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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky addresses US senators and members of the House of 
Representatives gathered in the Capitol Visitor Center Congressional Auditorium at the US Capitol in 
Washington DC yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS 

AFGHANISTAN
CRISIS

World 
mustn’t forget 
Afghans: 
UNHCR chief 

P11
EXCAVATION 
WORK 

Tk 23cr 
washed     
back into 
rivers!

P7

SHAMSAD MORTUZA

The birth of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman on March 17, 1920, was a momentous 
occasion that coincided with the changing 
contours of the subcontinent. Far away from the 
Great War, which unfurled a complex politics in 
colonial India and caused the waning of imperial 
enthusiasm, in a remote village called Tungipara 
in Gopalganj, Sheikh Lutfar Rahman and Sheikh 
Sayera Khatun welcomed their first son after 
two daughters in the family. They called him 
“Khoka”. His childhood was no different from 
the other village children except for his strong 
determination to secure the rights of others. 
He would do so making sure that his fellow 
Muslim students could sit on the front bench in 
a predominantly Hindu school, his playmates 
get a deserved rest after a football match, or his 
rickety school structure gets the attention of the 
visiting political dignitaries.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

The man who 
mapped out 
our destiny

MAHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN

On a day in early 2017, an ACC commissioner 
(investigation) ordered an assistant director to rush to 
Narail’s Lohagara upazila and probe a graft allegation 
centring on the social safety net programme.

About Tk 2 crore was allegedly misappropriated 
by creating fake projects to pocket funds from the 
government scheme. 
After enquiry, the 
commission filed 
two cases against the 
then upazila nirbahi 
officer, an engineer, 
the local chairman and 
contractors.

As preparations were 
underway for filing two 
more cases, the assistant 
director was shocked to 
know that he had been 
served a show-cause 
notice asking on what 
grounds he went to probe 
the matter. 

“The then ACC 
chairman was not happy. 
For about six months, 
the officer was not given any new task. He was literally 
cornered,” said an ACC official, wishing not to be named 
fearing reprisal.

The cases went nowhere as the Anti-Corruption 
Commission drew the conclusion that those allegations 
were not true. Recommendations for filing two more 
cases were also not entertained, he said.

It had created a lot of tensions between the chairman 
and the commissioner back then, added other officials 
involved in the cases.

Bowing 
before 

bureaucrats
ACC top brass reluctant to 

pursue graft cases of admin 
cadre officials

An investigation 
officer has to 

face job 
uncertainty for his 
failure to appease 
top officials in the 

commission. On the 
other hand, he has 

to face music in the 
courtroom to let 

corrupt government 
officials go scot-free.

Moidul Islam

former director general             
of the ACC

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

Sign of concession lifts  
peace hope

Russia says warring parties ‘close to an agreement’  
after Kyiv appears to let Nato ambition go

REUTERS, Kyiv/Lviv

New talk of compromise from 
both Moscow and Kyiv on a status 
for Ukraine outside of Nato lifted 
hope yesterday for a potential 
breakthrough after three weeks 
of war.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said negotiations were 
becoming “more realistic”, while 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said proposals now being 
discussed were “in my view close 
to an agreement”.

The Kremlin said the sides 
were discussing status for 
Ukraine similar to that of Austria 
or Sweden, both members of 
the European Union that are 
outside the Nato military alliance. 
Ukraine’s chief negotiator 

said Kyiv was still demanding 
a ceasefire, the withdrawal of 
Russian troops, and binding 
international security guarantees 
to protect Ukraine in future.

Though the war still ground 
on with Ukrainian civilians 
trapped in cities under Russian 
bombardment, the signs of 
compromise sent relief through 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 8 

BOOSTER SHOT

Now 4 months after  
the second dose

Says health minister; no SMS required for jabs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People who received the second dose of Covid-19 vaccines at least four 
months ago will now be allowed to receive their booster dose from centres, 
irrespective of whether they received an SMS in this regard, Health Minister 
Zahid Maleque said yesterday.

The government has reduced the gap between administrating the two 
doses from six months to four, he added.

The minister said this while announcing a special inoculation drive from 
today to administer 3.25cr vaccine jabs, marking the 102nd birth anniversary 
of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

The campaign will continue till March 31, under which all eligible vaccine 
recipients, aged 12 and above, will receive their respective shots, the minister said. 

Around two crore people will receive their second doses while 1.25cr will 
receive their first and booster doses during this campaign. 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4 

SECOND EDITION

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A letter, purportedly 
written by Harris 
Chowdhury’s daughter, 
has requested the 
authorities to conduct a 
DNA test, if necessary, to 
confirm the identity of the 
BNP leader.

The development comes 
amid a debate whether 
Harris died at a city 
hospital last year while 
undergoing treatment 
under a fake name.

The letter, dated 
March 15 and addressed 

ID’ING HARRIS

‘Daughter 
calls for a  
DNA test’

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4 
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Man arrested over rape, 
murder of 12-yr-old
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chattogram 

Rab yesterday arrested a 49-year-old man in 
Manikganj in a case filed over the rape and 
murder of a 12-year-old girl. 

The arrestee is Md Alamgir Mia.
Rab-7 in a press release said a team arrested 

him from Manikganj, where he fled after 
committing the crime in Chattogram on March 
13. The victim’s family members filed a case with 
Halishahar Police Station the same day.

Alamgir forcibly took the victim, who was his 
neighbour, to his house and raped her Rab said. 
When she said she would tell her family, Alamgir 
strangled her to death and hid the body under 
the bed.

Lawyer jailed in DSA case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A Bagerhat court yesterday sent a lawyer to jail in 
a case filed under the Digital Security Act. 

Police arrested Golam Kibria Tariq on Tuesday 
night after Nitish Kumar Biswas, principal of 
Govt SM College, filed the case with Morrelganj 
Police Station.  Biswas accused Tariq of repeatedly 
posting ugly and defamatory statuses on 
Facebook about the principal, his family and the 
teachers and other staffers of the college.

Man arrested for 
raping stepdaughter
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A man was sent to jail by a Kishoreganj court 
yesterday for raping his stepdaughter in Bhairab 
upazila.

The 35-year-old arrestee is from Jamalpur 
village in Bhairab, police said.

The 17-year-old girl lodged a case with 
Bhairab Police Station on Tuesday, accusing her 
stepfather of raping her, and the police arrested 
him the same day, said Golam Mostafa, officer-in-
charge of the station.

Quoting the case statement, the OC said on 
March 10, when the mother was not home, the 
arrestee raped the girl.

Why no rules on care 
for kids born of rape?
HC asks govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued a rule asking 
the government to explain in four weeks why its 
inaction to formulate rules under the Women 
and Children Repression Prevention Act 2000 to 
provide maintenance for children born of rape 
should not be declared illegal.

In the rule, the court also asked it to show cause 
why a direction should not be given to ensure 
maintenance of a child born of rape in Kurigram.

The HC bench of Justice Farah Mahbub 
and Justice SM Maniruzzaman issued the rule 
following a writ petition moved by lawyers Azizur 
Rahman Dulu and Ishrat Hasan.

Ishrat Hasan said a Khoir Ali from Kurigram 
raped the victim in 2010 and a female child 
was born. In 2021, a court sentenced him to life 
imprisonment and ordered the government 
to provide maintenance to the child, but the 
government did not do so as no rules were 
formulated under the law. 

ATTACK ON BROTHERS

Former mayor, 
brother jailed
2 others also behind bars

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A former Sujanagar municipality mayor 
and a top Jubo League leader were sent to 
jail yesterday on charges of attacking two 
brothers, and killing one of them. 

Al Amin, 27, a municipality employee, 
his brother Rajab Ali, 37, were attacked 
on their way back after appearing in court 
as witnesses in a case. When they were in 
Pabna Sadar upazila’s Sadullapur area, the 
criminals hacked them indiscriminately 
with sharp weapons in broad daylight. 

While Rajab was sent to Rajshahi 
Medical College Hospital with critical 
injuries, where he is still undergoing 
treatment, Al Amin was pronounced dead 
on the way to hospital.  

Their brother Md Laltu filed a case 
accusing 33 people, including former 
mayor Tofazzal Hossain Tofa and his 
brother Jewel Rana, president of Sujanagar 
Jubo League, said Jalal Uddin, officer-in-
charge of Ataikula Police Station.

Police then arrested Tofa, Jewel and 
their accomplices Liton and Gour, with 
two firearms in their possession. They 
were later sent to jail through a court. 

Another case was filed against them with 
Sujanagar Police Station for possessing 
firearms. They were shown arrested in this 
case as well, said OC Abdul Hannan.

A drive to arrest the other accused was 
underway.

Bowing before bureaucrats
FROM PAGE 1

For the cases, the anti-graft 
watchdog appointed a new 
investigation officer who 
recommended submitting 
a final report -- instead of a 
charge sheet -- before the 
court.

On September 10, 2020, 
the ACC wrote to the Cabinet 
Division that the court had 
accepted the final report and 
ordered taking necessary 
measures. By that time, both 
the cases were shut.

This is the tip of the 
iceberg as there are several 
instances where the 
commission did not take up 
cases against government 
officials.

According to ACC 
insiders, the top tiers of the 
autonomous body always 
sympathise with officials 
of a particular cadre -- 
administration -- and sweep 
corruption allegations 
involving them under the 
carpet.

“The commission has 
turned into an organisation 
of giving clean chit to admin 
officials,” said another 
officer, preferring not to be 
named.

In many cases, he said, the 
investigation officers give 
in to pressure and submit 
reports against petty officials.

The “soft stance” of ACC 
towards the admin cadre 
has long been a major cause 
of grievances among its 
officials.

A glaring example is the 
sacking of deputy assistant 
director Sharif Uddin, which 
triggered huge outrage 
among his colleagues. They 
say he was “punished” for 
unearthing graft against 
some top bureaucrats.

The top tier of the 
watchdog comprises eight 
director generals, one 
secretary, two commissioners 

and a chairman -- 10 of the 
positions filled by former and 
current bureaucrats.

A former district and 
sessions judge holds the 
post of the commissioner 
(investigation) while the 
director general (legal) is 
an incumbent district and 
sessions judge.

The ACC commissioner, 
who ordered the investigation 
into the alleged corruption of 
Lohagara UNO, was also from 
the judiciary.
‘WE’RE ASKED TO 
GO AFTER PETTY 
EMPLOYEES’
In 2019, a newspaper 
reported that the then land 
secretary used official cars 
for family affairs. Besides, 
he drew a car maintenance 
allowance violating rules.

A day after the publication 
of the news, the allegation 
reached the ACC. Instead 
of initiating an enquiry, the 
then ACC chairman Iqbal 
Mahmood referred it to the 
Cabinet Division.

Around 14 months later, 
the Cabinet Division sent a 
reply to the ACC along with 
an explanation of the land 
secretary.

Terming the news report 
fabricated and intentional 
to tarnish the government’s 
image, the land secretary 
wrote, “During a field trip 
to check on officials and 
attend public hearings, it 
was not possible to pay full 
attention to family matters. 
I used that official car for 
a special necessity of the 
family temporarily since 
my personal car bought at 
interest-free loan was out of 
order.”

There was an allegation 
that apart from using an 
SUV allotted for official 
purposes, he and his family 
members used two more 
government cars.

“There was ample 
evidence of misusing power 
and public money by the 
land secretary. But the 
commission did not show 
interest in probing those 
allegations,” said an ACC 
investigator.

Another ACC investigator 
said, “Had the ACC taken 
some action against corrupt 
bureaucrats, it would 
have created instances 
… government officials 
would not dare commit 
corruption.”

“Instead,” he added, 
“we’re asked to run after 
petty employees like security 
guards and peons.”

In December 2019, 
45 officials of different 
ministries and organisations 
made a trip to Seattle to take 
delivery of a Boeing aircraft. 
Some media ran reports 
on this as the expenses for 
the trip were paid from the 
public exchequer.

The ACC too received 
a complaint over this. The 
complainant said he works 
in an airline that receives 40-
50 new airplanes each year, 
and only the engineers and a 
set of pilots go to receive the 
delivery.

Once again, the ACC 
bosses directed officials to 
forward it to the authorities 
concerned.

“Send it to the secretary, 
civil aviation … for looking 
into this,” reads a note 
signed by Iqbal Mahmood 
on the top of the file.

Three months later, the 
civil aviation and tourism 
ministry wrote back to the 
ACC chairman pointing out 
its logic behind the trip of 
such a large group.

An ACC official who 
was involved in the 
correspondence said the 
allegation was brought 10 
days prior to the delivery.

“Had the commission 
taken a prompt action, such 
a huge misuse of public 
money could have been 
stopped … The commission 
waited for reports that came 
almost three months after 
the event,” he said.

Contacted, Moidul 
Islam, former director 
general of the ACC, said an 
investigation officer has 
to face job uncertainty for 
his failure to appease top 
officials in the commission. 
On the other hand, he has to 
face music in the courtroom 
to let corrupt government 
officials go scot-free.

“They face this double 
whammy.”

Moidul, who served in the 
commission for about nine 
years, opined that the ACC 
was formed to function as an 
independent organisation. 
“But it has gradually been 
gripped by the bureaucrats 
and is losing its independent 
character.”

There are many ACC 
officials who are senior to 
and more efficient than 
the bureaucrats sent to the 
commission on deputation. 
The deputed officials who 
have little knowledge 
about ACC’s investigation 
method, dominate the 
investigators.

Iqbal Mahmood, 
immediate-past ACC 
chairman, could not be 
reached for comment 
despite several attempts.

Current ACC Chairman 
Mohammad Moinuddin 
Abdullah said it was not true 
that the commission was 
biased towards bureaucrats.

“If anything related to 
administrative matters 
come up, we forward it to the 
department concerned. But 
if we get enough information 
about corruption, we go for 
investigation,” he said.

Sign 
FROM PAGE 1

global financial markets. 
Shares in Germany - Russia’s 
biggest energy market - were 
up 3.4 percent.

In a speech to the US 
Congress that drew a 
long standing ovation, an 
unshaven Zelenskiy in an 
army green T-shirt appealed 
for tougher sanctions on 
Russia and more weapons 
to help his country fight “for 
the values of Europe and the 
world”.

Three weeks into the 
invasion, Russian troops 
have been halted at the gates 
of Kyiv, having taken heavy 
losses and failed to seize any 
of Ukraine’s biggest cities in 
a war Western officials say 
Moscow expected to win 
within days.

Talks were due to resume 
later yesterday by a video link 
for a third straight day, the 
first time they have lasted 
more than a single day.

“The meetings continue, 
and, I am informed, the 
positions during the 
negotiations already sound 
more realistic,” Zelenskiy 
said in a video address 
overnight.

In what was seen as a 
major shift, Zelensky had said 
on Tuesday Ukraine could 
accept international security 
guarantees that stopped 
short of its longstanding aim 
to join Nato.

Keeping Ukraine out of 
the Western military alliance 
was one of Russia’s main 
demands in the months 
before it launched what it 
calls a “special operation” 
to disarm and “denazify” its 
neighbour.

Europe’s biggest invasion 
since World War Two has 
destroyed some Ukrainian 
cities and sent more than 
3 million refugees fleeing 
abroad.

The man who mapped out
FROM PAGE 1

The last instance brought 
Sheikh Mujib close to 
the then Commerce 
and Labour Minister of 
Bengal, Huseyn Shaheed 
Suhrawardy, who asked 
him to start a student unit 
of the Muslim League. Their 
relationship deepened 
when Mujib was sent to 
Islamia College in Kolkata 
after his matriculation. 
His leadership acumen 
got him elected as the 
general secretary of the 
college students’ union. He 
remained a Muslim League 
activist who played a 
significant role in diffusing 
communal tension during 
the riots or distributing 
food among the victims. 
When his party broke away 
from the conservative and 
elitist faction of the Muslim 
League and rebranded 
itself as the Awami Muslim 
League, Mujib was elected 
as its Joint Secretary. 
The imminent departure 
of the British made the 
party focus on securing a 
homeland for the Muslim 
majority.

