging it in an 
open space with bamboo 
poles. A large number of 
people from neighbouring 
villages visited the spot to 
catch a glimpse of the dead 
animal.

Locals said they have 
thoroughly searched for 
the second leopard in the 
maize field but failed to 
find a trace.

This has lead to an 
environment of panic 
prevailing around the area 
in fear of attacks from 
the animal. Local forest 
officials took the dead 
leopard in their custody 
and are preparing for an 
autopsy. Photos of the 
dead leopard hung on 
the bamboo pole was also 
making rounds across 
social media yesterday.

He waged war
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ideals, the speakers said, 
adding that we should 
follow his virtues to create a 
society free from all kinds of 
menace. A superb satirist, 
a thought-provoking 
essayist and an astute 
political commentator, 
Abul Mansur Ahmad also 
showed his brilliance in 
journalism and other forms 
of literature, making him 
popular in the undivided 
Bengal.

Through his satires, he 
waged war against all forms 
of bigotry and exploitation 
in the name of religion 
and political hypocrisy. 
The speakers mentioned 
some of his key works 
in this regard, including 
“Atmakatha”, “Aina”, 
“Gulliver Er Safarnama”, 
“Sher-e-Bangla Theke 
Bangabandhu” and “Hujur 
Kebla”. 

The speakers also said 
Abul Mansur Ahmad always 
stood for the marginalised 
corners of the society.

Grisly stories
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younger brother, said, “He 
went to India to join the 
Liberation War right after 
March 25, 1971.”

“At a senior leader’s 
directive, he secretly 
entered Nilphamari in 
early August to recruit 
for the Mukti Bahini. But 
razakars caught him near 
the judicial court area and 
handed him over to the 
army,” he said.

“During interrogation, 
they killed him with a 
bayonet,” added Milu 
tearfully.

Fazlar Rahman Tunu 
of Ukil Para area was also 
killed. His body was thrown 
in the college’s old well.

His son Bazlar Rahman 
said, “Along with my father, 
trader Naresh Chandra, 
student  leader Hazrat Ali 
and his father and printing 
press employee  Poncha 
Mamud  were also killed. I 
learned from survivors that 
my father was beaten to 
death with a rod.”

In another history 

book, “Muktijuddho O 
Ekattore Nilphamari”,  
Joinal Abedin, former 
vice chairman of central 
command council of 
Bangladesh Muktojoddha 
Sangsad,  also described 
the atrocities unleashed by 
the Pakistan army towards 
women in Nilphamari 
college camp.

Just as Nilphamari was 
liberated on December 
13, 1971, Joinal Abedin 
narrated, three young 
women were found in a 
fortified bunker. They 
were subjected to rape for 
months. 

Historian and social 
researcher Zahangir 
Alam Sarker lamented 
that to this day, there’s no 
statistics on the number of 
people killed or raped in 
the college camp.

However, the 
government under a 
project has recently built 
a monument there so that 
people can know about 
the place’s significance, he 
said.

Trial stuck
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I cannot move well due 
to illness as well as old 
age complications,” said 
Atiqur, who was convicted 
in the August 21 grenade 
attack case on October 10, 
2018.

State lawyer Helal said 
the court’s summons 
were sent to the address 
of the victim’s son Abbas 
and daughter Fatema 
mentioned in the case 
documents, but they never 
showed up.

“What can we do if they 
don’t come to the court?” 
he added.

The Daily Star 
correspondents recently 
visited said address of the 
two in Lalmatia, but found 
that they did not live there. 
The people in the tin-
roofed house could not say 
where they live now.

Delwar Hossain, a 
laundryman, who has been 
living near the house since 
1999, said, “Jalal lived here 
on rent. Soon after his 
death, his family members 
moved to another place. I 
don’t know where.”

As per rules, the court 
sent the summons to the 
police station concerned, 
asking them to produce the 
witnesses before the court.

Contacted, OC Abdul 
Latif of Mohammadpur 
Police Station, the station 
concerned for producing 
Jalal’s children, said, 
“Police did not get any 
court’s summons related 
to this murder case in the 
immediate past.”

A day after the recovery 
of Jalal’s body, SM Ali Azam 
Siddiqui, a sub-inspector of 
Ramna Police Station, filed 
the murder case against 
some unknown persons, 

following an autopsy report 
stating that the victim was 
dumped into the water 
tank after killing.

On May 27 of 
1999, Munshi Atiqur 
Rahman, then assistant 
superintendent of police 
at Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID), pressed 
charges against four DB 
cops and another person.

