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Verdict in graft case 
against ‘Casino 
Brothers’ April 6
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday fixed April 6 for 
delivering judgment in a case filed over 
laundering Tk 2 crore against “Casino Brothers” 
-- Enamul Haque Enu and Rupon Bhuiyan -- and 
nine others.

After closing arguments, Judge Mohammad 
Iqbal Hossain of the Special Judge’s Court-5 of 
Dhaka set the date.

During yesterday’s arguments, the defence 
told the court that the prosecution failed to prove 
the charges brought against their clients, so they 
should be acquitted.

The prosecution had earlier completed their 
arguments and sought highest punishment for 
the accused.

Earlier, the court recorded statements of 
10 prosecution witnesses, including the case’s 
complainant.

The court framed charges against the accused 
on May 5 last year.

On July 26 of 2020, CID Inspector Sadek 
Ali, also investigation officer (IO), submitted 
the charge sheet to the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka against 11 people, 
including Enamul, former vice-president of the 
Gendaria unit of Awami League, and Rupon, joint 
general secretary of the same unit.

The other accused are their three brothers 
Shahidul Haque Bhuiyan, Rashidul Haque 
Bhuiyan and Merajul Haque Bhuiyan; general 
secretary of Wanderer’s Club in Motijheel Joy 
Gopal Sarkar; and their accomplices Tuhin 
Munshi, Nabir Hossain Sikder, Saiful Islam, Abul 
Kalam Azad and Pavel Rahman.

No fireworks on 
Shab-e-Barat: DMP
BSS, Dhaka

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) yesterday 
imposed a ban on carrying all types of explosives 
and firecrackers, as well as explosion of 
firecrackers, in the capital on the occasion of 
Shab-e-Barat, set to be observed on Friday night.

As per the instruction from DMP 
Commissioner Md Shafiqul Islam, the restriction 
will come into effect from 6:00pm on March 
18 and will last till 6:00am the next day, said a 
circular issued by DMP yesterday. 

The holy Shab-e-Barat, known as the night 
of fortune,  is observed on the 15th night of the 
Arabic month of Sha’ban with due religious 
fervour and devotion.The Muslim devotees spend 
the night at mosques and homes offering prayers, 
reciting from the holy Quran, and seeking 
blessings to Allah for long life, peace, progress, 
and happiness for themselves, their families, 
relatives, and friends as well as the nation and the 
Muslim Ummah.

Four killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and another was injured 
in road accidents in three districts yesterday, 
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Chapainawabganj, two people were 
killed as a vehicle hit a motorbike on 
Chapainawabganj-Sonamasjid highway at 
Kharagpur in Shibganj.

Mohammad Momin (18) from Namo Koiladiar 
in Shibganj died on the spot and Nazmul Islam 
Sumon (35) from Dhobra village was declared 
dead at Shibganj Upazila Health Complex.

In Dinajpur, a trucker was killed and his 
assistant injured as the truck overturned after 
the driver lost his control over the vehicle near a 
culvert in Nawabganj upazila.

Md Shakil Ahmed (40) from Tantibandar 
village in Kusthia died instantly, said police.

The injured -- Asif Hossain -- was taken to a 
hospital in Dinajpur.

In Rangpur, a labourer was killed when a truck 
overturned at Khalashpur in Pirganj upazila.

Ayatul Islam (45) from Kanchan Mor in Pirganj 
was killed on the spot, said police. 

Ashraful Islam, sub-inspector of Pirganj Police 
Station, said the accident happened as the driver 
lost control over the truck.

Students of Lalmonirhat’s Durgapur High School and Durgapur Govt Primary School play on the ground yesterday after it was cleared 
of tobacco leaves. On Monday, the High Court directed the authorities to take steps to stop drying and processing of tobacco leaves 
on the premises of academic institutions, following a The Daily Star report on the issue. PHOTO: STAR

Get that 
tobacco 
out of here!
Lalmonirhat 
school ground   
now tobacco-free
S DILIP ROY

The long-running 
problem of drying and 
processing tobacco leaves 
on two school grounds in 
Lalmonirhat came 
to an end after 
a report was 
published in 
The Daily Star 
on Monday. 

This has 
brought 
huge relief to 
around 500 
students and 
25 teachers of 
Durgapur High 
School and Durgapur 
Govt Primary School, 
under Aditmari upazila of 
Lalmonirhat.

After the report titled 
“School ground turns 
tobacco drying field” 
was published in The 
Daily Star, a High Court 
bench of Justice Farah 
Mahbub and Justice SM 
Maniruzzaman issued a 
suo moto rule and directed 
the authorities concerned 
to take necessary steps in 
this regard.

Following the order, the 
local administration along 
with the teachers removed 
the tobacco leaves from 
the premises. 

Yesterday, students of 
the two schools were seen 
playing on the ground.

“There is no tobacco, 
no stench of tobacco. 
We can all play on the 
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PROF TAHER MURDER

SC to deliver 
verdict on Apr 5
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court will deliver its verdict on 
April 5 on the appeals in Rajshahi University (RU) 
teacher Dr S Taher Ahmed murder case.

A full bench of the Appellate Division of the 
SC headed by Chief Justice Hasan Foez Siddique 
yesterday fixed the date after concluding hearing.

Dr Taher, 59-year-old geology and mining 
professor, was killed on February 1, 2006. Police 
recovered his body from a septic tank behind his 
residence on campus on February 3, 2006.

On February 22 this year, the apex court 
started hearing the appeals filed by the convicts 
challenging the High Court verdict.

On April 21, 2013, the HC upheld the death 
sentence of RU teacher Dr Mia Mohammad 
Mohiuddin and caretaker at Taher’s residence 
Jahangir Alam, for their involvement in the 
murder of Prof Taher.

The HC, however, commuted the death 
sentence of two others to life term imprisonment. 
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MANAGING RUSH OF EID PASSENGERS

BR to operate US-made 
electronic rail engines

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Bangladesh Railway (BR) is likely 
to introduce broad-gauge railway 
locomotives -- recently imported from the 
US -- to manage the rush of homebound 
passengers this Eid-ul-Fitr. 

The trial run has been completed in 
Parbatipur’s central locomotive workshop 
(CLW).

BR has signed an agreement with the 

US-based company Progress Rail to import 
40 new railway engines. Sixteen of them 
have already arrived in December 2021, 
while the rest are in pipeline.

According to BR sources, each engine 
has a capacity of 3,250 HP and belongs to 
the BEP-30 series.

Mainuddin Sardar, CLW manager 
(repair), said the engines operate 
electronically with air-conditioned loco 
master cabins and an advanced vigilance 

system. 
During the trial, it was ensured that 

each engine can draw 45-50 coaches, on 
condition that the station platforms have 
such length to manage the long trains.

Loco master Monirul Islam -- one of 
the few to operate the US-made engines 
-- said these engines can be operated 
conveniently.

“In case of any human or mechanical 
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“The new rail engines will increase rail’s 
capacity to carry a larger number of 
passengers, particularly during Eid.”

- Rofiqul Islam, chief executive, Parbatipur CLW
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