After the Partition, Mujib 
came to the University of 
Dhaka to study Law. The 
euphoria of having a hard-
earned Pakistan with two 
wings was short-lived as the 
central government started 
disregarding the regional 
needs and culture.  The 
declaration of having Urdu 
as the state language irked 
the people of East Pakistan 
further as they realised 
the colonial intention of 
the central leaders. The 
resentment resulted in 
activism. Mujib along with 
many of his peers was 
sent to jail. The Language 
Movement catapulted 
Mujib to the political centre 

stage from the campus 
protest he was leading to 
redress the wrongs against 
fourth-class employees. He 
was given a ticket by the 
electoral alliance of ‘Haq-
Bhashani-Suhrawardy’ 
to contest the Gopalganj 
constituency in 1954. His 
overwhelming win against 
a formidable opponent 
earned him a ministerial 
position in the cabinet of 
the United Front in 1956.

Once Maulana Bhashani 
left the Awami Muslim 
League, his party adopted 
a secular stance by 
removing Muslim from its 
name. Mujib became the 
party’s general secretary 
in 1955.  The abrogation 
of the constitution by the 
military junta forced Mujib 
to launch his campaign for 
democracy. With his fiery 
speeches and charismatic 
presence, he galvanized 
support for the historic 
six-point demand seeking 
regional autonomy. The 
leaders of West Pakistan 
saw it as a secessionist 
scheme and brought 
charges of conspiracy 
against him in 1968. He 
was released from what is 
now known as the Agartala 
Conspiracy Case following 
a mass uprising in 1969. 
Soon after, he was bestowed 
with the honorific title 
Bangabandhu –the friend 
of Bengal.

When the military 
junta announced the date 
for a national election in 
1970, they did not expect 
Awami League to get the 
majority of the seats.  The 
landslide victory made 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
the prime-minister-elect 
of Pakistan. However, 
notwithstanding the 
people’s verdict, the 

military rulers took him 
into custody and unleashed 
a genocide on March 25, 
1971. The moment of truth 
that Mujib outlined in his 
famous speech on March 7, 
1971, arrived. People braced 
for the ultimate sacrifice. 
Resistance was mobilised; 
freeing Mujib and freeing 
the country became 
synonymous.

With Mujib as its 
president, a provisional 
government was formed at 
a border-town renamed as 
Mujibnagar. The guerrilla 
war lasted for nine months 
before the victory was 
earned on December 16, 
1971, at a cost of 3 million 
lives. Mujib was returned 
to his people on January 
10, 1972. He took the 
responsibility of a war-
ravaged country that 
had to negotiate with the 
nuances of the Cold War, 
the growing influences of 
the Islamic countries, and 
the expectations of the big 
neighbour who supported 
us during the war.

For someone, who spent 
a quarter of his life in jail 
and the rest in promoting 
a just cause for a nation for 
his people to dream, it was 
time to become a statesman 
to bring recognition for a 
new country. He had just 
over three years to do so 
before assassins tried to 
silence him and all that he 
stood for.

On March 17, we look 
back at the man who 
became the architect of a 
nation-state.  He mapped 
out our destiny when the 
maps of the region were 
being re-drawn. It is up to 
us to adorn the map and 
the man behind it with love 
and pride.

The photo, taken from the capital’s College Gate area yesterday, could be a poster for how not to be safe as a pedestrian. A 
man steps over the divider while talking on his phone, his back turned towards oncoming traffic. Behind him, a woman, two 
young children, and a man are also risking their lives by walking into traffic to get to the other side. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Sundarganj OC 
closed after talks 
on bribes leak
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Md Touhiduzzaman, the officer-in-charge 
of the Gaibandha’s Sundarganj Police 
Station, was closed and attached to the 
Gaibandha police lines after several audio 
clips surfaced of his allegedly taking bribe 
to release two key accused of a high-
profile case.

On April 10 last year, police recovered 
the dead body of a local shoe trader Hasan 
Ali from the residence of Masud Rana, 
Awami League’s Gaibandha district’s 
deputy office secretary.

Later, Ali filed a murder case against 
three involved with the incident: Masud 
Rana, Md. Rumen Haque and Md. Khalilur 
Rahman Babu.

Several audio clips surfaced in which 
Touhiduzzaman can be heard talking to 
relatives of Rumen and Babu.

Touhiduzzaman has taken about Tk 8 
lakh promising to release them from the 
charge sheet of the murder case.

The clips are fabricated and tempered, 
he told The Daily Star.

“We are running an investigation on 
this,” Md. Touhidul Islam, superintendent 
of police in Gaibandha, told The Daily Star.

Mitali Express may begin  
journey this month

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Mitali Express, the third passenger 
train to be operated between Dhaka 
and West Bengal’s New Jalpaiguri 
(NJP) in India, is likely to start 
running within this month 
to boost connectivity 
between the two 
neighbours.

The new train will 
begin its journey as 
the two countries 
agreed to resume 
the  operations of 
the two existing 
passenger trains 
after the suspension of 
services amid the Covid-19 
outbreak.

Following Bangladesh Railway’s 
proposal, Indian Railway has 
suggested the resumption of 
operations from March 26. The 
railways ministry has called for an 
inter-ministerial meeting on Sunday 
to confirm the date.

Before the pandemic-induced 
suspension from March 15, 2020, the 
Maitree Express was operating on the 
Dhaka-Kolkata route while Bandhan 
Express on the Khulna-Kolkata route.

The 456-seater Mitali Express, 

which was inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina and her 
Indian counterpart Narendra Modi 
on March 26 last year, would use 
Chilahati-Haldibari rail link. 

Rail communication between 
the countries via Chilahati-

Haldibari route resumed 
in December 2020, after 

a 55-year hiatus.
New Jalpaiguri 

has the biggest 
railway station in the 
northern part of West 

Bengal and is just six 
kms away from Siliguri. 

It is a key junction 
between mainland India 

and north-eastern India.
THE NEW TRAIN 

The 10-coach all-AC train will 
operate twice from Dhaka and twice 
from NJG every week, Shahidul Islam, 
divisional railway manager of BR 
Paksey Division, told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

He led an eight-member delegation 
in India last year to discuss different 
aspects of the new train. 

It will leave Dhaka at 9:50pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays and will 
reach NJP at 7:15am on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.

It will then leave NJP at 11:45am on 
Sundays and Wednesdays and reach 
Dhaka at 10:30 on the same days, he 
said.

BR will sell tickets in three 
categories and each ticket of berth 
would be $44.  

Fifteen percent VAT and Tk 500 
travel tax would be added to the ticket 
price, meaning the one-way travel on 
berth will cost Tk 4,902.

Each cabin seat would be $33, 
meaning total cost of a ticket would be 
Tk 3,801.65, while a chair seat would 
be $22, meaning the ticket would be 
Tk 2,701.

Tickets for children aged below five 
would be 50 percent of the regular 
cost.

BR sources said operations of the 
new train may be delayed by a day 
or two as the BR will be suspending 
online ticketing services for five days 
from March 21 in order to handover 
the ticketing job to a new vendor.

Besides, the railways minister Nurul 
Islam Sujan, who is expected to be 
present during the launching of Mitali 
Express, may remain busy on March 
26 – Bangladesh’s Independence Day.

The date of launch will be 
confirmed after the Sunday meeting, a 
BR official said. 
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CHAKTAI KHAL, RAJAKHALI

Evict 126 illegal 
structures: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the 
government to evict all the 126 structures built 
illegally on the land of Chaktai Khal (canal) and 
Rajakhali Khal in Chattogram in 90 days.

The court, however, gave two weeks to the 
land grabbers to relocate the structures from the 
canals at their own costs.

Also, the government has been ordered to take 
necessary action against the grabbers.

The HC bench of Justice Zubayer Rahman 
Chowdhury and Justice Md Kamrul Hossain 
Mollah delivered the verdict following a petition 
filed by Human Rights and Peace for Bangladesh 
(HRPB) in 2016 seeking necessary directives.

Deputy commissioner of Chattogram has 
recently submitted a report to the HC saying that 
there are total 126 structures including houses, 
tin-sheds, business houses and depots on the 
land of the two canals.

Lawyers Manzill Murshid and Ripan Barai 
appeared for the petitioner while Deputy 
Attorney General SK Saifuzzaman represented 
the state during the hearing.

It began with 
gambling, ended 
with murder
Driver kills employer after 
running into debt: DB
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hridoy Bepari (34) used to drive a car for a private 
company, getting paid a decent salary for it. 

But all of this money went into gambling 
online, something that he was almost addicted to. 
He was always in need of more money to gamble 
with, eventually falling deep into debt.

This is when Hridoy devised a plan. He 
targeted his employer Afroza Sultana (31), deputy 
manager of Seven Circle Bangladesh Limited’s 
MIS department, for whom he worked for the last 
seven years. On Sunday evening, Hridoy entered 
her house, killed Afroza by slitting her throat and 
looted whatever valuables he could get.

Two days later on Tuesday, he was arrested 
by the Detective Branch of police from Madhya 
Badda. The DB team also recovered a knife and 
looted gold ornaments, AKM Hafiz Akhter, 
additional commissioner of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police, told a press briefing yesterday.

Hafiz said Afroza was killed between 5:45pm 
and 7:30pm on Sunday at her house in Madhya 
Badda’s Gudaraghat while her husband was 
at work. The DB official said they were able to 
identify Hridoy by analysing CCTV footage.

During interrogation, Hridoy told the 
investigators he used to earn Tk 17,000 as 
monthly salary. But as he got hooked to 
gambling, whatever he earned he would be spent 
on his destructive habit. Hridoy used to borrow 
money from Afroza and her husband, and yet 
he found himself unable to pay his house rent 
for three months. After a point, it was becoming 
increasingly difficult for him to run his five-
member family, the DB chief added.

This is when Hridoy thought of killing Afroza 
and looting her money and ornaments.

However, Hridoy could not get his hands on 
a lot of money or that many gold ornaments as 
most of it was kept at Afroza’s mother’s house 
and at the bank, said another DB official.

Deworming 
campaign 
from Sunday
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will run 
a weeklong deworming 
campaign in all primary 
and secondary schools 
across the country from 
Sunday.

During the campaign, 
four crore schoolchildren 
-- aged 5-16 -- will get one 
deworming tablet.

The tablets will be 
distributed in around 1.2 
lakh primary level and 
33,000 secondary level 
educational institutions 
countrywide.

Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque announced the 
campaign during a press 
conference at the health 
directorate yesterday.

At the event, Dr MM 
Aktaruzzaman, deputy 
programme manager 
at the centre for disease 
control at the Directorate 
General of Health Services 
(DGHS), shared the details 
of the campaign.

“The tablet has no 
side effects if it is taken 
after meal. We urge 
guardians to send or bring 
in their children after 
breakfast,” said Dr MM 
Aktaruzzaman.

“The prevalence of 
worm in children’s stool 
has reduced to around 8 
percent in 2018-19 from 
around 80 percent in 
2005,” he said.

The DGHS has been 
conducting the campaign 
twice a year since 
November 2008.
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Harvest rainwater, 
save rivers: PM
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday stressed 
the need for rainwater harvesting and river water 
conservation.

The premier said this while opening the newly-
constructed Sheikh Hasina Water Treatment Plant-II of 
Chattogram Wasa.

Hasina joined the event virtually 
from Gono Bhaban in Dhaka. The 
programme was held at a hotel 
in Chattogram.

The new plant will raise 
overall water supply capacity 
of CWasa to 50 crore litres a 
day, an increase by 14.30 crore 
litres. The plant has been 
constructed at Rangunia.

Hasina said water reservoirs 
should be kept in every place 
while constructing any structure. 
“We’ll have to bring down our 
dependency on ground water,” she said, adding that 
her government constructed the water plant based on 
surface water.

She said her government has been taking measures 
to ensure pure drinking water supply up to grassroots 
levels. The PM also asked the authorities of different 
industries and factories to pay attention to waste 
management to protect rivers and land from pollution. 

Noting that Chattogram is the main commercial city, 
she said her government has prioritised its development. 
“If we can develop Chattogram, the entire country will be 
benefited,” she said. 

Referring to problems, including water crisis, in 
Chattogram, Hasina said, “Efforts are on to solve those.”

With the hike in soybean oil price showing no signs of slowing down, people are reaching deep into their pockets to buy the daily essential. Those who can afford it are 
trying to buy in greater volumes, because the bigger the bottle, the lesser the price. This photo was taken yesterday at Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

A window 
into world 
literature
DIPAN NANDY

Literature can leave 
a lifetime impact in 
our mind. It helps us 
understand ourselves and 
the world around us. 

And it transcends 
boundaries through 
translation. 

Like every year, this 
year’s Ekushey book 
fair saw a large number 
of translated versions 
of world literature by 
prominent authors.

Curious booklovers 
were seen buying, flipping 
pages, and searching 
for books to satisfy 
their literary palate 
at Suhrawardy Udyan 
yesterday.

Although the readers’ 
interests have peaked, both 
the quality and quantity of 
translations is something 
to think about. 

Shahadat Hossain, 
Annesha Prakashan’s 
publisher, said although 
readers are interested in 
translation books, authors 
depend more on literal 
translations. Shahadat 
emphasised the need for 
proper editing on both the 
writer and publisher’s end. 

“Our own literature 
needs to be translated into 
other languages. Bangla 
Academy and International 
Mother Language 
Institute will have to 
take responsibility in this 
regard,’’ he added. 

Unmesh Roy, a 
With the Amar Ekushey Boi Mela nearing the end, readers from across the capital spent a busy 
second last day at the fair yesterday. All throughout the day, they were seen making last-minute 
purchases to satisfy their literary cravings.SEE PAGE 4 COL 6 PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

A HOME-MADE SCAM
Ahsan Group embezzled at least Tk 130cr from thousands through 

MLM scheme using religious clout, says CID

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN and 
HABIBUR RAHMAN

It was corruption at a massive scale, 
undertaken by a single family.

Ragib Ahsan and his four brothers 
embezzled at least Tk 130 crore from 
thousands of people by establishing an 
MLM company named “Ahsan Real-
Estate”. Soon after, Ragib’s wife and 
brother-in-law also got involved with the 
fraud.

They used to entice people into 
making interest-free investments 
following “Shariah” with promises of 
lofty returns.

Against their Tk 1 lakh investment 
package for customers, they promised to 
pay back at least Tk 1,200 and maximum 
Tk 2,000 in monthly payments.

Falling into the trap, at least 50,000 
people have lost their deposits, many of 
who are now spending hard times with 
their families.

In a case filed over embezzlement, 
Rapid Action Battalion arrested Ragib 
(40) and his brothers Abul Bashar Khan 
(35), Khairul Islam (35), Shamim Hasan 
(37) and Mahmudul Hasan (31) from 

Pirojpur on September 9 last year.
However, his wife Salma Ahsan (32) 

and brother-in-law Nazmul Islam (33) 
are still on the run.

Several cases were filed against 
the family, of which, four are under 
investigation by the Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID), while 
one is being dealt with by the Police 

Bureau of Investigation (PBI).
On December 23 last year, CID filed 

another case against them under the 
money laundering act.

Humayun Kabir, special 
superintendent of CID, said, “Ragib 
and his brothers’ bank accounts have 
been frozen. We’re now looking into 
properties brought under Ahsan Group. 
Once completed, we will submit the 
charge sheet, hopefully within the 

coming month or two.”
FRAUD AND LAVISH LIFE
Just 15 years back, Ragib used to work 
as an Imam at a mosque in Pirojpur, 
sources said. He also worked for a 

multi-level marketing (MLM) company 
as a staffer, against a paltry salary of Tk 
900.

But within two years, in 2009, Ragib 
opened an MLM company of his own 
and dragged his brothers into it, all 
of whom used to work as teachers at 
different madrasas for salaries ranging 
from Tk 6,000 to Tk 10,000 per month, 
according to CID investigators.

Just within a year, Ragib established 
around 17 business, including a 
madrasa, under the name of “Ahsan 

Group”.
Some of his businesses includes 

Pirojpur Bostraloy, Allah’r Dan 
Bostraloy, Madina International Hotel 
and Nur-e Madina Madrasa, said 
investigators.