The accused are DB 
Inspector Ziaul Ahsan, 
Habildar Billal Hossain, 
constables Abdur Rauf and 
Abdul Malek, and DB office 
canteen director Anwar 
Hossain.

On August 9 that year, 
the court framed charges 
against the accused.

Of the accused, Ziaul, 
Billal and Rauf are now 
on bail, while Malek and 
Anwar are absconding.

According to case 
documents, accused 
Ziaul Ahsan used Jalal 
as a source to collect 
information about gold 
and drug smuggling.

Following a tip off from 
the victim, the accused 
detained the smugglers 
and seized illegal goods.

As Jalal was “deprived 
of his share,” he changed 
his position and started 
providing information to 
other DB members.

Ziaul became angry at 
that. 

On March 21 night, he 
reportedly killed Jalal on 
the rooftop of the DB office 
after calling him out of his 
home. 

He later hid the body 
inside the water tank with 
the help of other accused.

On March 31 that year, 
Jalal’s family identified 
his body at the capital’s 
Birdem Hospital.  

By any means
FROM PAGE 3

“We should have taken 
legal action against them. 
But that would not serve 
our purpose. People are 
suffering due to delay in the 
project’s implementation. 
This is why we had to take 
the decision,” Shafiqul 
Islam, managing director 
of Dhaka BRT Company 
Ltd, told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

The development comes 
at a time when project 
authorities have already 
sought more time and 
money for the project, 
that has already drawn 
huge criticism for causing 
suffering to commuters of 
the Dhaka-Gazipur road 
corridor.

Titled “Greater Dhaka 
Sustainable Urban 
Transport Project”, the 
project was taken up in 
November 2012, slated to 
be completed by December 
2016 at a cost of Tk 2,037.9 
crore.

Once completed, 
the 20.5-kilometre bus 
corridor will allow people 
to reach Dhaka from 

Gazipur in 35-40 minutes, 
a journey that now takes 
around 1.5 hours and can 
go up to four hours.

But soon after its 
launch, the project started 
getting delayed due to 
various issues, including 
changes in work scope and 
design and waterlogging in 
the project areas between 
Tongi and Joydebpur.

Jointly funded by the 
government, the Asian 
Development Bank, and 
two foreign agencies, the 
project has already gone 
through four revisions, 
with total cost rising to Tk 
4,268.3 crore -- a whopping 
Tk 2,230.4 crore increase 
from the original cost.

Though the current 
deadline is set for 
June 2022, the project 
authorities have already 
sought time till December 
2023, including a one-year 
defect liability period (DLP) 
and Tk 268.13 crore more.

If approved, the project 
cost could total Tk 4,536.46 
crore. But the project 
authorities said they want 
to complete the project 

within December this year, 
without exhausting the 
DLP.

Of note, the Roads and 
Highways Department 
(RHD), Bangladesh Bridge 
Authority (BBA) and Local 
Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) are 
implementing different 
parts of the project’s works 
while Dhaka BRT company 
will oversee the operations.

THE CONTEXT

Dhaka BRT Company Ltd 
MD Shafiqul Islam said 
contractors for the RHD 
and BBA portions have 
been facing financial crisis 
from the beginning of the 
project, which has been 
hampering progress.

Two different Chinese 
companies are employed 
as contractors for RHD and 
BBA. 

“We’re supposed to pay 
them after a set time on the 
basis of the works they have 
done. But the companies 
do not have enough money 
to complete the works on 
time,” he told The Daily 
Star yesterday.

“Following their request, 
we’ve decided to support 
them,” he added.

Shafiqul Islam said 
the process is at the final 
stage and the contractor 
will have a bank guarantee 
against the withdrawal of 
the retention money.

A similar process 
regarding RHD’s 
contractor is also going on, 
he added.

In addition, Shafiqul said 
they have talked to local 
suppliers of construction 
materials and are working 
as guarantors on behalf of 
the contractors to expedite 
the works.

Mohirul Islam Khan, 
project director (of the 
BBA part), confirmed that 
their contractor has sought 
their five percent retention 
money back as they are 
facing acute cash flow 
crisis.
PROJECT PROGRESS

Two packages implemented 
by the LGED have already 
been completed, while 
RHD’s package is almost 
75 percent complete. 
Meanwhile, BBA’s package 
has seen 63 percent 
progress till February this 
year, Shafiqul said.

“We’re hopeful we can 
complete the works within 
this year,” he added. 
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