He used to pay interest to the clients 
between 2012 and 2018, but then it 
stopped and the company’s issues 
started coming to the fore.

Based on this dubious earnings, the 
family started leading a lavish life, which 
included buying luxury cars and flats in 
Dhaka.

The indulgence didn’t stop there. 
The family even started importing deer 
meat for their family parties and only 
consumed imported dates from Saudi 
Arabia, said a CID official involved with 
the investigation.
PROPERTY EVALUATION 
CID has so far only found property 
worth approximately around Tk 30 
crore bought in the company’s name, 
sources said.  

The property includes two-acre land 
and three four-five storey buildings in 
Pirojpur, couple of bighas of land in 

5 brothers used MLM company to 
embezzle at least Tk 130cr

Collected interest-free investments 
promising lofty returns

At least 50,000 people lost their 
deposits

Appointed imams, 
muazzins as agents, 
who also became 
victims of fraud

Ragib Ahsan

AT A GLANCE

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2
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SC verdict
FROM PAGE 5

They are Jahangir Alam’s 
brother Abdus Salam and 
brother-in-law Nazmul.

All the four convicts, 
who are now in jail, filed 
appeals with the SC seeking 
acquittal. Meanwhile, the 
state has filed a separate 
appeal with the apex court 
seeking death penalty for 
all the convicts.

Attorney General 
AM Amin Uddin and 
DAG Bishwajit Debnath 
represented the state while 
lawyers Khandker Mahbub 
Hossain, SM Shahjahan 
and Imran appeared for the 
convicts.

Get that tobacco
FROM PAGE 5

school ground. We can 
now study properly in our 
classrooms,” said Roksana 

Parveen, a class five student 
of Durgapur Primary 
School. 

Razia Parveen, head 

teacher of the primary 
school, said the school 
ground is unprotected as 
there is no boundary wall.

A window into world
FROM PAGE 3

university student, 
mentioned that he likes the 
works of Dan Brown and 
De Coaster. Meanwhile, 
some of the translated 

books that created buzz are 
Zahid Hossain’s translation 
of Wali Khan’s “Unknown 
Story of Partition of 
India: The Untold Story of 
India’s Partition”; Omar 

Khayyam’s Rubaiyat, 
translated by Anwar 
Hussain Monju and Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez’s “Hundred 
Years of Solitude” by Anisuz 
Zaman.

A home-made
FROM PAGE 3

three places in Pirojpur 
and a lease of four separate 
floors of Sher-E-Bangla 
public library in the capital, 
said a high official of CID, 
requesting anonymity. 

“Ragib has bought a flat 
in Dhaka and a car for his 
wife, but they managed to 
sell them after 2018, when 
controversies surrounding 
the company first raised 
their head,” added the 
official. 

Even their bank 
accounts have been found 
emptied. 

“We have only found a 
total of Tk 15 lakh in all the 
family members’ accounts,” 
said the official. 
AGENTS, CLIENTS 

SUFFER

As part of the company’s 
marketing ploy, Ragib 
appointed mosque imams 
and muazzins as agents.

If anyone managed 
to bring in Tk 1 lakh 
investment for the 
company, Ragib paid them 
a Tk 5,000 cut, according 
to investigators and agents.

After Ragib’s arrest, 
around 150 agents who 
have been pulled into 
the scam have formed a 
committee.

Its president Md Rafiqul 
Islam said Ragib has 
around 1,200 agents, with 
another 50,000 people 
regularly depositing money 
in the company.

“I have brought 
investments worth Tk 
67 lakh after convincing 
lots of people. I now have 
no option but to go into 
hiding,” he said.

Jalal Uddin, an imam 
of Shikarpur mosque of 
Pirojpur, said he is a victim 
of Ragib’s illusion. 

He said he has 
deposited around Tk 
3.5 lakh personally and 
brought in another Tk 90 
lakh from relatives and 
acquaintances.

“On one hand, I’m 
leading a miserable life 
after losing all my savings. 
On the other, I’m under 
pressure from relatives as 
I’ve failed to pay back their 
money,” he added.

Fatima Begum, a client 
of the company, said she 
has deposited her family 
savings into the company, 
which she kept aside to 
build a house. 

“Now I don’t know where 
I’ll go with my family,” 
added Fatima.
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Appeal 
for help
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Md Shafiul 
Alam, a 
former 
senior 
journalist 
who worked 
for several 
national 
dailies for more than 
two decades, has been 
diagnosed with liver 
cirrhosis.

Doctors in Bangladesh 
and India informed 
his family that Shafiul, 
currently working as media 
consultant of Central 
Procurement Technical 
Unit under the Planning 
Ministry, needs liver 
transplant immediately.

The family consulted 
with Dr Rela Institute & 
Medical Centre, a medical 
facility in Chennai, India 
and decided to undergo 
the transplant there, which 
will cost about Tk 60 lakh.

But, it is not possible for 
his family alone to manage 
the entire amount on their 
own. So, they appealed to 
the well-off and generous 
people of the society 
to come forward with 
financial help.

Father of two who are 
attending universities, 
Shafiul worked for 
The Financial Express, 
The News Today, The 
Independent, and The 
Daily Observer. His wife is a 
homemaker.

Contributions can 
be sent to Account No: 
0100005768432, Janata 
Bank Ltd, Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar Branch, Dhaka; 
bKash No: 01744248045.

FROM PAGE 5

error, the penalty 
brake is automatically 
enforced with instant 
t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g 
instructions,” said Monirul.

Rofiqul Islam, chief 

executive of Parbotipur 
CLW, said, “The new rail 
engines will increase rail’s 
capacity to carry a larger 
number of passengers, 
particularly during Eid.” 

“The manufacturing 

company ensures three 
years’ warranty and deploys 
company engineers to 
serve during the warranty 
period, who will also 
provide training to locals,” 
he added.

BR to operate US-made electronic

PHOTO: STAR
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Verdict in graft case 
against ‘Casino 
Brothers’ April 6
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday fixed April 6 for 
delivering judgment in a case filed over 
laundering Tk 2 crore against “Casino Brothers” 
-- Enamul Haque Enu and Rupon Bhuiyan -- and 
nine others.

After closing arguments, Judge Mohammad 
Iqbal Hossain of the Special Judge’s Court-5 of 
Dhaka set the date.

During yesterday’s arguments, the defence 
told the court that the prosecution failed to prove 
the charges brought against their clients, so they 
should be acquitted.

The prosecution had earlier completed their 
arguments and sought highest punishment for 
the accused.

Earlier, the court recorded statements of 
10 prosecution witnesses, including the case’s 
complainant.

The court framed charges against the accused 
on May 5 last year.

On July 26 of 2020, CID Inspector Sadek 
Ali, also investigation officer (IO), submitted 
the charge sheet to the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka against 11 people, 
including Enamul, former vice-president of the 
Gendaria unit of Awami League, and Rupon, joint 
general secretary of the same unit.

The other accused are their three brothers 
Shahidul Haque Bhuiyan, Rashidul Haque 
Bhuiyan and Merajul Haque Bhuiyan; general 
secretary of Wanderer’s Club in Motijheel Joy 
Gopal Sarkar; and their accomplices Tuhin 
Munshi, Nabir Hossain Sikder, Saiful Islam, Abul 
Kalam Azad and Pavel Rahman.

No fireworks on 
Shab-e-Barat: DMP
BSS, Dhaka

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) yesterday 
imposed a ban on carrying all types of explosives 
and firecrackers, as well as explosion of 
firecrackers, in the capital on the occasion of 
Shab-e-Barat, set to be observed on Friday night.

As per the instruction from DMP 
Commissioner Md Shafiqul Islam, the restriction 
will come into effect from 6:00pm on March 
18 and will last till 6:00am the next day, said a 
circular issued by DMP yesterday. 

The holy Shab-e-Barat, known as the night 
of fortune,  is observed on the 15th night of the 
Arabic month of Sha’ban with due religious 
fervour and devotion.The Muslim devotees spend 
the night at mosques and homes offering prayers, 
reciting from the holy Quran, and seeking 
blessings to Allah for long life, peace, progress, 
and happiness for themselves, their families, 
relatives, and friends as well as the nation and the 
Muslim Ummah.

Four killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and another was injured 
in road accidents in three districts yesterday, 
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Chapainawabganj, two people were 
killed as a vehicle hit a motorbike on 
Chapainawabganj-Sonamasjid highway at 
Kharagpur in Shibganj.

Mohammad Momin (18) from Namo Koiladiar 
in Shibganj died on the spot and Nazmul Islam 
Sumon (35) from Dhobra village was declared 
dead at Shibganj Upazila Health Complex.

In Dinajpur, a trucker was killed and his 
assistant injured as the truck overturned after 
the driver lost his control over the vehicle near a 
culvert in Nawabganj upazila.

Md Shakil Ahmed (40) from Tantibandar 
village in Kusthia died instantly, said police.

The injured -- Asif Hossain -- was taken to a 
hospital in Dinajpur.

In Rangpur, a labourer was killed when a truck 
overturned at Khalashpur in Pirganj upazila.

Ayatul Islam (45) from Kanchan Mor in Pirganj 
was killed on the spot, said police. 

Ashraful Islam, sub-inspector of Pirganj Police 
Station, said the accident happened as the driver 
lost control over the truck.

Students of Lalmonirhat’s Durgapur High School and Durgapur Govt Primary School play on the ground yesterday after it was cleared 
of tobacco leaves. On Monday, the High Court directed the authorities to take steps to stop drying and processing of tobacco leaves 
on the premises of academic institutions, following a The Daily Star report on the issue. PHOTO: STAR

Get that 
tobacco 
out of here!
Lalmonirhat 
school ground   
now tobacco-free
S DILIP ROY

The long-running 
problem of drying and 
processing tobacco leaves 
on two school grounds in 
Lalmonirhat came 
to an end after 
a report was 
published in 
The Daily Star 
on Monday. 

This has 
brought 
huge relief to 
around 500 
students and 
25 teachers of 
Durgapur High 
School and Durgapur 
Govt Primary School, 
under Aditmari upazila of 
Lalmonirhat.

After the report titled 
“School ground turns 
tobacco drying field” 
was published in The 
Daily Star, a High Court 
bench of Justice Farah 
Mahbub and Justice SM 
Maniruzzaman issued a 
suo moto rule and directed 
the authorities concerned 
to take necessary steps in 
this regard.

Following the order, the 
local administration along 
with the teachers removed 
the tobacco leaves from 
the premises. 

Yesterday, students of 
the two schools were seen 
playing on the ground.

“There is no tobacco, 
no stench of tobacco. 
We can all play on the 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

PROF TAHER MURDER

SC to deliver 
verdict on Apr 5
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court will deliver its verdict on 
April 5 on the appeals in Rajshahi University (RU) 
teacher Dr S Taher Ahmed murder case.

A full bench of the Appellate Division of the 
SC headed by Chief Justice Hasan Foez Siddique 
yesterday fixed the date after concluding hearing.

Dr Taher, 59-year-old geology and mining 
professor, was killed on February 1, 2006. Police 
recovered his body from a septic tank behind his 
residence on campus on February 3, 2006.

On February 22 this year, the apex court 
started hearing the appeals filed by the convicts 
challenging the High Court verdict.

On April 21, 2013, the HC upheld the death 
sentence of RU teacher Dr Mia Mohammad 
Mohiuddin and caretaker at Taher’s residence 
Jahangir Alam, for their involvement in the 
murder of Prof Taher.

The HC, however, commuted the death 
sentence of two others to life term imprisonment. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

MANAGING RUSH OF EID PASSENGERS

BR to operate US-made 
electronic rail engines

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Bangladesh Railway (BR) is likely 
to introduce broad-gauge railway 
locomotives -- recently imported from the 
US -- to manage the rush of homebound 
passengers this Eid-ul-Fitr. 

The trial run has been completed in 
Parbatipur’s central locomotive workshop 
(CLW).

BR has signed an agreement with the 

US-based company Progress Rail to import 
40 new railway engines. Sixteen of them 
have already arrived in December 2021, 
while the rest are in pipeline.

According to BR sources, each engine 
has a capacity of 3,250 HP and belongs to 
the BEP-30 series.

Mainuddin Sardar, CLW manager 
(repair), said the engines operate 
electronically with air-conditioned loco 
master cabins and an advanced vigilance 

system. 
During the trial, it was ensured that 

each engine can draw 45-50 coaches, on 
condition that the station platforms have 
such length to manage the long trains.

Loco master Monirul Islam -- one of 
the few to operate the US-made engines 
-- said these engines can be operated 
conveniently.

“In case of any human or mechanical 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

“The new rail engines will increase rail’s 
capacity to carry a larger number of 
passengers, particularly during Eid.”

- Rofiqul Islam, chief executive, Parbatipur CLW

city
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SHAH ALAM 
SHAZU 

National Award-
winning actor 
Shatabdi Wadud 
has etched his name in 
the world of theatre, TV, and 
films.  The “Guerilla” actor was widely 
appreciated last year for his diverse 
roles in the movies, “Nonajoler Kabbo” 
and “Mission Extreme”. He has also 
completed shooting for Aruna Biswas’s 
“Oshombhob.”

His web series, “Nikhoj”, releases on 
Chorki today. In a candid interview with 
The Daily Star, the noted actor talks 
about working on the project, and more. 

Tell us about your character in 
‘Nikhoj’. 
“Nikhoj” centers on a middle-class 
household and how the disappearance of 
the head of the family, Farukh Ahmed, 
disrupts their life. I play Farukh Ahmed 
in the series. 

It is a contemporary story, focusing on 
the aftermath of a person going missing, 
and how it creates a sense of helplessness 

within a family. 
I found Farukh 

Ahmed endlessly 
fascinating. 

How was the experience 
of working with a young 

director for this series? 
Reehan Rahman is exceptionally 
talented. It is not easy to work with such 
a huge list of stars, but he was able to 
complete the project with great ease. We 
are really happy with the outcome. 

You have been a part of the popular 
theatre troupe Prachyanat for a long 
time. What truly draws you towards 
theatre?
Prachyanat holds a special place in my 
heart, and theatre is my first love. I can’t 
live without performing on stage. I was 
actively involved with theatre, even prior 
to working with the troupe. 

What are your dreams and 
expectations regarding films? 
I want to leave behind a legacy that 
inspire future generations, when 
it comes to cinema. I want to play 
challenging and memorable roles. 
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Khaleda can be allowed to stay
FROM PAGE 16

Responding to another 
question, he said, “She will 
not be able to go abroad.”

He also said he had 
sent the relevant files with 
his opinion to the home 
ministry, which would 
issue a notification to this 
effect.

He added the 
government released 
the BNP chief after 
suspending her jail 
sentence as per section 401 

(1) of the Criminal Code of 
Procedure. 

Khaleda was freed from 
jail on March 25, 2020, after 
the government suspended 
her jail sentence for six 
months, at a time when the 
world was grappling with 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The former premier 
landed in jail on February 8, 
2017, after being sentenced 
to a five-year imprisonment 
by a special court in Dhaka 
in the Zia Orphanage Trust 

graft case. 
On October 30 the 

following year, the High 
Court enhanced her 
punishment to 10 years 
after dismissing her appeal 
in the case. 

Khaleda was convicted 
by another special court in 
Dhaka in the Zia Charitable 
Trust corruption case 
on October 29, 2018, in 
which she was sentenced 
to seven-year rigorous 
imprisonment by the court.

India restores all valid visas
FROM PAGE 16

their trip. 
So the news of the 

resumption of regular 
flights from March 27 has 
brought a huge sigh of 
relief to them.

If the fare is not 
unaffordable, there is 
another problem: seats 
are not available, as 
Rupali Rupa, an associate 
professor of Jagannath 
University, found out 
recently. 

She needed to fly 
to Kolkata to attend a 
conference but could not 
manage a ticket due to 
high demand.

“There are so many 
passengers who want to 
go to India for different 
reasons,” said Mazharul 

Haque Bhuiyan, the 
immediate past secretary-
general of the Association 
of Travel Agents of 
Bangladesh, when asked 
about the scarcity and the 
abnormally high price of 
air tickets to India.

With the airlines 
are operating a limited 
number of flights under 
the air bubble agreement, 
there is not much that can 
be done.

“Hopefully, things will 
return to normal with the 
resumption of regular 
flights,” he added.

Novoair, which operated 
two flights daily to Kolkata 
before the pandemic, said 
it will restart flights to 
Kolkata from March 27 
after a long pause.

Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines and US-Bangla 
have also decided to 
increase flights to different 
routes in India.

Meanwhile, Indian 
Railway on Tuesday gave 
the proposal following 
Bangladesh Railway’s (BR) 
letter to resume passenger 
train service, which has 
remained suspended since 
March 2020.

“We will take a decision 
in this regard after 
holding a meeting soon,” 
Sardar Shahadat Ali, 
additional director general 
(operations) of Bangladesh 
Railway, told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

More than 3,500 
Bangladeshis travel to India 
per day on average.

Ancient tombs found
FROM PAGE 16

of the original 13th-
century rood screen -- an 
architectural element 
separating the altar area 
from the nave.

During a visit by AFP 
on Tuesday, archaeologists 
were delicately cleaning 
and excavating the 
sculptures emerging from 
the ground, including a 
pair of carved hands.

The bust of a bearded 
man and some sculpted 

vegetables, with traces of 
paint still visible, had been 
removed.

The team has already 
used a mini endoscopic 
camera to peek inside 
the sarcophagus, which 
appeared to be warped by 
the weight of the earth and 
stones.

“You can glimpse pieces 
of fabric, hair and above 
all a pillow of leaves on top 
of the head, a well-known 
phenomenon when religious 

leaders were buried,” said 
Christophe Besnier, the lead 
archaeologist.

“The fact that these 
plant elements are still 
inside means the body 
is in a very good state of 
conservation,” he added.

Its discovery will help 
improve our understanding 
of funeral practices in 
the Middle Ages, added 
Dominique Garcia of 
the National Institute of 
Archaeological Research.

Torrid traffic continues
FROM PAGE 16

the college in Bakshi Bazar 
by 9:00am, the time her 
exam was supposed to 
start. 

“By the time I reached, I 
was 25 minutes late. I could 
not finish the exam as per 
my expectation,” said Rima.

On the way back, she could 
only reach the halfway point 
after two hours. “I usually 
reach home by 12:30pm if 

I start from my college at 
11:00am and take a bus from 
Shahbagh. It’s 1:30pm and I 
am stuck at Farmgate.”

Zannatul Fedous Lamia, 
a third-year student of Asia 
Pacific University in the 
Farmgate area, said she had 
to walk to Mirpur-13 from 
Mirpur-14 to get into a bus 
as the road was gridlocked.

“I had to wait around 30 
more minutes more to get 

into a bus,” she said.
Many blamed the 

ongoing development work 
of metro rail and haphazard 
road work for exacerbating 
the problem. A huge 
number were seen walking 
to their destinations after 
waiting in vain for buses.

Photos and posts 
regarding the traffic 
nightmare flooded social 
media all day yesterday, 

many seeking updates of 
the situation before daring 
to venture out.

Monibur Rahman, 
additional police 
commissioner (traffic) of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police, 
said the main cause of 
jams centring Gulshan, 
Mohakhali and Moghbazar 
areas was the election of 
Dhaka Zila Bus-Minibus 
Sarak Paribahan Sramik 

Union.
He said due to the 

election at Mohakhali bus 
terminal, transport workers 
were coming through buses 
from different areas. They 
had parked buses on both 
sides of the road which 
increased traffic congestion.

“We addressed the 
matter and cleared the 
road around 1:30pm,” he 
said.

Bangladesh, KSA to work
FROM PAGE 16

support in the resolution of 
the Rohingya refugee crisis, 
including their repatriation 
and justice.

During the last years, 
Riyadh requested Dhaka to 
issue passports to some 60k 
Rohingyas in Saudi Arabia. 
Whether this issue was 
raised at the consultation 
was not known.

 There are Saudi 
companies already present 
in Bangladesh with several 
billion dollars of direct 
investment. And, more 
than 20 companies are 
interested to invest.

He also suggested 
launching a joint business 
forum and exchange 
of business delegations 
between the two countries 
to support bilateral trade 
and business.

The areas of investment 
identified include IT, agro-
production, renewable 
energy, tourism and 
hospitality.

Momen said Bangladesh 
would provide all sorts 
of facilities if the Saudi 
companies invest here.

Momen said KSA took 
an initiative of planting 
50 billion saplings in the 

Middle East. “We said 
we want to take part in 
it -- supply plants and in 
maintenance,” he said. 

Faisal assured that all 
the procedures of Hajj 
visas would be done in 
Bangladesh to minimise 
harassment of the Hajis.

Meanwhile, during 
the meeting between 
Hasina and the Saudi 
minister, the PM hoped 
that Saudi investors would 
avail the opportunities 
as her government was 
establishing 100 special 
economic zones, reports 
UNB.

Now 4 months after 
FROM PAGE 1

About whether the 
government has any plans 
to inoculate primary 
school students, Maleque 
said they would if and once 
the WHO recommends.

Amid the emergence 
of the coronavirus’s 
Omicron variant, the 
government started 
giving booster doses on 
December 28. 

As of yesterday, around 
53 lakh people received 
their booster doses, while 
9cr received second doses 
and 12.62cr first doses. 

“We have administered 

around 22cr jabs in total. 
If we can give 3.25cr 
by March 31, the total 
number will reach 25cr 
-- higher than our target 
of inoculating 70 percent 
of the population with 
double-dose vaccines.”

The minister also said 
the country is recently 
witnessing zero Covid-19 
deaths due to the 
vaccination coverage. 

The health directorate 
yesterday reported no 
Covid-19 deaths for the 
second consecutive day. 
The total number of new 
cases was 182. 

Daughter calls for a DNA test
FROM PAGE 1

Hasina, read Harris was 
admitted to the Evercare 
Hospital under the name 
Mahamudur Rahman, and 
there he died of Covid on 
September 3 last year.

It said the hospital 
issued a death certificate to 
the name of Mahamudur 
Rahman that he took to 
conceal his real identity. He 
was then laid to rest on a 
madrasa premises in Savar.

The Daily Star obtained 
a copy of the letter, which 
mentions Samira as the 
sender and daughter of 
Harris. But the newspaper 
could not reach the sender 

or any family member of 
Harris. 

The letter further read 
Samira had already written 
to the home ministry 
and sent copies to the 
law enforcement agency 
concerned, urging them to 
collect her DNA samples to 
perform any necessary test 
to confirm the identity of 
the deceased.

It urged the authorities 
to permit burial of his 
father’s remains at the 
family’s own burial ground 
in Kanaighat of Sylhet.

Asked what action the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department is considering 

following the letter, CID 
chief Additional Inspector 
General Mahbubur 
Rahman yesterday said, 
“It is a legal issue and we 
cannot take any action 
based on any open letter.”

He added, “We will look 
into the matter if it comes 
following due procedure. …
She can go to the court and 
if the court directs us, we 
will definitely look into it.” 

Replying to queries 
at a press briefing in 
the city, AKM Hafiz 
Akter, additional deputy 
commissioner (Detective 
Branch) of DMP, said, 
“Investigation is underway 

and once it ends, we will 
able to say if it was Harris 
or not.”

Harris was the political 
secretary of former prime 
minister Khaleda Zia and 
a convicted fugitive in the 
August 21 grenade attack 
case. In May 2007, an anti-
graft tribunal sentenced him 
to three years’ imprisonment 
for not submitting wealth 
statement to the Anti-
Corruption Commission. He 
was also sentenced to seven 
years in prison in the Zia 
Charitable Trust graft case.

On January 11 this year, 
various media outlets ran 
reports on Harris’s death 

quoting his daughter 
and based on a Facebook 
post of his cousin Ashiq 
Chowdhury that claimed 
the BNP leader passed 
away.

A day later, the National 
Central Bureau at the 
Police Headquarters wrote 
to the CID on January 12, 
asking it to investigate 
whether Harris was dead.

Amid the police 
investigation, a newspaper 
reported that Harris was 
admitted to the Evercare 
Hospital as Mahamudur 
Rahman with Covid 
complications and died 
there.

PHOTO: 

SHEIKH MEHEDI MORSHED 

‘I found Farukh 
Ahmed endlessly 

fascinating’
Shatabdi Wadud 

opens up about his 
character in 

‘Nikhoj’

Farukh Ahmed, the head of his family, goes missing 
in ‘Nikhoj’. 

Shatabdi Wadud as Farukh 
Ahmed in ‘Nikhoj’. 

Reehan 
Rahman is 

exceptionally 
talented. It 
is not easy 

to work 
with such a 
huge list of 

stars, but he 
was able to 

complete the 
project with 
great ease. 

We are really 
happy with 

the outcome. 

Films to look forward 
to this Eid

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK 

Two Shakib Khan-starrer films, 
“Golui” and “Bidrohi”, will be 
released this Eid-Ul-Fitr. The 
makers have already finalised the 
screenings with 15 halls and are in 
talks with 20 more theatres across 

the nation. His film, “Antaratma” 
is also awaiting release. 
On the other hand, after 

postponing the release a couple of 
times, M Raahim’s “Shaan” is finally set to hit 
the theatres this Eid. The hall bookings for this 
production is already in progress. 

Six halls have already booked their slots 
for “Shaan”. They are: Shyamoli (Dhaka), 
Shapla (Rangpur), Chandrima (Ashulia), Nabin 
(Manikganj), Shankha (Khulna), and Chayabani 
(Mymensingh).

Kareena to make 
OTT debut with 
Sujoy Ghosh’s 
Netflix film
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

Kareena Kapoor is set to make her OTT 
debut with a Sujoy Ghosh directorial. The 
Netflix original film will also feature actors 
Jaideep Ahlawat and Vijay Varma.

The murder mystery is 
based on “The Devotion of 
Suspect X”, a 2005 Japanese 
bestseller. The title of 
the project is yet to be 
announced.

Reportedly, shooting 
for the production is 
expected to begin from 
this month.

City
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EXCAVATION WORK

Tk 23cr washed back into rivers!
S DILIP ROY

Over Tk 23 crore was spent only last 
year to excavate a 65-kilometre stretch 
of rivers and canals in five upazilas of 
Lalmonirhat. But most of the excavated 
earth, piled up on its side, has already 
made it back to the rivers and canals 
obstructing water flows.

Bangladesh Water Development 
Board’s (BWDB) small river and canal 
re-excavation project was completed 
in the district in June last year, but 
the project has not been to reach its 
desired goal. 

The rivers and canals constricted by 
washed down earth that had been piled 
up on the banks and the beds are silted 
up again -- thanks to unplanned and-
unmanaged dumping of the excavated 
earth by the BWDB, locals alleged.

In many places, there is no water flow 
in the re-excavated rivers and canals.

According to the BWDB officials, 
the government allocated Tk 39 crore 2 
lakh and 71 thousand for re-excavation 
of a 98,100-metre stretch of small 
rivers and canals in five upazilas. The 
work order of Tk 35 crore 43 lakh 12 
thousand was given to contractors. The 
project was expired in June last year. 

During the project period about 
65-km rivers and canals have been 
re-excavated which is 66 per cent of 
the work. It has cost 23 crores 37 lakh 
4 thousand and 195. While Tk 15 crore 
65 lakh 66 thousand and 805 has been 
sent back leaving 44 per cent of work 
unfinished due to the expiration of the 
project. Under this project, Sati river, 
Vateshwari river, Swarnamati river, 
Hasmara canal and Sutidhar Pankauri 

canal were re-excavated. Although 
Sakoya canal was on the list, no work 
was done on this canal. 

Nazrul Islam, a farmer from Bhadai 
village in Aditmari upazila, said re-
excavation of Swarnamati river was 
done but it was of no help to them. The 
excavated earth piled on the bank has 
already made it back to the rivers and 
canals obstructing water flows.

 This would not have happened 
if the river bank had been fortified 
properly with the excavated earth as 
planned, he said. 

Safiar Rahman, a farmer from 
Chalbala village in Kaliganj upazila, 
said the Vateshwari river has been 
re-excavated but it remains the same. 
Although the soil was lifted from the 
riverbed, the river has filled up again. 

There is no water flow in the river, he 

said. 
However, Mizanur Rahman, 

executive engineer of Lalmonirhat 
Water Development Board, said the 
work was done properly. The contractor 
could not work fully due to obstruction 
by the landowners along the rivers and 
canals. If the project were completed 
as per the design, the locals could be 
benefited from these rivers and canals. 

“Contractors have been billed for the 
amount of work they have done. Our 
senior officials came to the field and 
inspected it and allowed us to pay the 
bill,” he said adding, “It was not possible 
to re-excavate the Sakoya canal because 
the locals did not allow the contractor 
to use their land.”   “I have refunded 
the money to the government leaving 
the work unfinished as the project was 
expired,” he said.

The river Sati got back to its old shape less than a year into excavation. The photo was taken from Sarpukur union of Aditmari upazila. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY

Kushtia dam 
collapses again
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia 

About 100-metre of Rabindra Kuthibari 
protection embankment on the Padma river in 
Kushtia has collapsed. 

This is the second time the embankment has 
gone into the Padma since its construction. 

In 2016, the 3.72-km-long embankment 
named ‘Rabindra Kuthibari Conservation Dam 
Project’ was constructed in Shilaidaha at a cost 
of Tk 176 crore. 

Sources said within two months of the 
completion, 150 metres of the dam in Kaloa area 
was washed away by the river in 2016. Later, the 
broken part was built. 

According to the Water Development 
Board (WDB), this time crack appeared on the 
embankment in Komarkandi area on March 1 and 
it collapsed at the same night. 

After visiting the area on Wednesday, it was 
seen that the part above the embankment has 
gone up to 100 meters along with the soil. 

Afshar Uddin, executive engineer at WDB in 
Kushtia, said such incidents could happen if holes 
develop on the top of the dam after the rains. 

He said he is aware of the matter and has 
already informed the higher authorities. A team 
from Dhaka will visit the spot soon.  There would 

be no problem if 
the repair works 
were carried 
out before the 
monsoon, he 
added.  

Local WDB 
authorities 
said initiative 
to construct 
the dam was 
very important 
to protect 
the historic 
Kuthibari in 

Shilaidaha where great poet Rabindranath Tagore 
penned some of his most memorable, as it had 
been at risk of the river erosion. 

The government gave priority for construction 
of a concrete embankment to protect the 
property besides homes, business establishments 
and farmlands of around 21 villages under two 
unions of Kushtia’s Kumarkhali upazila. 

A vast hectares of farmland were lost to the 
river. Educational, government and private 
institutions and religious sites were also under 
erosion threat. 

Bangladesh Army and Bangladesh Diesel Plant 
Limited jointly carried out the construction work 
of the embankment in September 2016.

PHOTO: STAR
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PHOTO: AFP

Anti-war protester holds a placard during a demonstration against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in front of the Nato headquarters in Brussels yesterday, as Nato Defence 
Ministers hold a meeting over the war in Ukraine. The photo in the placard shows an injured pregnant woman being evacuated from a maternity hospital after it was shelled 
in Mariupol, Ukraine, on March 9, 2022. American media later reported that the woman along with her baby died despite being rushed to another hospital.  

AFP, Kabul

The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine must not make the 
world forget Afghanistan, 
the UN refugee chief said late 
on Tuesday, warning that 
ignoring its humanitarian 
needs could be very risky.

UNHCR chief Filippo 
Grandi, who is on a four-day 
visit to Afghanistan, said the 
international community 
must continue to engage 
with the Taliban authorities 
as Afghanistan desperately 
needs humanitarian 
assistance.

“The whole attention of 
the world at the moment is 
focussed on Ukraine,” Grandi, 
the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, told AFP at a 
UN compound in the Afghan 
capital.

“But my message coming 
here is, don’t forget the other 
situations, where attention 
and resources are needed and 
Afghanistan is one of them.

“The risks of distraction 
are very high, very high ... 
Humanitarian assistance has to 
flow no matter how many other 
crises compete with Afghanistan 
around the world.”

Donor countries, UN agencies 
and Afghan civil society are 
set to take part in an online 
fund raising event this month. 
The summit would focus on 
delivering food, shelter and 
health services, particularly for 
women and girls.

The United Nations and other 
global aid agencies have said that 
more than half of Afghanistan’s 
38 million people are facing 
hunger this winter.

In January, the UN made 
its biggest-ever single-country 
aid appeal, calling for $5 
billion to avert a humanitarian 
catastrophe.

But Grandi said that the war 
in Ukraine has already started to 

make it difficult to raise funds 
for Afghanistan. The UNHCR 
itself had made an appeal of 
$340 million for Afghanistan for 
2022 but so far has managed to 
raise only about $100 million, 
he said.

Since the Taliban stormed 
back to power, about 200,000 
internally displaced people have 
also returned to their homes 
thanks to improved security, he 
said.

And if the Taliban continue 
to make progress on issues 
like women’s rights, then 
steady international aid will 
also continue to come to 
Afghanistan, Grandi added.

World must not 
forget Afghans

Says UN refugee chief amid Ukraine war, warns ignoring 
their humanitarian needs could be very risky

Ukraine won’t 
join Nato

Concedes Zelensky after 
repeated call for a no-fly zone

AGENCIES

Volodymyr Zelensky has said Ukraine should accept it 
will not become a member of Nato, hinting at a potential 
key concession to Russia, which demanded such a 
guarantee before launching its deadly invasion three 
weeks ago.

Speaking to military officials of the UK-led joint 
expeditionary force in a video message on Tuesday, the 
Ukrainian president, who has won plaudits around the 
world for his conduct during the war, said it was a “truth” 
that it would not join the military alliance.

“Ukraine is not a member of Nato. 
We understand that. We have heard 
for years that the doors were 
open, but we also heard that 
we could not join. It’s a truth 
and it must be recognised,” 
Zelensky said.

On the eve of war, Russian 
president Vladimir Putin 
demanded assurances that 
Ukraine would never become 
a Nato member. Moscow has 
repeated the demand since 
its troops entered Ukraine and 
also called on Kyiv to sign a neutrality 
agreement and recognise the independence of pro-
Russian republics in the east of the country. Some 
though have argued that Russia’s Nato demand was a 
pretext for invasion.

Ukraine has consistently asked for Nato protection 
during the war, notably in the form of a no-fly zone, but 
this was the first time Zelensky has conceded that Kyiv 
will not join the alliance.

Zelensky in an impassioned address to Canada’s 
parliament on Tuesday doubled down on his plea for a 
no-fly zone, asking lawmakers to imagine their own cities 
being bombed at an appalling human cost.

IMPACT OF COVID ON SOUTHEAST ASIA

4.7m more plunge 
into extreme poverty
ADB urges govts to take steps to boost growth
REUTERS

The pandemic added 4.7 million more 
people to Southeast Asia’s most extreme 
poor in 2021, reversing gains made in 
fighting poverty, the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) said yesterday, while 
urging governments to take 
steps to boost economic 
growth.

The number of 
people in extreme 
poverty - defined as 
those living on less 
than $1.90 a day 
- was 24.3 million 
last year, or 3.7% 
of Southeast Asia’s 
collective 650 
million population, 
the ADB said in a 
report.

Before the pandemic, 
figures for those in extreme 
poverty in Southeast Asia had been 
on the decline, with 14.9 million in 2019, 
down from 18 million in 2018 and 21.2 
million in 2017.

“The pandemic has led to widespread 
unemployment, worsening inequality, 
and rising poverty levels, especially 
among women, younger workers, and 

the elderly in Southeast Asia,” said ADB 
President Masatsugu Asakawa.

Asakawa urged governments to 
improve health systems, streamline 
regulations to boost business 
competitiveness, invest in smart, 

green infrastructure and adopt 
technology to speed up 

growth.
The ADB said there 

were 9.3 million fewer 
employed workers 
in Southeast Asia 
in 2021 as Covid-19 
curbs reduced 
economic activity, 
leaving millions 
without work. 

Its 2021 
growth forecast for 

Southeast Asia was 
3.0%. The region was 

projected to grow 5.1% 
this year but the Omicron 

Covid-19 variant could cut its growth 
outlook by as much as 0.8 percentage 
points if it spreads further and triggers 
supply and demand shocks, the ADB 
said.

The 2022 projection had yet to take 
into account the economic impact of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

‘He is in 100 
percent danger’
Key ally says Pak PM’s 
coalition may not survive
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Imran Khan is in danger 
of losing his coalition 
partners in a no-
confidence vote sought by 
the opposition, a key ally 
has said, flagging a “tilt” by 
his partners in government 
towards their opponents.

The threat of political turmoil 
in the nuclear-armed nation is growing as the 
opposition looks to oust the cricketer-turned-
politician in a vote that could come as soon as this 
month.

“He is in 100% danger,” Pervaiz Elahi, the head 
of one of the four parties, ,which has 20 seats in 
the lower house of the parliamnet, in Khan’s ruling 
coalition, told a news channel on Tuesday.

“They all have got a tilt toward opposition,” the 
veteran politician added. Without them, Khan’s 
party, which has 155 seats in the lower house, would 
fall short of the 172 needed to retain power. No 
Pakistani PM has ever completed his term in office. 

The joint opposition consists of major parties 
has a strength of nearly 163 in the lower house. The 
opposition and political analysts say Khan has fallen 
out with powerful military whose support they see 
as critical for any political party to attain power 
in the way the former cricket star’s upstart party 
did four years ago. Khan and the military deny the 
accusations.

WAR IN UKRAINE

Developments
AFP, Kyiv

UKRAINE REJECTS NEUTRALITY
Ukraine rejects proposals put forward by Russia 
during peace talks for it to become neutral, 
like Austria or Sweden. A Ukrainian negotiator 
stressed the country was at war with Russia 
and called on Ukraine’s allies to underwrite its 
security. In the past 48 hours, Ukrainian officials 
have sounded more positive about the chances 
of a peace deal while warning that significant 
differences remain.

ZELENSKY TO ADDRESS CONGRESS
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has 
appealed Nato to ramp up pressure on Russia 
during a landmark speech to the US Congress 
by video link. Zelensky repeated his calls for the 
imposition of a no-fly zone over his country. US 
President Joe Biden is set to announce $800 
million in new security assistance to Ukraine.

EUROPEAN LEADERS RETURN
A trio of leaders from Poland, the Czech Republic 

and Slovenia, who 
braved bombardments 
to travel to Kyiv to meet 
Zelensky, arrive back 
in Poland. During the 
visit, Poland called for 
Nato peacekeepers to be 
deployed in Ukraine.

PAYMENT DAY FOR 
RUSSIA

Russia is due to make an interest payment 
on its foreign debt as Western sanctions over 
the Ukraine conflict have raised concerns that 
Moscow could default. Moscow is due to pay $117 
million on two dollar-denominated bonds. It says 
it will service its debt in rubles.

FIVE JOURNALISTS KILLED
A French-Irish cameraman for Fox News and 
a Ukrainian working as a producer for the US 
television network have been killed in fighting 
near Kyiv, Fox News says. Two other Ukrainian 
journalists, as well as a US documentary 
filmmaker, have also been killed.

20,000 LEAVE MARIUPOL
Around 20,000 people manage to leave the 
besieged port city of Mariupol by driving along 
a humanitarian corridor agreed with Russian 
forces, a Ukrainian presidential aide says.

TV PROTESTER FINED, RELEASED
Marina Ovsyannikova, the journalist who 
protested against the conflict during a prime-time 
news broadcast on Russian state television, is fined 
and released. A Moscow court ordered her to pay a 
fine of 30,000 rubles ($280) after she barged onto 
the set of Russia’s most-watched evening news 
broadcast holding a poster reading “No War”.

SANCTIONS ON BIDEN, TRUDEAU
Russia’s foreign ministry announced sanctions 
on US President Joe Biden and Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau alongside several 
officials in a reciprocal response to Western 
measures. The measures, also applied to US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin. 

97 CHILDREN KILLED
Ninety-seven Ukrainian 
children have died since 
the invasion began, 
Zelensky tells Canadian 
lawmakers. He renews 
his calls for a no-fly zone 
over Ukraine to “stop the 
bombing”. Nato allies, 
including Canada, have 
rejected the proposal.

RUSSIA QUITS COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
Russia on Tuesday quit the Council of Europe, 
the continent’s leading human rights watchdog, 
pre-empting an expected expulsion over its attack 
on neighbour Ukraine. Russia is only the second 
country after Greece to leave the pan-European 
group tasked with upholding human rights and 
the rule of law since its formation after WWII.
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Ensure blunder-
free distribution 
of Family Cards 
We don’t need another 
botched govt relief 
programme for the poor

W
e welcome the government’s decision to sell 
a number of essential goods at subsidised 
prices to 8.8 million selected low-income 

families, and the fact that the beneficiaries will be 
given “Family Cards,” which will make them eligible for 
their purchase. We hope this will negate the purchase 
of these goods by unscrupulous groups with the 
intention of reselling them at higher prices in the open 
market—as has reportedly happened before—and thus 
denying low-income families, who actually need it, of 
the benefit. Prices of daily essentials have been rising 
unabatedly for months now. As reported in the media, 
prices of certain essential goods have reached record 
highs. These price hikes are making life extremely 
difficult for low- and middle-income groups, who have 
already been hit hard due to the economic downturn 
brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic.

While we fully support the government’s decision 
to distribute Family Cards, which will allow people 
to buy commodities at low prices from the Trading 
Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB), we can’t help but 
feel somewhat apprehensive, given the track record 
of previous such programmes. On numerous past 
occasions, we have seen government relief programmes 
getting mired in corruption. Although the distribution 
of Family Cards is intended to check some of the 
graft, it can only work if the selection and distribution 
processes themselves are kept free from corruption, 
which is a tall order. It will require strict government 
supervision to avoid political favouritism and ensure 
transparency in the process of preparing the beneficiary 
list. In line with that, experts have time and again 
warned against handing such programmes to political 
leaders, as that has often led to the poor being deprived 
of their benefits. Thus, the local administration should 
create their own database of individuals who should be 
eligible to receive the cards.

Moreover, during previous relief distributions, 
we have often witnessed long lines and chaos due to 
mismanagement and other issues. This time around, 
the government should take measures beforehand to 
avoid such problems.

If the government can properly make these 
arrangements, they would definitely help the people 
that are suffering. At the same time, it needs to try 
harder to bring the prices of essential goods under 
control, as that is the only real feasible long-term 
solution to this crisis.

The sad saga of 
a river named 
Sutki
Authorities must intervene 
to reclaim its lost identity

I
t is unfortunate that, in Bangladesh, greedy humans 
can take possession of public properties through 
forging documents or resorting to other dubious 

means without much repercussions. Such is the case 
of a small river called Sutki in Habiganj district, which 
is being claimed by a local family as their personal 
property. The genealogy of ownership of the river 
and subsequent court battles of nearly 50 years have 
been chronicled elaborately in this daily. The report 
has brought to light the clever machinations of some 
influential people, who continue to claim ownership 
of the Sutki River with fabricated documents for 
generations.

It was clearly evident from the papers in the local 
land office that the water body was recorded as a 
river, which means it was a government property. The 
local administration also confirmed that the land 
was not private property. Even when shown these 
documents, those claiming the ownership refuse to 
acknowledge that Sutki is a river; instead, they call it a 
“water reservoir,” which their ancestors apparently dug 
centuries ago for irrigation.

It is distressing to learn that one family continues 
to deprive thousands of people of the locality from 
accessing the resources of the river. The big question 
that arises is: How could a single family have claimed 
ownership of a public property for decades? Who aided 
and abetted them in the process?

It is surprising, indeed, that the ownership of the 
river has changed hands a number of times through 
court battles, and it still remains unsettled because of 
various legal bottlenecks. We have the uneasy feeling 
that the root of the problem lies at the local land 
office, where century-old records are kept for future 
use. According to the Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon’s 
Habiganj unit, the government is yet to win the legal 
battle due to the negligence of government prosecutors 
who failed to produce the relevant documents before 
the court. 

The whole story smacks of corruption at a very high 
level, which is making it difficult to reach a solution. 
We hope the ministry concerned would now intervene 
to give back Sutki its legal identity. It is unacceptable 
that a river should be held hostage to a family’s greed 
and corruption.

I
NTERNATIONAL migration plays a 
significantly large role in our economy. 
One in 10 Bangladeshi workers is 

currently migrant, and at least a quarter 
of the country’s population indirectly 
depends on migrants’ income. The sector 
is also responsible for absorbing a lion’s 
share of new entrants into the workforce: 
1.6 million youths enter the labour market 
each year; meanwhile, the annual number 
of outbound migrants has been upwards 
of 500,000 since 2016.

The Covid-19 pandemic has triggered 
severe disruptions in the migration 
sector. The onset of the pandemic in 2020 
caused economic activities across the 
world to come to a halt. As a result, more 
than 400,000 Bangladeshi migrants were 
forced to return home in 2020, according 
to the International Organization of 
Migration (IOM) estimates. Given that 
migrants are often the sole breadwinners 
and that their households are dependent 
on remittances, this abrupt termination 
has disrupted their economic stability, 
with long-term ramifications for their 
families. Curiously, while the other key 
sector of our economy, the RMG industry, 
has received major limelight during 
the Covid-induced crises, the plight 
of returnee migrants has gotten scant 
attention in popular discourse and policy 
response.

Migrant households usually fare 
better economically than others, but a 
research commissioned by the UN found 
that, during the initial Covid lockdown, 
consumption and expenditure in 
migrant households across the country 
were comparatively lower than their 
non-migrant counterparts—a direct 
repercussion of the overreliance on 
remittances to meet household needs. 
Surveys conducted by Brac indicate that 
over half of the returnees remained 
unemployed and in urgent need of work 
even 14 months after the initial influx.

Besides the economic fallout, the 
pandemic had deep psychosocial impacts 
on the returnee migrants and their 
families, too.

Employment overseas, particularly 
for poor families, is often deemed a 
ticket to a prosperous future. Individuals 
invest a considerable amount of fortune 
to migrate abroad. However, the cost 
of migration in Bangladesh is steep, 
compared to countries like India, Nepal, 
and Pakistan, due to a host of governance 
failures along the recruitment chain. 
Migration, therefore, frequently entails 
liquidating generational assets like land 
or depleting lifetime family savings. Given 
that most overseas workers end up in 
unskilled jobs with relatively low wages, it 
takes a considerable number of years to 
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Our 
international 

migrants, 
who make 
a sizeable 

contribution 
to our 

economic 
growth, 

deserve more 
support and 

protection 
from the 

government. 

recoup the large upfront investment.
We can only imagine the failure of such 

high-risk endeavours on the aspirations 
and hopes of individuals and the anxiety 
it likely ensues. This trouble was only 
compounded with the added layer of 
pandemic-induced complexity. In the 
initial panic of Covid, migrants were often 
regarded as “Covid-carriers,” ostracised by 

their communities and shunned by their 
friends and families.

This unprecedented influx of migrants 
and the consequent crisis resulted in 
some emergency measures by both NGOs 
and the government. The central thrust 
of such initiatives was to reintegrate 
migrants to the domestic economy. Most 
prominent of these initiatives is a Tk-
700-crore investment scheme established 
by the government to provide collateral-
free soft loans to the returnee migrants. 
Additionally, with funding from the 
World Bank, the government is providing 
Tk 13,500 each to 200,000 migrants. 
Brac has also been proactive in assisting 
returnees via cash transfers, skills 
training, and psychosocial counselling. 
While such measures are laudable and 
urgently required for emergency relief, 
a sustainable reintegration strategy is 
pivotal for the long-term rehabilitation of 
returnees.

It has been two years since hundreds 
of thousands of migrants returned home 
due to the pandemic. As the onslaught 
of return ebbs, perhaps it’s time to take 
stock not only to optimise the present 
response, but also to equip for the future 
in the event that such an influx reoccurs.

In discussions with experts, several 
themes repeatedly emerged.

First, given our resource constraints, 
it is not practical to provide continuous 
assistance to all returnees. Nonetheless, 
we can be more efficient with our existing 
resources. This includes improved 
targeting of beneficiaries, as well as 
providing assistance tailored to individual 
profiles. Establishment of a returnee 
database is critical to this end—which 

should not be a challenge, since migrants 
register at the ports of entry during 
exit and arrival. The challenge here is 
one of data governance at airports and 
coordination across relevant ministries 
and departments.

Second, the pandemic is likely to 
have worsened the already challenging 
situation of labour rights violations 

that are ubiquitous to migrants in 
gulf countries—from unpaid wages 
to abrupt termination of contracts. A 
proper grievance mechanism to mediate 
labour disputes is long overdue. The 
government’s unilateral actions, e.g. 
strengthening the labour attaches, would 
go only so far in resolving this issue. The 
daunting challenge of labour rights would 
require a multilateral and transnational 
approach, not only between migrants’ 
home and host countries, but also 
between major global powers. This agenda 
needs to be linked with the broader global 
agenda on preventing modern-day slavery 
and human trafficking.

The silver lining to every crisis is that it 
gives an opportunity to learn and radically 
rethink conventional approaches. Until 
now, the focus of overseas employment 
in Bangladesh has been a relentless 
search for new labour markets and higher 
remittances. Perhaps now the time is ripe 
to seriously contemplate repatriation and 
reintegration as a strategic pillar for the 
migration sector. This applies not only to 
those involuntarily deported due to Covid, 
but also to those who have completed the 
natural cycle of migration and returned 
home. We have been sending workers 
overseas for over two decades now. Our 
nation is no longer a new entrant to 
the international labour market. As the 
migration sector in Bangladesh ages, a 
structural and comprehensive national 
reintegration plan becomes all the more 
pressing. Until now, our predominant 
focus has been on only half the story—
sending migrants away. But it’s high time 
we focused on the other half—making 
migrants feel at home when they’re back.

If war wins, climate action loses

T
HE Ukraine war is a tragedy of 
tragedies, catastrophic for the 
Ukrainian people, a disaster for the 

global economy and a real setback for 
global peace and stability. The emotional 
fog of war is such that most commentary 
is about who wins, who loses and who is 
right or wrong. The inconvenient truth 
is that perhaps we will all lose, with little 
upside unless we start de-escalating 
everything.  

The war has swept aside concerns 
about the pandemic, with intense focus 
on how to defeat the enemy. The speed 
and ferocity of the war caught almost 
everyone by surprise, so we have few clear-
headed assessments of comprehensive 
short- and long-term implications on 
the global economy, finance, trade and 
development. Those who care about 
climate warming, as I do, would like to 
ponder what the war means for the fragile 
agreement on climate action decided in 
the Glasgow COP26 last November.

With the return of great power conflict 
in 2014 and the eruption of the Ukraine 
war this year, the world’s attention will 
be diverted from climate change towards 
preparing for war.

Make no mistake, there is a direct 
connection between military spending 
and carbon emissions. The US accounted 
for 24 percent of total NATO military 
spending in 2021, or an estimated 
USD 811 billion. The Brown University 
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Watson School of International & 
Public Affairs estimates that the US 
Department of Defense is “the world’s 
largest institutional user of petroleum 
and correspondingly, the single largest 
institutional producer of greenhouse 
gases (GHG) in the world. In 2017, 
for example, the Pentagon’s total 
greenhouse gas emissions (installations 
and operations) were greater than the 
greenhouse gas emissions of entire 
industrialised countries, such as Sweden, 
Denmark and Portugal.”

In short, increased defence 
expenditure will accelerate energy and 
non-renewable material consumption, 
absorb the best talents in war efforts, 
increase carbon emissions, thus diverting 
scarce resources away from climate 
action. 

How urgent is the climate disaster? 
The UN Secretary General called 2021 
the “make it or break it year” for global 
climate action. He quoted scientists to say 
the world must cut global emissions by 
45 percent by 2030, compared with 2010 
levels, to avoid the most catastrophic 
impacts of climate change. 

Instead, for 2022 alone, the UN has 
estimated that it will need USD 1.7 billion 
to support and provide essential supplies 
and services for people in Ukraine, 
including an anticipated four million 
Ukrainian refugees.

We have been witnessing bushfires in 
California and Australia, flash floods in 
India and Indonesia, volcanic eruptions 
and earthquakes that are unprecedented 
in scale and intensity. 

On top of all this, Russia accounted 
for 10 percent of world oil supply gas 
output and 26 percent of world wheat 
production. The price of oil has risen to 
just under USD 139 per barrel, and wheat, 
grain and palm oil prices are at record 

highs. Countries that were hoping to cut 
fuel subsidies will now have to cushion 
energy shocks, whilst coping with higher 
defence expenditure and increasing 
social spending to alleviate rising poverty 
already worsened by the pandemic. All 
these in the midst of surging inflation 
and slowing global trade, disrupted by 
supply chain choke points and war.

In 2021, the World Scientists’ Warnings 
into Action, Local to Global, signaled 
a global Climate Emergency in energy, 
atmospheric pollutants, nature, food, 
population and economy. Unfortunately, 
war has torpedoed collaborative efforts 
because political stability is being 
disrupted.

We need to be realistic that the 17 
UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) are very high-level goals requiring 
detailed design, implementation and 
action on hundreds of thousands of 
Environmental, Social and Governance 
(ESG) projects and programmes at local 
levels. Most emerging markets lack 
the talent, funding and capacity to 
implement these effectively. It is easy 
to call for a “Global Marshall Plan” for 
civilisation. But with war, it is likely that 
Europe will prioritise a Marshall plan for 
restoration of the Ukrainian economy 
first. Who will fund the Climate Action 
by developing countries in Africa and 
developing Asia and Latin America?

Like all crises, war has divided the 
world into those who are rich and 
protected, and those who are poor, 
vulnerable and insecure. This is no longer 
a zero-sum game, but a vicious downward 
spiral of conflict, failing governance and 
climate-driven natural disasters.

Before the war gets too hot, we need 
cool heads and warm hearts to reflect 
why we need de-escalation for peace and 
the existential survival of all humanity.
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ACROSS
1 — nova (1960s 
dance)
6 Boars’ mates
10 Accepted 
truth
11 Franc 
replacers
13 “The Lion 
King” hero
14 Warble
15 Marrying 
words 
16 Letter after 
sigma
18 Even score
19 Table 
decoration
22 Wish undone 
23 Sink problem
24 Programming 
pro
27 Work breaks 
28 Opera solo 

29 Pod veggie
30 Bourgeoisie
35 Poker prize 
36 Sense of self
37 Mouth part
38 “My Fair 
Lady” lady
40 River of 
France 
42 Evil spirit 
43 Tango or trot 
44 Beholds 
45 Spirited 
horse   

DOWN
1 Rudimentary
2 Rust 
compound 
3 “Graceland” 
singer
4 Cry loudly
5 No pro
6 Party prep

7 Owned by us 
8 Authors
9 Ask for 
12 Sacks out 
17 “Roses — red”
20 Tire feature
21 Perfect
24 Slept in a tent 
25 Baltimore 
team
26 Served a 
sentence 
27 Files 
29 Coat rack 
part
31 Inclines 
32 Without 
others
33 Subsequently
34 Velocity
39 Tony winner 
Caldwell
41 Bowler, for 
one

suppress it will be bad for the country. 
Our ruling class is going to make the 
mistake… By the time they come to realise 
that they are making a mistake, there will 
be no more time left.” (Rahman, 2018, 
“The Prison Diaries,” Pg 141). It took only 
five years for Bangabandhu’s prophecy to 
come true. 

Referring to the Cabinet Mission Plan, 
Bangabandhu stressed that limiting 
the responsibilities and powers of the 
central government did not necessarily 
make a nation weak. Rather, it provides 
an opportunity to build efficient and 
strong provinces that make a federation. 
Bangabandhu reiterated his belief that 
“... what makes a federation strong is not 
heaps of subjects under it [the central 
government]. A federation becomes 
strong by loyalty and affection... The 
happy and strong people represented 
through efficient and strong units 
[provinces] that make the federation are 
the real source of its strength.” (Rahman, 
2018, “The Prison Diaries,” Pg 328-329). 
In convincing the people of West Pakistan 
about the necessity of limiting the role of 
the central government, Bangabandhu 
stated his antithesis: unity in diversity.

However, the government of Pakistan 
as well as the political parties in West 
Pakistan perceived things differently. 
They were of the opinion that having 
two subjects (defence and foreign affairs) 
would make the central government weak. 
For them, a weak central government 
meant a weak Pakistan. 

Moving from one economy to two

The second trait of the Six-Point 
Programme related to economic 
management, as indicated by Points 3, 4, 
5, and 6. In brief, they were: there shall be 
separate but freely convertible currencies 
for each wing, or should a single currency 
be used, there should be means to prevent 
the transfer of resources from one wing 
to the other (Point 3); the fiscal policy 
would be vested in the provinces (Point 4); 
separate accounts would be maintained 
for the foreign exchange earnings of each 
province (Point 5); and each province 
should be permitted to raise and maintain 
a militia (Point 6).

To assess the essence of the economic 
traits of Six Points, it is necessary to 
evaluate the extent of exploitation 
East Pakistan suffered in the hands of 
the rulers based in West Pakistan, and 

to comprehend the level of economic 
disparities that were generated between 
East and West Pakistan between 1947 and 
1970. 

Between 1950 and 1970, Pakistan 
was a significant recipient of foreign 
economic assistance that had contributed 
immensely to the industrialisation and 
economic growth of the western part of 
the nation. This was primarily due to the 
allocation of disproportionately higher 
resources to West Pakistan. Between 1950 
and 1970, West Pakistan’s share of both 
development and revenue expenditure 
was 60 percent higher than that of 
East Pakistan (Planning Commission, 
Government of Pakistan, July 1970, 
Report of the Advisory Panel for the 
Fourth Five-Year Plan). As a result, the 
growth between the two provinces was 
imbalanced, which contributed to the 
disparity in per capita income between 
them. 

The differences in other indices such 
as per capita consumption of essentials, 
healthcare, education, and housing 
facilities were even more deplorable. 
Furthermore, in the 50s and 60s, a 
sizeable net transfer of resources had 
taken place from East Pakistan to West 
Pakistan. Even after providing enough 
allowance for the undervaluation of 
foreign exchange in terms of the Pakistani 
currency, the total transfer from East 
to West between 1948 and 1969 was 
estimated to be 31 billion rupees, or USD 
2.6 billion (at the scarcity value of 11.90 
rupees to the dollar, instead of the official 
rate of 4.76 rupees to the dollar) (Khan, 
1972, “March Movement of Bangladesh: 
Bengali Struggle for Political Power.”The 
Indian Journal of Political Science, Pg 
33, 3, 291–322). Highlighting the extent 
of exploitation, Bangabandhu noted “... 
although East Pakistan earned the bulk of 
foreign exchange after independence, 80 
percent of the foreign exchange was spent 
in West Pakistan” (1970, March 2, The 
Morning News).

Since “the growth of inequality in 
Pakistan was not the unintended or 
unconscious by-product of Pakistan’s 
development strategy, Pakistan’s 
policymakers actively pursued policies 
which promoted inequality” (Islam, March 
1972, “Foreign Assistance and Economic 
Development: The Case of Pakistan,”The 
Economic Journal, Pg 519), but the 
consequent economic disparity was not 
acknowledged either by the policymakers 
or by the civil society of West Pakistan. 

Under these prevailing economic 
fundamentals, Bangabandhu came 
up with his Six-Point Programme. He 
understood that the only way to realise 
the fair share of economic and political 
power was by limiting the responsibilities 
and power of the central government of 
Pakistan. Therefore, firstly, his Six-Point 
Programme logically and systematically 
challenged the political and economic 
monopoly of West Pakistan. Secondly, if 
implemented, the export earnings of East 
Pakistan would no longer be funnelled 
to fuel the economic growth of West 
Pakistan. Thirdly, foreign aid would no 
longer be monopolised. Fourthly, East 
Pakistan would no longer remain a 
captive market for the surplus industrial 
output of West Pakistan. 

In other words, through the 
execution of the Six-Point Programme, 
Bangabandhu had aimed to transform the 
“One Country, One Economy” framework 
of Pakistan to a two-economies-based 
framework, and to realise the ultimate 
political goal of nationhood for the 
Bengali people. With the emergence 
of the two-economy theory through 
Bangabandhu’s Six-Point Programme, the 
world witnessed the potential demise of 
the two-nation theory.
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O
UR independence was not 
accomplished overnight; the 
path to the freedom struggle was 

not smooth. Through carefully crafted 
political strategies and their appropriate 
implementation, Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman gradually 
took the Bengali nation to the goal of 
independence. The historic Six-Point 
Programme was one such strategy.

There are two distinct traits of the 
Six-Point Programme. One relates to the 
state’s politico-administrative structure; 
the other is economic. However, one 
is complementary to the other: the 
economic feature was the focus, and the 
political trait was the ultimate goal.

Reactions to Six Points

Bangabandhu presented the Six-Point 
Programme at an all-party roundtable 
meeting in Lahore in February 1966. 
Whatever the political motive might 
have been behind the implementation of 
the Six-Point Programme, strategically 
Bangabandhu put the focus on the 
economic disparity between East and 
West Pakistan, and emphasised the idea 
of a federation of the two provinces as its 
solution. 

Bringing the economic side to the 
fore was a formidable strategy. One must 
realise that the Awami League was still 

operating within the political structure 
of Pakistan. Bangabandhu knew very 
well that one wrong move at such a 
time would turn a legitimate people’s 
movement into a separatist move by the 
ruling class.

That is exactly what happened. Despite 
providing a detailed explanation of the 
Six-Point Programme’s importance to 
the economy of East Pakistan, the ruling 
class of Pakistan and the political parties 
of West Pakistan didn’t comprehend 
the prevailing economic inequalities 
between East and West Pakistan; they 
only saw the Six-Point Programme as a 
separatist agenda. For example, the then 
Pakistan President Ayub Khan reacted 

negatively by commenting that the six-
point formula was a “secessionist move,” 
and he threatened to resist with a strong 
hand if necessary. At the convention of 
his political party, the Pakistan Muslim 
League, held in Dhaka in March 1966, he 
warned the people of East Pakistan, “If 
necessary, the government of Pakistan 
will use the ‘language of weapon’ against 
those elements who talk of the Six-Point 
Programme” (Ahmed, 1991, “Bangladesh: 
Constitutional Quest for Autonomy 
1950-1971,” Pg 87).

Like Ayub Khan, General Yahya Khan 
also branded the Six-Point Programme 
as “nothing more than an unjust plan to 
divide the country” (Zaheer, 1994, “The 
Separation of East Pakistan,” Pg 127). At 
that time, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s People’s 
Party of Pakistan (PPP) was the main 
political party in West Pakistan. Bhutto 
always alleged that the six points were 
tabled due to India’s manipulation. He 
wrote in a book published during the 
Liberation War about what he saw as a “... 
well and long-planned conspiracy with 
India that came to light after 25th [of 
March 1971]” (Bhutto, 1971, “The Great 
Tragedy,” Pg 57). 

Political implications of Six Points

The first two points of the Six-Point 
Programme stated that Pakistan 
should be formed as a federation with a 
parliamentary system of government. The 
federal government would deal only with 
the subjects of defence and foreign affairs; 
all other residuary subjects would be in 
the hands of the provinces.

The objective of Point 1 was to 
replace the Basic Democracy system 
introduced by General Ayub Khan with 
a directly elected parliamentary system 
of government. After coming to power 

through a military coup in 1958, General 
Ayub Khan introduced an electoral system 
called “Basic Democracy.” Regrettably, 
it was neither basic nor democratic. 
The system simply did not follow key 
principles of democratic rule. It was a top-
down model designed by the military and 
its chief, and founded on a hierarchy of 
local councils whose work was very closely 
intertwined with that of the bureaucracy 
at the local level.

In his second memoir “The Prison 
Diaries,” Bangabandhu warned the ruling 
class of Pakistan about its stance and 
declared, “[It] is a demand that is a matter 
of life or death for East Pakistan. It cannot 
be suppressed forcibly. Attempting to 
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SHEHRIN HOSSAIN

Following my completion of Sally Rooney’s 
first two novels, I had this sense of liking 
her books despite myself. With vague, 
untraceable annoyance, I kept reading 
reviews and essays about Rooney’s books, 
her economic yet emotive style, her being 
the “Salinger of the Snapchat generation” 
(read: a largely misguided summation and 
gross oversimplification of her relatability 
to Millennials) and, to no small degree, 
her celebrity status. I re-read passages in 
her books I had highlighted, spending too 
much time striking out or extending the 
accompanying annotations. I watched her 
interviews, surprised by the uncertainty in 
her voice sometimes. I shelved her books 
then brought them back to my bedside. I 
became obsessed with trying to make up 
my mind about the writer.

Once Beautiful World, Where Are 
You (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2021) 
came out, I approached it cautiously. 
After all that Rooney rumination, I still 
didn’t know what to expect. Another 
novel about a self-effacing 20-something 
protagonist, perhaps. Maybe more 
resolution-defying endings and frankly, 
kind of unlikable characters (oftentimes 
engaged in vapid sex scenes executed in 
prose far too economical for the purpose). 
Almost definitely more off-hand passages 
about capitalism and neo-imperialism 
exchanged between university-educated 
white Irish characters cozily conversing in 
some Dublin cafe. Well, I wasn’t entirely 
wrong. And as most of the reviews of 
Beautiful World will tell you, it is by no 
means radically different from any of 
Rooney’s previous novels. However, it is 
her best work yet.

Let me start with the primary point 
of contention surrounding Rooney’s 
work. Maybe Rooney, a self-proclaimed 
Marxist, produces social commentary 
that does feel like footnotes rather than 
serious attempts at contributing to the 

conversation. But in a reality where social 
and political discourse feels increasingly 
frantic, to the point of fragmentation, 
we might forget that our intimate 
relationships can also be the site of 
adversarial social forces to play out. 

Alice, one of the protagonists of 
Beautiful World, is a celebrated novelist, 
engaged in an on-again, off-again 
relationship with a warehouse shift 
worker, Felix. Following an intimate 
encounter, Felix tells her, “The difference 
between what we’re doing right now 
and what I do all day, I actually can’t 
describe”, referring to his work. “It’s hard 
to believe I have to use the same body 
for both things.” The social and financial 
disparities between Felix and Alice—a 
millionaire novelist—are profound and 
become pronounced at many points 
throughout the novel—this one being 
perhaps the most poignant because 
of how it goes to the heart of class 
considerations in a romantic relationship.

Disparities in class are examined in a 
platonic relationship as well in the novel. 
Eileen, the other protagonist, has been 
working as an editor for a very long time at 
a Dublin-based literary magazine, making 
not a lot of money and standing in stark 
contrast to her university best friend, 
Alice, who regularly complains about her 
own celebrity treatment. “I’m not trying 
to make you feel that your horrible life is 
in fact a privilege”, Eileen writes to Alice 
in an email, “although by any reasonable 
definition it very literally is”. This bitter 
remark might sound unfounded and 
harsh, but as the reader finds, not out of 
place in the context of the exchange.

The thing is, Rooney is not in denial 
about the fact that she might fall short 
of providing truly propulsive social 
commentary—in fact, she admits to not 
understanding how to “accommodate” 
her Marxist ideologies in her fiction—
but she also asserts that there is no 
straightforward way of talking about 

class. In a widely circulated and almost 
belligerent critique of Rooney in The 
Point magazine, Becca Rothfeld writes, 
“[Rooney’s novels] are not political novels 
but novels with characters who are 
lightly politicized, the way that people in 
Rooney’s milieu (which is also mine) really 
are”. But are these books really pretending 
to be anything else? And even if they were, 
I wonder, can there be decisive action 
without discourse, even if it takes the 
form of one or two conversations between 
friends in a work of fiction?

One of the many discursive, meditative 
and philosophical emails which Alice and 
Eileen share—and which make up the bulk 
of Beautiful World—is dedicated solely 
to the discussion of the contemporary 
novel and its place and significance in a 
world that is burning. “The novel works 
by suppressing the truth of the world,” 
Alice writes in one of her emails, saying 
that reading fiction makes us care 
about seemingly inconsequential things 
like “whether people break up or stay 
together.” In response, Eileen counters 
that someone on their deathbed is less 
likely to talk about human justice than 
their own close personal relationships.

Whether this is addressed to Rooney’s 
naysayers or not, it is a worthwhile 
discussion to have. Because whether 
romantic, sexual, Platonic or filial, 
relationships are how we connect to the 
world and ourselves, and Rooney offers 
a genuinely relevant insight into the 
variously tinged complexities of modern 
relationships. I find that I agree completely 
with Rooney: relationships are all we have. 
And no form perhaps better explores 
relationships than the novel. 

Read the rest of this essay on The Daily Star’s 
website and on Daily Star Books’ Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 

Shehrin Hossain is a graduate of English 
literature. She can be reached at shehrin@
gmail.com.
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Why you should read 
Sally Rooney after all

MOHAMMAD ABU BAKAR 
SIDDIQUE 

We get to know only 
so much about what 
happens around us until 
literature takes an interest 
in it. The same would 
have happened with the 
shutdown of the jute mill 
in Khulna, nearly two 
decades ago, if a novel 
like Kalchakra (Annesha 
Prokashon, 2018) had not 
presented it to us. 

The government of the 
time had shut down the 
jute mill in Khulna on 
grounds of the financial 
loss it was incurring. 
Arguably, there were many 
other reasons which were 
undermined during the 

time.
When the mill was shut 

down, families dependent 
on the mill had to stop 
sending their children to 
schools. More and more 
workers were laid off, and 
for the ones who were 
kept on, payments became 
irregular. At one point, 
even that had completely 
stopped. 

In Kalchakra, Abdullah 
Al Imran methodically 
unpacks these tragedies 
and, as the title suggests, 
shows how the characters 
of his novel came to find 
themselves trapped by 
their circumstances. 

Imran, at the time, 
was in his teenage years, 
around the same age 
as that of a number of 
characters from his novel. 
In retelling the stories 
of Rakib, Sohel, and 
Polash, it feels as though 
the author himself was 
present in the folds of each 
character’s experiences. 
Some of these stories are 
not directly connected 
to the mill but they are 
essential in explaining 
the context around the 
shutdown of the mill. The 
novel also exposes the 
perversion and greed that 
prey on women, such as 
the Chairman’s lust for a 
local woman named Misti 
and his decision to pay off 
her addict husband in an 
attempt to possess her. 

Having been published 
10 years after the plant 
closed down, Al Imran, 
besides narrating first-
hand accounts, has 
reportedly pored over news 
reports to do justice to this 
tragedy.

It suggests the writer’s 
confidence in using 
psychological realism, and 
his keen observance in 
the reading of society.  It 
is clear that he is inspired 
by the idea of equality, 
freedom, and humanism. 

Mohammad Abu Bakar 
Siddique is a freelance 
journalist and literary critic.

WORTH A RE-
READ: FICTION

Kalchakra 
A story of 
financial 
collapse 
and 
invincibility 

In retelling the 
stories of Rakib, 

Sohel, and Polash, 
it feels as though 

the author himself 
was present 

in the folds of 
each character’s 

experiences.

A.S.A BARI

Complexity in any area of law leads to 
specialization. But it also comes with the risk 
of tunnel vision, of failing to visualize the 
bigger picture. Some of the most extraordinary 
pieces of writing in the legal field combine deep 
understanding of an area of law and analysis on 
broader aspects relating to, and associated with, 
such areas. In that sense, Corporate Tax Law & 
Practice, authored by Junayed A. Chowdhury, 
Barrister (Lincoln’s Inn) and Advocate of the 
Supreme Court of Bangladesh, and published by 
the University Press Limited, is a great example 
of such an extraordinary piece. 

The book’s 15 chapters can be divided into 
four essential parts. The first part concisely 
highlights the basic concepts of taxation in 
Bangladesh and the Income Tax Ordinance 1984. 
The next part explains in great detail concepts 
like total income, computation, aggregation, 
set-off and carry forward of losses, expenses and 
exemptions, tax deductions and withholding 
at source. The third part deals with taxation 
of corporate and financial transactions, such 
as merger and amalgamation, borrowing and 
fund raising etc. The fourth and last part deals 
with tax administration such as filing and 
assessment.  

The book’s analytical architecture has three 
dimensions. Firstly, the author explains relevant 
provisions of the Ordinance from a practical 
standpoint with lucid commentary, hypothetical 
examples and calculations, and extremely 
useful flow charts, such as those seen in 
chapter 15. Secondly, the book contains critical 
analysis of various issues in the Ordinance, 
particularly where the provisions lack clarity 
or are inconsistent with global standards. In 
this regard, the author’s criticisms are direct 
and unreserved. For example, in the analysis 
of the new section 16F of the Ordinance on 
taxation of stock dividend in chapter 4, the 

author brilliantly explains the legal distinction 
between two interchangeable concepts of 
“stock dividend” and “bonus shares”, and the 
probable consequences stemming from such 
distinction. The author also makes helpful 
recommendations on areas where the Ordinance 
does not contain any tax provision dealing 
with particular situations or transactions in 
Bangladesh. 

 Thirdly, the author incorporates 
comprehensive materials and jurisprudence 
of the courts and tribunals of Bangladesh 
and offers comparative analysis of those 
with provisions and decisions from different 
jurisdictions including Australia, Canada, 
India, Pakistan, Singapore, South Africa UK, 
and USA. The author has skillfully compared 
the relevant provisions of the Ordinance with 
international treaties and documents, including 
the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements 
(DTAA) executed by Bangladesh with other 
countries and the OECD Model Tax Convention. 
The international dimension of the book also 
touches upon the impact of Covid-19 on the 
question of a person’s residency in the context 
of the Ordinance and DTAAs. 

Since the early days of my legal career, I 
have strongly felt that there is a dearth of 
quality law books written by Bangladeshi legal 
practitioners. There are few law books which, 
like the  ones authored by late Mahmudul Islam, 
former Attorney General of Bangladesh, Senior 
Advocate, have displayed outstanding qualities. 
Junayed A. Chowdhury, who has grown and 
excelled in Bangladesh as a notable legal 
practitioner and advocate, has broken away from 
that sad state of affairs and has gifted us with 
our very own source of high quality legal text, in 
which we, as fellow legal practitioners, can take 
immense pride. I am hopeful that such scholarly 
work will also inspire the next generation 
of lawyers to write books, of this magnitude 
and quality, on different areas of law, which 
eventually will lead to the enrichment of legal 
jurisprudence in Bangladesh. 

Barrister A.S.A Bari is Managing Partner, A.S & 
Associates Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh 
Barrister.

BOOK REVIEW: NONFICTION

A reliable, 
much 
needed text 
on corporate 
tax law in 
Bangladesh

The lingering shadows of grief 
in ‘The Faraway Things’

In this monthly series, we review short stories that deserve 
to be discovered and appreciated.

SHAH TAZRIAN ASHRAFI

Lesedi is not “right in the head”. He 
avoids talking and discards words that 
do not make sense to him like garbage. 
Things he does not quite understand, 
he ignores—like his mother, Mokgadi, 
has taught him. His day revolves around 
his mother and herding the village’s 84 
cows in exchange for payment.

Shortlisted for the 2020 
Commonwealth Short Story Prize, 
“The Faraway Things” by South 
African writer, Alboricah Tokologo 
Rathupetsane, might seem at the onset 
like an ordinary story of an outcast 
with nothing special to offer. But like 
all good short stories—think Jhumpa 
Lahiri’s “The Treatment of Bibi Haldar’’ 
and Anita Desai’s “Diamond Dust”—this 
one is no exception in catching the 
reader off guard and sitting on their 
shoulder for as long as memory allows.

Aside from his mother’s affection, 
Lesedi’s friendship with five-year-
old Noni anchors him to happiness. 
However, when an unknown 
corporation from the city encroaches 
their village territory and dumps 
harmful chemicals into the river, 
Lesedi’s world comes undone as the 
cows around him grow weak and the 
harvests reduce. And unlike what 

readers may anticipate of most stories 
with a similar trope at this point, 
neither do the characters die of harmful 
chemical infestation nor does the 
author resort to plaguing the unnamed 
village with extreme poverty.

“Sometimes, your heart doesn’t 
allow your head to be right,” Mokgadi 
tells Lesedi when the story reaches its 
pinnacle and in a fated turn of events, 
Lesedi is faced with a reality he never 
thought was real. Through Mokgadi, 
the writer aptly alludes to what it 
might feel like to float in the winds of 

grief. It also serves as a reassurance 
to those who are grieving the loss of 
their loved ones—that it is okay to be 
anchored to the pain of absence, to 
cobwebbed memories, when others 
around you are moving on just fine. 
Rathupetsane does a crafty job in her 
portrayal of grief, specifically, the phase 
of denial. By giving it a strongly physical 
dimension through the characters of 
Lesedi and Noni, she shows that grief 
is not a plume of smoke but a boulder 
rolling along wherever you go. Lesedi’s 
mental condition plays a pivotal role 
in this regard. His condition makes 
readers sympathise not only through 
the teary lens of compassion but also by 
providing a panoramic view of Noni’s 
existence in his life.

“The Faraway Things” is written 
in simple, clear, and concise prose. It 
could be a great starting point for those 
who struggle with holding focus while 
reading short stories. Although the 
story does not contain a lot of action 
(which can annoy some readers), the 
tension creeping up the reader’s legs 
around the climax makes the wait to the 
finish line worthwhile. 

The short story appeared in the online 
magazine, Adda, on December 2, 2020. 

Shah Tazrian Ashrafi is a contributor.

COLLAGE: MAISHA SYEDA
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STAR SPORTS 2

ICC Women’s World Cup 
New Zealand vs South 
Africa
Live from 07:00 am
GTV

ICC Women’s World Cup 
Bangladesh vs West Indies
Live from 04:00 am (Friday)
TEN 1

UEFA Europa League
Bayer Leverkusen vs 

Atalanta
Live from 11:45 pm
TEN 2

UEFA Europa League
Galatasaray vs Barcelona
Live from 11:45 pm

Buoyed 
Tigresses 

up against 
Windies
SPORTS REPORTER

Buoyed by their historic 
win over Pakistan in the 
ongoing ICC Women’s 
World Cup on Monday, 
Bangladesh will be facing 
West Indies with hopes 
of repeating something 
similar at the Bay Oval in 
Mount Maunganui in the 
wee hours of Friday. 

The Tigresses displayed 
incredible resilience 
and determination to 
stage a fightback and 
register a nine-run victory 
in Hamilton against 
Pakistan that also ensured 
Bangladesh’s maiden 
victory in the ICC Women’s 
ODI World Cup.

The game against 
West Indies is one other 
such fixture in which 
Bangladesh, who are 
playing their first-ever ODI 
World Cup, could hope to 
pull a rabbit out of the hat. 

While the Tigresses 
are hot on wheels of an 
inspiring victory, Stafanie 
Taylor’s West Indies come 
into the fixture with a 
dampened spirit following 
consecutive heavy losses 
against favourites Australia 
and India. 

The Windies’ 
susceptibility against 
spin and the Tigresses’ 
in-form top order are 
the two aspects that are 
ought to give Bangladesh 
added confidence ahead of 
the fixture. Bangladesh’s 
top order has provided a 
strong platform in their 
three matches so far, with 
opening stands of 69, 
59 and 37 against South 
Africa, hosts New Zealand 
and Pakistan respectively.

Fargana Hoque, in 
particular, has been in 
exquisite touch, notching 
a half-century against 
the Kiwis as an opener 
before scoring career-best 
71 against Pakistan after 
batting at number three.  

It was her 115-ball 
knock, laced with five 
boundaries, that set the 
tone for the Tigresses to 
post their highest team 
total in the World Cup.

Meanwhile, West Indies, 
who had a stunning start 
to the tournament with 
shock wins over hosts New 
Zealand and defending 
champions England 
before losing their way in 
the middle, will be keen to 
bounce back to winning 
ways.

 ‘It suits us to be underdogs’
 SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh head coach Russell Domingo 
was not going to be lulled into thinking 
that his side were any kind of favourites 
heading into the ODI series against 
South Africa, slated to begin from March 
18. He was keener on the underdog tag, 
chiefly, because it leaves his side with 
a target of doing ‘something 
special’ and surprising the 
hosts through bankable 
strengths, especially in 
the ODI format.

“South Africa have 
just beaten India 3-0. 
We have definitely 
come as underdogs, 
having not won a 
game here before. But 
we’re confident in our 
one-day side which is 
playing good cricket for a 
long period of time,” Domingo 
told the reporters at the press 
conference following his team’s training 
yesterday.

 “The players understand their roles 
and what it takes, so we’re expecting 
a competitive series. South Africa will 
definitely start as favourites. They are in 
their home conditions and a tough side to 
beat in South Africa. They are favourites, 
but it suits us to be underdogs, gives us 
an opportunity to do something special,” 
he said.

The Tigers stand in a similar situation 
to what they were in New Zealand this 
year, up against a top-quality side in 
conditions where they had never beaten 
the home side in any of the formats. 
Domingo knows the challenges of 
playing in South Africa and will be wary 
of batters getting exposed by the pacey 

wickets on offer. However, he was 
also banking on the pace 

attack to do something 
about the South Africa 

batters.
Recent 

performances 
by pacers gives 
Bangladesh hope 
and with the addition 

of Allan Donald as 
pace bowling coach, 

Domingo knows Tigers 
have someone with the 

know-how of where and how 
to bowl on such surfaces.

“We know we can beat any side on 
their way. We have a great opportunity 
to do what no Bangladeshi side has done 
before.

“I am very happy with the ODI team. 
We’ve got a good balance and good 
batting depth. We got experience at the 
top order and good young fast bowlers 
coming through. So, we’ve got a balanced 
side which gives us a lot of confidence 
going into this series,” the South African 
coach said.

Domingo emphasised gaining grounds 
early in the innings, either with bat or 
bowl, in order to put the pressure on the 
hosts.

“Their bowlers are dangerous and we’ve 
to play well in the first 20 overs. We’ve 
got some good fast bowlers and if we can 
pick up early wickets, they will be under 
pressure. Both skills - equally important 
going into the series.”

Ace all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan made 
himself available after yet another saga 
before a key series. That may offset Plan 
‘B’ which might have been triggered when 
he said he was not feeling mentally ready 
for international cricket but Domingo was 
pleased to have Shakib with the team.

“He balances our team. It’s always 
difficult when he is not there cause you’re 
not sure whether to pick an extra bowler 
or an extra batsman. It’s great to have 
players of that calibre and experience. 
He’s been here before. His energy, attitude 
and work ethic has been fantastic, so 
good to have him,” he said.

Tigers were seen taking high catches 
in training, courtesy of BCB’s video to 
the media, with Donald sending them 
high up.

“Obviously a bit more altitude and the 
ball travels a bit quicker but no major 
differences in terms of catching the 
ball here and catching in Bangladesh,” 
Domingo reiterated, hopeful catches will 
not go down begging in what will be a 
tough assignment away from home.

Afif Hossain has a knockabout at the nets as Mahmudullah Riyad waits his turn while pacers Taskin Ahmed and Mustafizur 
Rahman speak to team director Khaled Mahmud during a training session at Centurion on Wednesday, ahead of Bangladesh’s first 
ODI against South Africa on Friday. PHOTO: BCB

Shinepukur stun 

Mohammedan 
SPORTS REPORTER

Shinepukur Cricket Club surprised favourites 
Mohammedan in the Dhaka Premier League with 
a comfortable 41-run win at the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Cricket Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

Shinepukur struggled early against some 
early spells from Yasin Arafat and Soumya 
Sarkar with the latter picking up three top-
order batters. Rakin Ahmed and Sikandar Raza 
started the rebuilding work but going was slow 
as Shinepukur made it to 64 for three in 25 overs. 
Rakin departed after a 74-ball 39 before Raza (42) 
and Sazzadul Haque took Shinepukur deeper. 

In the last 10 overs Sazzadul and Alauddin 
Babu plundered 114 runs. Babu 

remained unbeaten on 46 off just 19 
deliveries while Sazzadul fell in the 

final over after a 59-ball 70 to see 
Shinepukur post 250 for 7.

In reply, Mohammedan kept 
losing wickets at regular intervals 
and two run-outs, those of 

Soumya (7 off 28) and Ariful Islam, 
further piled on misery. Sohrawordi 

Shuvo’s 51, and Yasin’s 38 later saw 
them eventually reach 209 all out. 

At BKSP, Khelaghar Samaj Kallyan Samiti’s 
Amite Hasan struck his maiden List A ton to 
keep his domestic form going, having scored 590 
runs in the NCL and 322 runs in the BCL four-day 
format last year. His ton saw Khelaghar post 221 
for 7 with Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi’s part-time 
bowler Saif Hassan picking up three wickets. Saif 
then struck 62 off 92 while Shykat Ali smashed 
62 off 58 as they clinched a six-wicket win.

Bangladesh begin 

title defence 

against Nepal
SPORTS REPORTER

Defending champions Bangladesh will hope 
for a winning start in the SAFF U-18 Women’s 
Championship when they face Nepal at the JRD 
Tata Sports Complex Stadium today.

The 
three-nation 
championship 
got underway 
on Tuesday 
with hosts India 
beating Nepal 
7-0 at the same 
venue.

“Playing the 
second match of 
the tournament 

is good for Bangladesh as we have gotten an idea 
about the two other opponents,” said head coach 
Golam Rabbani Choton. 

“The first match is always an important one,” 
Choton continued. “The girls are ready to give 
their best and leave the ground with a victory.”

Skipper Shamsunnahar Jr was confident too. 
“We had really good training in the last three 

days on the grass field and we are eager to take 
the field,” said Shamsunnahar Jr.

Bangladesh went into the championship 
without any of the household names that helped 
them win the last edition but Choton believes 
the current crop is also talented and capable of 
displaying a good show to retain the title.

Atletico Madrid and Benfica caused two upsets 
in the UEFA Champions League on Tuesday 
night. The Madrid giants went to Manchester 
United with a 1-1 draw from the first leg and 
won 1-0 on the night, thanks to a Renan Lodi 
strike in the 41st minute, to knock out the Red 
Devils and ensure a first trophy-less season 
in more than a decade for Cristiano Ronaldo. 
Benfica, meanwhile, reached the last eight with 
a 3-2 aggregate win over Ajax, the only goal on 
the night coming from Benfica’s Darwin Nunez 
on 77 minutes. PHOTO: TWITTER/REUTERS

Kings survive a 7-goal thriller
SPORTS REPORTER

Holders Bashundhara Kings consolidated 
their lead in the Bangladesh Premier League 
with a thrilling 4-3 win over Saif Sporting 
Club at the Kings Arena while title aspirants 
Abahani received another jolt as they played 
out a goalless draw against Sheikh Jamal DC 
at the Birshreshtha Shaheed Flight Lt. Matiur 
Rahman Stadium in Munshiganj yesterday.

Eight wins in nine matches means Kings 
stay on top with 24 points, 
six clear of Abahani while 
Sheikh Jamal and Saif SC 
occupy the third and sixth 
positions, respectively.

Two-time champions 
Kings came into the match 
on the back of a morale-
boosting 5-0 win over 
Chittagong Abahani and 
were looking to continue 
their marauding run. Saif, 
however, pushed them to 
the limit despite having 
committed two fatal 
defensive errors that led to 
goals in the entertaining 
match.

Kings broke the deadlock as early as the 
third minute with Brazilian forward Robson 
Da Silva scoring without any resistance from 
Saif defenders, caught off guard. The visitors 
recovered soon however, and countered 
back when Mfon Udah levelled the margin 
in the 19th minute from close range after 
a brilliant move from Faisal Ahmed Fahim 
from the right.

The goal had boosted the visitors 

significantly and they gradually gained 
momentum and came close to taking the lead 
when an unmarked Fahim failed to convert 
from inside the box. And soon, against the 
run of play, Matin Mia, out-of-favour national 
forward, restored Kings’ lead with a shot to the 
far post after availing a defensive fumble inside 
the box, courtesy of defender Nasirul Islam, 
who made the cut to the latest national team.

After resumption, Kings saw Biplu Ahmed 
and Yeasin Arafat squander 
two sitters before Matin 
availed another fumble, this 
time from Jamal Bhuiyan, 
from inside the box to give 
the home side a handy two-
goal cushion in the 55th 
minute.

With the fate of the 
match heading one way, 
Saif staged a revival. First, 
Fahim tapped in a square-
pass from Udah in the 60th 
minute, after which Riyadul 
Hasan Rafi struck from a 
goal-mouth melee seven 
minutes later following a 
corner kick.

Kings raised their intensity and pressed 
hard for the winner after that, with centre-
back Khaled Shafiei overlapping to the 
attacking third often. The Iranian defender 
then executed his plan to perfection as he rose 
high to connect a Robson corner in the 77th 
minute to send the majority of spectators at 
the Kings Arena into raptures.

No twist in the tale was on offer from then 
on as Kings’ backline successfully kept Saif’s 
forward at bay until the final whistle.
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Khaleda can 
be allowed 
to stay out 6 
more months
Law ministry 
recommends
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

On previous conditions, 
the suspension of BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia’s jail sentence can 
be extended by six more 
months, opined the Law 
Minister Anisul Huq  
yesterday.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star, he said, “I have 
given my opinion on the 
application that sought 
further extension of the 
suspension of Khaleda 
Zia’s jail sentence. 

“In the file, I said it can 
be extended for six months 
on previous conditions.” 

AFP, Paris

Several tombs and a leaden sarcophagus 
likely dating from the 14th century have been 
uncovered by archaeologists at Notre-Dame 
cathedral in Paris following its devastating 2019 
fire.

The burial sites “of remarkable scientific 
quality” were unearthed during preparatory work 
for rebuilding the ancient church’s spire at the 
central spot where the transept crosses the nave, 
the culture ministry announced late Monday.

Among the tombs was the “completely 
preserved, human-shaped sarcophagus made of 
lead”.

It is thought the coffin was made for a senior 
dignitary in the 1300s -- the century following the 
cathedral’s construction.

As well as the tombs, elements of painted 
sculptures were found just beneath the current 
floor level of the cathedral, identified as parts 

Ancient tombs 
found at Notre 
Dame cathedral

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

India restores 
all valid visas
Bangladeshis can now seek 
tourists visas too; flights to 
resume on Mar 27

RASHIDUL HASAN

India yesterday restored all currently valid regular (paper) 
visas, in a development that will be much cheered by 
Bangladeshis, who account for the highest number of 
tourist arrivals.

Since March 2020, a valid regular (paper) tourist visa 
with a validity of five years had remained suspended, 
according to the officials.

Those can be used now, and Bangladeshi nationals 
can also apply for fresh tourist visas for up to five years, 
reports our Delhi correspondent.

But those on a tourist visa cannot enter India through 
land borders or riverine routes.

In another sign of the return to normalcy after 
more than two years of disruption to international 
travel brought on by the global coronavirus pandemic, 
regular commercial flight operation between the two 
neighbouring countries will resume from March 27. 

At present, two Bangladeshi carriers and five Indian 
airlines are operating on a limited capacity under the air 
bubble agreement, causing the airfares to spiral more 
than four times.

Before the pandemic began, a return ticket to Kolkata, 
a less-than-30-minute flight from Dhaka, was about Tk 
10,000. Now, it is Tk 42,000 to Tk 45,000.

“This is illogical,” said Shujan Mahmud, chief 
executive officer of Bhaishob Media, who needs to fly to 
Kolkata as soon as possible for his ailing wife’s treatment.

Unable to afford the Tk 90,000 needed for the two of 
them to fly to Kolkata and the cheaper modes of travel 
by bus or train not available, Mahmud has pushed back 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Torrid traffic 
continues
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For  the second straight day, the capital appeared to 
have witnessed its  pre-pandemic form as seemingly 
interminable traffic jams grounded  movement to a crawl 
yesterday, causing immense public suffering.

A two-hour long road block at Nilkhet intersection in 
the morning by first-year students of seven government 
colleges affiliated to Dhaka University and a workers’ 
union election at Mohakhali Bus Terminal added to the 
problem, said traffic police.

After two years of pandemic-induced closures and 
limited-scale operation, classes at secondary and pre-
primary schools and kindergartens resumed full-fledged 
in-person classes on March 15.

That means that in-person classes are being 
conducted at all levels of education after two years, which 
led to a sharp increase of cars on the road as parents 
rushed to schools to drop or pick up their kids.

Traffic snarl-ups were seen in various parts of the city 
including Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, Mohammadpur, 
Mirpur, Farmgate, Green Road, Mouchak, Mohakhali, 
Gulshan, Tejgaon, and Airport Road.

Around 6:30pm, a fire broke out in Merul Badda and 
two fire engines were dispatched from Baridhara area. 
Despite activating the siren and honking horns, the 
engines could only reach the spot 42 minutes later. The 
journey usually takes 10 minutes, said Shahadat Hossain, 
duty officer of fire service control room. 

“The fire was a small one and no one was hurt, but 
such a delay would have been disastrous if the fire was a 
major one,” he said. 

Saleh Khatun Rima, a first-year honours student of 
Begum Badrunnesa Government Girls’ College, left her 
Kochukhet residence at 6:40am but could not make it to 
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Drivers on Mirpur Road, near Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College and Hospital, get out of their vehicles to stretch their legs after 
sitting for long in gridlocks. For the second consecutive day yesterday, Dhaka roads witnessed intense traffic jams as secondary 
schools have resumed classes in full-swing. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Bangladesh, KSA to 
work on security

Commit to beef up trade amid shift in geopolitical landscape
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia have agreed to work 
together on boosting security cooperation in their 
respective regions and beyond as the geopolitical 
landscape is shifting following Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.  

In their first ever political consultation yesterday, 
the two nations also committed to strengthening 
trade and economic partnership. Saudi 
Arabia committed to ensuring stable 
oil prices and its smooth supply amid 
concerns over rising prices due to 
the war in Ukraine.

Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin 
Farhan Al Saud said he was very 
optimistic about the future of both 
countries and that they were fully 
aligned with their vision.

“We believe very much not only 
in working together to contribute 
to the stability of our respective 
regions but also for the global 
community to work together within 
the multilateral system. Most 
importantly, we explored how we 
can expand our partnership,” he told reporters 
after the consultation.

Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, who arrived in Dhaka 
on Tuesday evening for a visit of less than 20 hours, 
called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Gono 
Bhaban and then met Bangladesh Foreign Minister 
AK Abdul Momen before the formal political 
consultation at the Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

Saudi Arabia, which recognised Bangladesh in 
1976, is home to over two million Bangladeshis. 
Bangladesh also imports the majority of its fuel 
from the Kingdom. An important member of the 
Organization for Islamic Cooperation, Saudi Arabia 
strongly supported the Rohingya cause in the 
international forums.

In 2015, Bangladesh joined a Saudi Arabia-
based 34-state Islamic military coalition to combat 

terrorism. In different times, Bangladesh 
strongly condemned the Houthi militias’ 

drone attacks targeting parts of Saudi 
Arabia.

Diplomatic sources say as Saudi 
Arabia diversifies its economy and 
Bangladesh is emerging as a South 
Asian economic powerhouse with 
rapid industrialisation, the two 

countries are boosting political and 
security relationship, apart from 

trade and investment.
At the consultation, both sides 
expressed satisfaction at the close 
alignment of positions in all major 
global issues regarding stability, 
security, and in upholding the UN 

Charter. They agreed to continue this collaboration 
in the future.

“In various international forums, we will support 
each other. We have discussed these issues. It 
is time to follow and implement those,” Foreign 
Minister Momen said.

Prince Faisal assured the Bangladesh side of all 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud
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